


POWER PHRASE 
Jesus is the great Comforter! 

MEMORY VERSE 
1 Peter 5:7, “Casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Understand that Jesus wants her to give Him all her worries! 

• Realize that Jesus has promised her a place with Him in Heaven if she is His child! 

• Choose to trust Jesus and not worry about the circumstances around her! 

REMINDERS 
There are many things to be anxious and worry about in life. It is very important that the children understand 

that Jesus has sent the Holy Spirit to those who believe in Him. He is there to comfort and guide them. They 

are not alone. They don’t have to worry. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Kristn Punjabi, Barbara Bingham, Dustin Gier, Ashley Robinson, Passion Bradley, Jewell Jackson, 

Daniel Weaver, Janna Smith, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma 

City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these children. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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JESUS’ PROMISES TO THE DISCIPLES BEFORE HE LEFT (BIBLE STORY - JOHN 14-16)

Visuals 
• Bible Story Visuals*, Key Word Signs* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, Bible character costumes 

Captivate #1 - Act it Out! 

• Have the children dress up or pretend to be characters in the Bible Story. Choose a few boys to dress up as 

Jesus and some of the disciples. Have them act out the story as you tell it. You also can have them repeat 

key sentences after you. Emphasize emotions or actions they can do throughout the story. 

Captivate #2 - Key Word! 
• Identify several key words that you will use in the Bible Story. Before telling the story, tell the children an 

action or sound effect for each of the key words. Make sure that as you tell the story you repeat these 

words often. Some examples would be that when you say “Jesus,” the children say “comforter,” or when you 

say “Heaven,” the children say “home.” 

Introduction 

• Jesus had accomplished what He came to earth to do. He lived the perfect life, died on the cross, and rose 

again so He could pay the price for our sins. He told the disciples that His time with them would soon be 

coming to an end because He would be going back to His Father in Heaven. The disciples were troubled 

by this news. 

Story 
• Retell the story from John 14-16. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 

• Jesus told the disciples all these things so they would have peace and not worry. He wanted to comfort 

them and prepare them for what was to come. He also wanted to let them know that He was sending the 

Holy Spirit to guide them when He was gone. He told them there was no reason for them to worry, because 

Jesus is the great Comforter! 

TESTIMONY 

• Share how you realized you were a sinner and needed to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of 

your life. 

• Share a time you were able to tell someone else about Jesus and help that person ask Jesus to forgive his 

sins and be the Lord of his life.
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CHALLENGE

Visuals 
• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, the disciples were worried when they learned that Jesus was leaving them. Jesus 

reassured them and told them not to worry. He told them that He was going to Heaven and would prepare a 

place for all those who believed. He also promised that He would return for those who believed and would 

bring them to their heavenly home. He said that while He was gone, the Holy Spirit would come to comfort 

and help them. Jesus knew their worries. He comforted them and gave them hope for the future. 

Key Points 
Jesus promised that He would make a home for His children in Heaven! 

• Jesus came to make a way so we could be forgiven for our sins and be able to spend eternity with Him. He 

is preparing a place in Heaven so we can be with Him forever! 

• John 14:2, “In My Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare 

a place for you?” 

Jesus promised that He would come back for His children! 

• Although we may not know the day, the time, or the hour when Jesus will return, He promises that day will 

come. He will return for all those who are His children. 

• John 14:3, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to Myself, that where I 

am you may be also.” 

Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to His children! 

• Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit, whom He also called the Helper and the Comforter, to be with us 

and help us in all circumstances. Jesus is not talking about a blanket for our bed. He is talking about 

someone who will comfort us and who will be there for us when we go through hard times. Jesus never 

promised that life would be easy, but He did promise that the Holy Spirit would always be with us to help, 

guide, and comfort us. 

• John 14:16, “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, to be with you forever.” 

• We need to give all our worries and fears to God. 1 Peter 5:7 says, “Casting all your anxieties on Him, 

because He cares for you.”

4   |   LARGE GROUP



CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion 
We don’t have to be anxious about what the future holds. Jesus promised us that if we have repented of our 

sin and asked Jesus to be the Lord of our lives, we are His children. He is preparing a place in Heaven so we 

can spend forever with Him. In the meantime, He has given us the Holy Spirit to help us through this life. He is 

always with us as the great Comforter! 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you want to spend eternity in Heaven with Jesus? Have you made the choice to ask Jesus to forgive 

your sins and be the Lord of your life? God sent His Son to die on the cross so that you can receive 

forgiveness for your sins. We have all sinned, and sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a).  
Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our 

Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Because of Jesus, we can admit that we have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 

10:9). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Do you have worries and hurts you need to give to God? He is there and wants to comfort you. 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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FISHING (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 
• Picture of someone fishing* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, show them the picture of the person fishing. Ask them what the person is doing. What 

does it mean to cast your line into the water? It means that you are throwing it deep in the water in hopes of 

catching a fish.  

