


POWER PHRASE 
Jesus is the great Teacher! 

MEMORY VERSE 
Psalm 86:11a, “Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Understand that Jesus has so much that He wants to teach her! 

• Realize that Jesus speaks to her through the Holy Spirit! 

• Choose to listen to and learn from Jesus! 

REMINDERS 
For many children, learning does not come easy. They may struggle in school, and it is not a positive 

experience for them. It is important for them to know that God loves them and understands them and is the 

greatest Teacher they will ever have! 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Kristn Punjabi, Barbara Bingham, Dustin Gier, Ashley Robinson, Passion Bradley, Jewell Jackson, 

Daniel Weaver, Janna Smith, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma 

City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these children. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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JESUS TEACHES (BIBLE STORY - MARK 4:1-45)

Visuals 
• Bible Story Visuals*, Lip Sync Visuals* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, dress shirt or bathrobe 

Captivate #1 - Lip Sync! 

• Print the Lip Sync Visual and cut out the mouth sections. Choose a boy to be Jesus. Have them dramatically 

repeat different parts of the Bible Story as you tell it. 

Captivate #2 - Helping Hands! 
• Choose two boys to act out the part of Jesus in the Bible Story. Have the first boy put on a dress shirt or 

bathrobe backwards. Have the second boy be the arms of Jesus by standing behind the first boy and 

putting his hands through the sleeves of the shirt/bathrobe. Be sure to add a lot of activity and expressions 

throughout the Bible Story. (Since the children will be standing so close together, it is recommended to 

choose two children of the same gender for this activity.) 

Introduction 

• Crowds often gathered around Jesus, and He would teach them using parables, which are stories with a 

spiritual meaning. In the parables, Jesus would use examples from everyday life to help the people 

understand a spiritual truth in a deeper way. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Mark 4:1-45. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• Jesus used many stories like these to teach His disciples and the crowds that gathered to learn from Him. 

When Jesus was alone with His disciples, He would explain to them what the stories meant, so they could 

understand and grow in their faith. Jesus truly is the great Teacher! 

TESTIMONY 

• Share how Jesus has taught you some important lessons through the Bible. 

• Share a time that Jesus spoke to you through the Holy Spirit, and you learned something very important.
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CHALLENGE

Visuals 
• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned that Jesus was an incredible Teacher. He knew how to explain truth so people 

would best understand. He told parables, which were stories with a spiritual meaning. He built relationships 

with people, all the while teaching them and helping them grow in their faith. Jesus was and is the greatest 

Teacher! 

Key Points 

Jesus teaches us through the Bible! 

• God gave us the Bible. It is filled with so many things we need to know, understand, and act on. It is like a 

textbook to help us live for God. 

• Psalm 86:11a, “Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth.” 

Jesus teaches us through the Holy Spirit! 

• God gives His children the Holy Spirit Who can teach them and remind them of the things they have learned 

in the Bible. He helps them know right from wrong. 

• John 14:26, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 

things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” 

We need to be willing to learn! 

• It isn’t enough for Jesus to teach us; we have to be willing to listen, learn, and act on the things we are 

taught. 

• Proverbs 1:5, “Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who understands obtain guidance.” 

• The Bible teaches us that we should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry (James 

1:19). If we live by these words, we won’t blow our tops in anger or swear at someone if he makes us upset. 
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion 
Jesus is the greatest Teacher we will ever have! There is nothing He doesn’t know, and He will always teach 

us what is right. The question really is: What kind of students are we? Will we learn all we can from the 

greatest Teacher? 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Jesus is the great Teacher. He is loving and understanding. He wants to be there for you and help you in 

every aspect of your life. That starts with understanding that we are all sinners. Sin is anything we think, say, 

or do that breaks God’s Law. Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Because of Jesus, we can admit that we have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 

10:9). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• How can you be a better learner? God has so much He wants to teach you. How can you also teach others 

and tell them about God’s love? 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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TEACHER’S PET (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 
• Picture of a teacher in a classroom* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, show them the picture of the teacher and ask them who their favorite teacher is. 

Have them share why they like that teacher so much. What makes that teacher different from other 

teachers? Do they listen and pay attention better in their favorite teacher’s class? 

• Today we are going to learn about the greatest Teacher. We also are going to learn the importance of 

listening and learning. There is no value to a great teacher if his students refuse to listen to everything he 

has to say! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Psalm 86:11a, “Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in 

Your truth.” 
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TWISTER (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of Game of Twister* 

Supplies 

• Bible 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they have played the game Twister. It can sometimes be hard not knowing what color the 

spinner is going to land on and harder still to be able to place your foot or hand there. Like in the game, we 

may not see the path that God is leading us on, but the Bible tells us we can ask Him to teach us to walk in His 

true path. 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Psalm 86:11a, “Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Teach me — to point and shoot, to direct or instruct, to point out or show, transfer information 

Your way — God’s path, direction, course of life, moral character 

Walk in Your truth — proceed, move, go towards, come or depart in God’s faithfulness, sureness, reliability, 

stability 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

What does it mean to walk in God’s truth? What keeps someone from walking in God’s truth? Would 

you like to walk in God’s truth and ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

How can you walk in God’s truth each and every day? How can you know what His ways are? Why 

should you walk in truth? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 
Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Stop and Go. Use the Small Group Stoplight Visual. When the Stoplight Visual is on green, have the 

children say the Memory Verse together; when it is on yellow, have them speak slowly; and when it is on red, 

have them stop.
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FATHER’S LOVE (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 
• “Who Is God?” and “What’s the Solution?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Syd Oostenbrug* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Syd Oostenbrug was born in Holland in 1940 to a poor farm worker who had no chance to better himself. 

