


POWER PHRASE 
Jesus is the ultimate Friend! 

MEMORY VERSE 
John 13:34b, “Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Understand that Jesus was there for His friends! 

• Realize that Jesus wants to be her friend! 

• Choose to be a friend like Jesus! 

REMINDERS 
Friendships can sometimes be difficult, just like family relationships; and friends will often let us down. It is 

important that the children realize that God will never let them down. A relationship with God through Jesus 

is better than any friendship they can experience! 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Kristn Punjabi, Barbara Bingham, Dustin Gier, Ashley Robinson, Passion Bradley, Jewell Jackson, 

Daniel Weaver, Janna Smith, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma 

City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these children. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.

2   |   AT A GLANCE



JESUS’ FRIENDSHIP WITH PETER (BIBLE STORY - MATTHEW 4:18-20; 14:22-33; LUKE 22:54-62)

Visuals 
• Bible Story Visuals* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, hat, Press badge, toy or real microphone 

Captivate #1 - Thumbs Up! 

• Stop at different points during the Bible Story and ask the children a question that has a “yes” or “no” 

answer. Ask them to show their answer by putting their thumbs up for yes and thumbs down for no. 

Captivate #2 - News Flash! 
• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give the volunteer 

something to use as a microphone. You also could have the volunteer wear a hat with a “Press” card tucked 

in it or wear a “Press” badge. This activity will work best if the volunteer is given time to practice in advance. 

Introduction 

• When Jesus began His earthly ministry, He chose certain men as His disciples. These men would become 

very close to Jesus. They would learn from Him, serve with Him, and share God’s truth together. Two of 

Jesus’ early disciples were brothers, Peter and Andrew. One day when Jesus was walking by the Sea of 

Galilee, He saw them putting a net into the sea to catch fish. Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make 

you fishers of men.” (Matthew 4:19) At once they left their nets and followed Jesus. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Matthew 4:18-20; 14:22-33; Luke 22:54-62. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• Jesus loved Peter and forgave him even when Peter denied that he knew Jesus. After Jesus ascended, 

Peter continued to share the Gospel and faithfully serve Him. Jesus never turned His back on Peter, 

because Jesus is the ultimate Friend!  

TESTIMONY 

• Share about a time Jesus showed you that He was your ultimate Friend. 

• Share about a time you were able to be a friend like Jesus.
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CHALLENGE

Visuals 
• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned about the great friendship Jesus had with Peter. Jesus called Peter as one of 

His disciples, spent time with him, prayed with him, proclaimed the Gospel with him, and taught him. Jesus 

also forgave Peter when he made mistakes and doubted Him. For example, one time when Peter was 

walking toward Jesus on the water, he began to sink because of his doubt, but Jesus rescued him. Later, 

after Jesus was arrested, Peter denied that he knew Jesus because he was afraid of what people might do 

to him. But Jesus showed compassion to Peter then, too. Jesus is the ultimate Friend! 

Key Points 

Jesus built up His friends! 

• Jesus knew all about His disciples—their strengths and their weaknesses—and He loved them. We may be 

embarrassed to share our faith or stand up for what we believe, but Jesus can build us up. Where we are 

weak, He can make us strong. 

• Isaiah 40:29, “He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might He increases strength.” 

Jesus was there for His friends! 

• No matter what we face, good or bad, Jesus is there. He is there when we are happy and when we are sad. 

He is there even when we don’t want Him to be, when we are sinning or don’t want His help. God loves us 

so much. He will never leave us. 

• Matthew 28:20b, “Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

We can be a friend like Jesus! 

• Jesus wants us to follow His example to love others unconditionally and be there for them through good 

and bad times. He wants us to tell others about His love and how they can have a relationship with Him. 

• John 13:34b, “Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion 
Jesus wants to be your ultimate Friend! You can have that kind of friendship by asking Him to be the Lord of 

your life. You can learn from Jesus how to treat others so you can be a good friend. 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Jesus loves you and wants to have a relationship with you. He is the ultimate Friend! But sin separates you 

from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything you think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. Jesus paid the price 

for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). Because of Jesus, we can admit that we have 

sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 10:9).  

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Who do you know that doesn’t know Jesus, the ultimate Friend?  Who do you know that hasn’t received 

forgiveness for his sins and accepted Jesus as the Lord of his life? Take the time to tell that person about 

Jesus. 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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PINKY PROMISE (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 
• Picture of kids making a pinky promise* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, show them the picture of two children making a pinky promise. Ask them what a 

pinky promise is and who you make one with. A pinky promise is between two friends. The other person 

should be someone you trust and who wouldn’t break the promise. It is a blessing to have such a loyal 

friend you can trust no matter what. Would you do a pinky promise with someone you didn’t know well or 

who always let you down? Probably not, because you couldn’t trust that person. 

