


POWER PHRASE 
Jesus is the faithful Provider! 

MEMORY VERSE 
Philippians 4:19, “And my God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ 

Jesus.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Understand that Jesus knows exactly what he needs! 

• Realize the difference between needs and wants! 

• Trust God to provide for all of his needs! 

REMINDERS 
Jesus being a faithful Provider can be difficult for some children to comprehend. They may live in a very hard 

situation where they don’t have enough food to eat every day, clean clothes, or even a place to live at times. 

They need to know that God is always there, and He will meet their needs. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Kristn Punjabi, Barbara Bingham, Dustin Gier, Ashley Robinson, Passion Bradley, Jewell Jackson, 

Daniel Weaver, Janna Smith, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma 

City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these children. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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JESUS REVEALS HIMSELF TO THOMAS (BIBLE STORY - JOHN 20:1-29)

Visuals 
• Bible Story Visuals*, Cheer and Boo Signs* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, poster board, markers 

Captivate #1 - Picture It! 

• Choose a child or leader to draw elements of the Bible Story as you tell it. The volunteer does not 

necessarily have to draw well. Even using stick figures can be fun. Focus on adding facial expressions or 

specific actions for parts of the story. 

Captivate #2 - Cheer! 
• Choose one child to hold the “Cheer” and “Boo” signs. Throughout the Bible Story, have the child hold up 

the sign that fits with what is being said. This will help the children focus on the story and also identify the 

positive and negative aspects of the story. 

Introduction 

• Jesus died on the cross and was buried in a tomb. When Mary Magdalene went to visit the tomb, the big 

stone in front of the entrance had been rolled away. Mary Magdalene immediately ran to Simon Peter and 

John to tell them. She said that someone had taken Jesus out of the tomb, and she didn’t know where His 

body was. 

Story 
• Retell the story from John 20:1-29. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• Jesus loved Thomas and knew what he needed to see in order to believe that it was actually Jesus. 

Thomas cried out, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus told Thomas it was good that he now believed because he 

had seen Him, but that those who believe without seeing are truly blessed. Still, Jesus provided what 

Thomas needed in order to help him believe. Jesus is the faithful Provider! 

TESTIMONY 

• Share about a time you had a need and God provided for you. 

• Share about a time you had a need and God answered differently than you expected, but you realized later 

that it was for the best.
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CHALLENGE

Visuals 
• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned how Thomas doubted who Jesus was. This was understandable because He 

had seen Jesus die. However, Jesus had told the disciples that He would die but then be raised from the 

dead. Jesus didn’t scold Thomas or send him away when he doubted. Instead, Jesus reached out His 

hands and showed Thomas the wounds where the nails had pierced Him. Jesus provided evidence to 

Thomas to help him believe that it was truly Jesus standing before him. Jesus is the faithful Provider! 

Key Points 
Jesus prepares us for what is ahead! 

• There is nothing that Jesus does not know. He knows everything about us and the decisions we will make. 

He knows if we will accept or reject Him. He knows what career we will choose and who we will marry. He 

knows the mistakes we will make and the accomplishments we will achieve. 

• Proverbs 20:24a, “A man’s steps are from the Lord.” 

Jesus knows what we need! 

• We can plan out our lives, but God already knows our future. He promises to give us what we need, not 

necessarily always what we want, because He knows what is best for us. 

• Proverbs 16:9, “The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps.” 

• Philippians 4:19, “And my God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ 

Jesus.” 

We can help others! 

• God can use us to meet the needs of others. We can tell them about Jesus. We can encourage them when 

they are sad. We can give to the needy. 

• Hebrews 13:16, “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 

God.”

4   |   LARGE GROUP



CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion 
We can know without a doubt that God is with us and will faithfully provide for all our needs. Sometimes it may 

not be in the way we expected, but it will always be in the way we need. We can hold on to the promise that 

God will supply our every need according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19). 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Jesus provided a way for us to receive forgiveness for our sins and be the Lord of our lives. Have you made 

the choice? We all have sinned, and sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, 

say, or do that breaks God’s Law. Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 

5:21). 

• Because of Jesus, we can admit that we have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 

10:9). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Do you trust God to provide for your needs? Do you know the difference between needs and wants? How 

can you help others know that God is there to provide for their needs if they ask? 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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RICHES (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 
• Picture of riches* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, show them the picture of the large amount of gold and silver. Ask if any of them wish 

they had all of those riches. Ask what they would do with the money. Next ask them if they need all of those 

riches or if they just want them. What is the difference between a need and a want? God provides what we 

need, not always what we want. Jesus is the faithful Provider! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Philippians 4:19, “And my God will supply every need of yours 

according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 
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NEED VERSUS WANT (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture collage of Need vs. Want items for kids* 

Supplies 

• Bible 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they have heard people say, “I just have to have a new _______” or “I need to see that 

movie.” Maybe they have even said those things. But do they really mean “need”? Do they know the 

difference between a want and a need? Look together at the items in the picture and discuss which items are 

needs and which are wants. 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Philippians 4:19, “And my God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Supply — to take care of, fulfill 