When Syd was 12-years-old, his family was sponsored to move to Canada. They traveled 10 days by boat 

and 5 days by freight train to reach their new home in Vancouver, BC. Syd attended school for about a year 

before getting a job on a chicken farm.  

• Syd continued to experience physical and emotional abuse from both of his parents. He ran away twice, but 

his father convinced him to come back so he could work on the farm. The last time Syd’s dad raised a hand 

to him, Syd stood up to him and stopped him. His father then kicked him out. For the next three days, Syd 

slept outside until he found a job working for a farmer.  

• Syd married a beautiful girl named Jane. Three years later, he was able to rent his own farm and work for 

himself. His father had always told him he would never amount to anything, and Syd was determined to 

become a success and prove him wrong. 

• Syd grew up in church and was taught that God was harsh and was waiting for an opportunity to punish him. 

Because of his poor relationship with his earthly father, it was hard for Syd to comprehend that a Heavenly 

Father was loving and truly cared for him. 

• Success didn’t bring him peace or fulfillment. It wasn’t until Syd volunteered at a prison ministry that he 

heard a pastor teach about the love of God and how someone could have a relationship with Him. It was 

then that Syd asked Jesus to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life. His life was changed forever! 

• Later Syd went to Bible college with only a 6th grade education. He became a pastor, an evangelist, and 

later owned a landscaping business. He always took every opportunity to share with others about Jesus. 

• Just like Syd, we can know that God truly loves us, unconditionally (John 3:16a). He wants us to become His 

children. Use the “Who Is God?” Visual to review. 

• Syd also learned that there was no way he could earn forgiveness for his sins. It’s only through Jesus Christ 

that he could receive forgiveness (Hebrews 9:22b). Use the “What’s the Solution?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children discuss how God can be their Heavenly Father and what that means to them. 

• Younger Team: Have the children spell the word love and talk about how much God loves them. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a picture of a heart and write around it ways that God shows His love 

for them. 

• Active Team: Have the children hop on one foot and say, “God shows His love for me by ...” See who can do 

it the longest and give the most examples. 
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 
• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• What is a parable? (A story that helps teach a spiritual lesson) 

• Why did Jesus tell parables? (To help people better understand what He was trying to teach them) 

• Why did Jesus teach the crowd from a boat? (There were so many people crowding around Him on land 

that He got in a boat and pushed off from shore so He could be heard by them all.) 

• What was the first place seed was scattered? (On a path) 

• What happened to the seed on the path? (Birds ate it.) 

• What was the second place seed was scattered? (On rocky places) 

• What happened to the seed on rocky places? (It had no roots and dried up.) 

• What was the third place seed was scattered? (Among thorns) 

• What happened to the seed among thorns? (It was crowded out.) 

• What was the fourth place seed was scattered? (On good soil) 

• What happened to the seed planted in good soil? (It grew and produced much grain.) 

• What did Jesus mean when He asked if a lamp should be put under a bowl or a bed? (He was saying that 

the light should be seen and not hidden.) 

• What did Jesus say the Kingdom of God was like? (Like a farmer who scatters seed on the ground, watches 

it grow on its own, and then harvests it) 

• What else did Jesus say the Kingdom of God is like? (A mustard seed that starts out small but then grows to 

be the biggest garden plant) 

Discussion Questions 

• What do you think Jesus is wanting to teach you right now? 

• What truths can you learn from these parables and apply to your life? 
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BOOK WORM (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Leaf Template printed on cardstock* (one per child), large pom poms (one per child), smaller pom poms 

(eight per child), googly eyes (two per child), glue, scissors, coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 
• Give each of the children a Leaf Template and have them color it. Next have them glue the pom poms on 

the leaf in the shape of a worm. The large pom pom will be the head. Next have them glue the googly eyes 

onto the head of the worm. 

• Remind the children that today we learned that Jesus is the great Teacher! One of the ways He teaches us 

is through the Bible. Encourage the children to put their Book Worm somewhere as a reminder to them to 

read their Bibles and learn about God. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Psalm 86:11a, “Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in 

Your truth.” 
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what they learned about how Jesus is 

the great Teacher. Next have them fill out the “Put it to action!” portion by writing something they can do this 

week to apply what they learned. How can they better listen to what God is trying to teach them? How can 

they teach others about Jesus? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they can teach others about Jesus. If you 

have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Maze Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Word Scramble Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity. 
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