• Today we are going to learn about how Jesus is the ultimate Friend. He is always there for His friends; He 

encourages them and never lets them down. We can learn from Jesus how to be an amazing friend. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. John 13:34b, “Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 

another.” 
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HEART (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a Heart Valentine* 

Supplies 

• Bible 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they have ever given a Valentine card to a friend, classmate, or family member. How do you 

think people felt when they received the valentine? Do you like receiving Valentine cards from friends? How 

has it made you feel? Getting a nice card makes us feel special and cared about, maybe even loved by that 

person. Jesus is the ultimate Friend Who loves everyone in the whole world! We are to love like Jesus loves 

and to be a friend to many. 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

John 13:34b, “Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Just as — in the same way 

Love — welcome, show fondness for, to love dearly, care for 

One another — each individual person who follows Jesus 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Do you want to receive the never-ending love that Jesus offers? Can you also show that love to 

others? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

How can you love like Jesus? Who do you know that needs a friend or may be feeling unloved?  

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play March-a-Verse (Jog-a-Verse/Skip-a-Verse). Chant the Memory Verse as the group marches around the 

room/Small Group area. Say a word or phrase with each step you take. If you are in a small space, you can 

have the children pat their hands on their legs instead of marching.
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LOVED (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 
• “Who is God?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of James Metcalf* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 

• James Metcalf grew up going to church. When he was 13-years-old, his parents divorced, and he moved 

with his mom to Duncan, Oklahoma. James started hanging out with the wrong people, doing drugs, and 

getting into trouble. At the age of 20, James was arrested for manufacturing drugs and was sentenced to 10 

years in prison. James spent six months in solitary confinement for misbehaving.  

• James was at such a low point that he wanted to kill himself. He remembered learning about God as a boy, 

but he didn’t think God could forgive him or love him because of all the bad things he had done. One day, 

James cried out to God, “God, if you are real, show me!” James found a Bible and a one-year Bible reading 

plan in his cell. He turned to the Scripture for that day and read 1 Corinthians 10:13, “No temptation has 

overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond your 

ability, but with the temptation He will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.”  

• James’s heart was changed that day! He asked Jesus to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life. He 

promised God that if he was ever to get out of prison, he would serve Him the rest of his life.  

• James’s social worker reviewed his case and asked a judge to reconsider the length of his sentence. Within 

six weeks, James walked out of prison after serving only two years! 

• James kept his promise to God to serve Him the rest of his life. He has worked with Addicts Anonymous 

and has led Bible studies in prison. He makes the most of any opportunity God gives him.  

• God has blessed James with a beautiful wife and family who love God and serve Him. 

• Just like James, we can experience God’s love and forgiveness if we ask. Use the “Who is God?” Visual to 

review. 

• James has grown through his experiences and shares the Gospel every chance he gets. We too need to 

GROW as a believer and tell others about Jesus (Mark 16:15). Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children discuss if they have ever worried that God couldn’t forgive them because of 

the things they have done.  

• Younger Team: Have the children sing “Jesus Loves Me.” Talk about how much God loves them, no matter 

what. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children write the word loved in bubble letters in the center of a page and write 

around it what it means for God to love unconditionally. 

• Active Team: Have the children race to look up the Scriptures used and discuss who God is and how great 

His love is for us. 
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 
• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• Where did Jesus find Peter and his brother? (Fishing by the Sea of Galilee) 

• What did Jesus ask them to do? (To follow Him) 

• What did Jesus do with five loaves and two fish? (He multiplied them to feed more than 5,000 people.) 

• Where did Jesus go after this miracle? (He went up the mountain to pray.) 

• Where did the disciples go? (They traveled by boat across the Sea of Galilee.) 

• What happened just before dawn? (Jesus walked to them on the water.) 

• Why were the disciples afraid? (They thought Jesus was a ghost.) 

• What did Peter say to Jesus? (“Lord, is it you? If it is, tell me to come to You on the water.”) 

• What happened when Peter stepped out of the boat? (He walked on the water!) 

• What happened when Peter started looking at the wind? (He became afraid and started sinking.) 

• Who was there to save him? (Jesus) 

• When Jesus was arrested, why did Peter follow at a distance? (He wanted to keep an eye on Jesus but was 

fearful of what would happen to him if he was caught.) 

• How many times did Peter deny Jesus? (Three times) 

• Did Jesus turn His back on Peter? (No) 

• What did Peter do after Jesus ascended into Heaven? (He continued to share the Gospel and faithfully 

serve Jesus.) 

Discussion Questions 
• How can we know we can trust Jesus to always be there for us? 

• How can we be a friend like Jesus to others? 
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WATERCOLOR (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• White cardstock (one per child), white crayons (one per child), watercolor paints, brush 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a piece of white cardstock. Have them write “Jesus is the ultimate Friend” on their 

papers using the white crayon. Encourage them to be creative in how they draw their letters and to add 

extra designs. Some children may need you to write out the words for them to copy. When they are finished, 

have them paint the entire paper using any colors they would like. The words they wrote should be the only 

thing left that is white. It should clearly say, “Jesus is the ultimate Friend.” 

• Remind the children that Jesus is the ultimate Friend, and we can have a relationship with Him when we ask 

Him to forgive our sins and be the Lord of our lives. Jesus is our example of what kind of friend we should 

be to others. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. John 13:34b, “Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 

another.” 
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what they learned about how Jesus is 

our ultimate Friend. Have them fill out the “Put it to action!” portion by writing something they can do this 

week to apply what they learned. How can they be a friend like Jesus? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they can be a friend like Jesus. If you have 

a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Word Search Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Dot-to-Dot Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity. 
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