Need — necessity, needed to survive 

Riches in glory — abundance, plenty, wealth, possessions from what belongs to God, from out of His riches 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 
Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

What needs do you have that God can supply? Do you want to ask Jesus to meet your greatest need, 

forgiveness for your sins, and be the Lord of your life? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

What is the difference between a need and a want? What needs do you have that you can ask Jesus 

to provide for? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Guess Who. Pick one child to leave the group. As the child stands with her back to the group, have the 

children quote the Memory Verse. Choose one word during the verse that another predetermined child will 

say in a funny voice. The child with her back to the group will guess who said the word in a funny voice.
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TESTIFY (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 
• “What’s the Problem?” and “What’s Your Choice?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Cooper 

Gray* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools, mirror 

Instruction and Application 
• Cooper Gray was diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer on August 31, 2012. He was only 4 years old. Cooper 

underwent surgery where they removed a football-sized tumor from his abdomen. He endured 34 weeks of 

chemo and two rounds of radiation for 20 days. The treatments were very hard on his body and hard for 

such a young boy to understand. But Cooper was brave and fought hard. There were also hundreds of 

people from all over the country who joined Cooper’s Troopers to pray for Cooper. Through it all, God was 

with him. Now Cooper has been in remission for four years! Remission means there is no evidence of the 

disease in his body. 

• Cooper asked Jesus to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life when he was 7-years-old. He already had 

experienced God’s peace, love, and protection in his life. Cooper shared his testimony when he was 

baptized. He let everyone know that he believes God has healed him and he plans to love and serve God 

his whole life. Cooper plans to be a pastor when he grows up and already regularly shares his faith in Jesus 

as his Savior. He takes every opportunity to testify to what God has done for him. Cooper and his family do 

many things to support other children and families who are fighting cancer. For instance, Cooper hopes to 

raise $1 million for Alex’s Lemonade Stand, a charity that gives money to childhood cancer research! 

• Just like Cooper, we need to realize that we have sinned and there is nothing we can do to earn 

forgiveness (Romans 3:23). Use the “What’s the Problem?” Visual to review. 

• Cooper asked Jesus to forgive his sin and be the Lord of his life (Ephesians 2:8-9). Use the “What’s your 

Choice?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 

• Older Team: Have the children discuss how hard it is to forgive others when they have hurt them. What can 

we learn from Jesus’ example? 

• Younger Team: Have the children take turns looking in the mirror and saying, “Jesus died for me.” 

• Quiet Team: Have the children write the word forgiven vertically on their papers. Then have them write 

words or sentences to connect to each of the letters. For instance, for F they could write the word forever. 

• Active Team: Have the children in pairs play Rock, Paper, Scissors. The winner of each round shares what it 

means to her that Jesus died on the cross for her. 
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 
• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• Who visited the tomb? (Mary Magdalene) 

• What did she see when she arrived? (The stone had been rolled away from the opening.) 

• What did she believe happened to Jesus? (Someone had taken His body.) 

• Who did Mary go to? (Simon Peter and John) 

• What did they see when they ran to the tomb? (Only strips of cloth and the funeral garments Jesus had 

been wrapped in) 

• What did Mary see as she was crying outside the tomb? (Two angels dressed in white) 

• What did the angels ask Mary? (Why are you crying?) 

• What was Mary’s response? (She was crying because someone had taken Jesus and she didn’t know where 

He was.) 

• Who then appeared to Mary? (Jesus) 

• What did Mary say when she finally realized who Jesus was? (Teacher!) 

• Who wasn’t with the disciples the first time Jesus appeared to them? (Thomas) 

• What did Thomas say he would need to do to believe it was Jesus? (See and touch where the nails pierced 

Jesus’ hands and touch the wound in His side) 

• When did Jesus appear to all the disciples next? (One week later) 

• What did Jesus say to the disciples? (You believe because you have seen. Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet believe.) 

Discussion Questions 

• What makes it difficult to trust Jesus to provide for every need? 

• What can we do when we struggle to have faith? 
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DOOR HANGER (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Door Hanger Template* (one per child), stickers, scissors, coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a Door Hanger Template printed on white cardstock. Have them cut along the 

dotted line to create an opening at the top. Then have them color and decorate the Door Hanger. 

Encourage them to hang their Door Hangers on a door in their house as a reminder that Jesus is the faithful 

Provider. He knows all our needs and provides for us. We can trust Him to know what is best for us! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Philippians 4:19, “And my God will supply every need of yours 

according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what they learned about how Jesus is 

the faithful Provider. Next have them fill out the “Put it to action!” portion by writing something they can do 

this week to apply what they learned. How can they pray for what they need and not what they want?  

Activity #2 
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they can provide for a need someone else 

has. If you have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Dot-to-Dot Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Hidden Word Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity. 
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