• Today we are going to learn how we need to cast (or throw) all of our cares on Jesus. When we do, we can 

receive His peace in our lives. Jesus promises to send us a Comforter, the Holy Spirit. He’s not talking about 

a blanket for our bed. He is talking about someone who will comfort us and who will be there for us when 

we go through hard times. We can tell Him all the things that we worry about. Just like fishing, if we don’t 

cast out the line, we can’t receive what God has for us – His peace, comfort, and joy. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. 1 Peter 5:7, “Casting all your anxieties on Him, because He 

cares for you.”
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BURDEN (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of Heavy Backpack* 

Supplies 

• Bible 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they went on an adventure or hike and carried a heavy backpack, how would they feel at 

the end of that hike? Tired? Cranky? Hurting? What if someone offered to carry the backpack for them? 

Wouldn’t that be wonderful? What are things you carry around INSIDE you that wear you down? What are 

things that are hurting your heart or fears you have? Today’s Memory Verse tells us to cast our anxieties—our 

worries and fears—on Jesus, because He cares for us. Jesus will carry our heavy load for us! Will we let Him? 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

1 Peter 5:7, “Casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Casting — to throw, place upon, to give up to God 

All your anxieties — each, every, any, the whole of your cares, distractions, worries or fears about life 

On Him — surrender to Jesus, give charge to God 

Cares — interests, concerns, matters, problems, issues, worries 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Do you know that Jesus cares for you? Are there things in your life that make you fearful? Have you 

ever thought about giving your worries to Jesus and asking Him to forgive you of your sins? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

Do you have things you worry about that you need to give to God? Why can we trust God with our 

fears? How can you help others to know that God cares for them? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Fill in the Word. Review the verse together a couple times. Then explain to the children that while your 

hands are up, you will say the words. When your hands are down, they will fill in the words that come next. 

Rotate between holding your hands up and down to keep the children challenged and engaged.
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SHARE (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 
• “What’s Your Choice?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of QuaTerrious 

Robinson* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools, mirror 

Instruction and Application 
• QuaTerrious Robinson, known as Q, played football in junior high and high school. His coach was a great 

role model for him and told him about Jesus. Through his coach, Q asked Jesus to forgive his sins and be 

the Lord of his life. 

• When Q was 13 years old, his mom died, and he went to live with his aunt for a few months. At first Q was 

very upset and depressed. His life had drastically changed. But through the support of friends and his 

church, he was able to depend on God and trust Him. Over the next three years, Q lived with a variety of 

people, from friends to even his football coach. He finally settled in with a family from his church and 

became part of the family. Q graduated high school!  

• Now Q always has a smile on his face and makes friends with everyone he meets. He is very involved with 

his church and has a servant’s heart. He allows God to use the struggles and loss he experienced to tell 

others about Jesus. Q worked at an inner city camp in Houston last summer where he could be a role 

model for young boys and girls and tell them about Jesus. He currently works at a group home for foster 

children. He can connect with the children because he knows what they are going through. God has great 

things ahead for Q because of his love for God and willingness to serve. 

• Just like Q, we can make the choice to ask Jesus to forgive our sins and be the Lord of our lives. Use the 

“What’s Your Choice?” Visual to review. 

• Q uses his experiences as an opportunity to tell others about Jesus. We too can tell others about Jesus 

(Mark 16:15). Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 

• Older Team: Have the children discuss how they can use their experiences to tell others about Jesus. 

• Younger Team: Have the children look in the mirror and say “Jesus loves me.” Talk about how they can tell 

others that Jesus loves them, too. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a picture or make a card to encourage someone they know who is 

going through a difficult time. 

• Active Team: Have the children play Go, Go, Stop. If a child get’s caught moving, have him say a way he can 

use experiences he has gone through to tell others about Jesus. 
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 
• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• What did Jesus come to earth to accomplish? (To live a perfect life, die on the cross, and rise again to pay 

the price for our sins) 

• Why were the disciples worried? (Because Jesus said He was leaving them) 

• Where did Jesus say He was going? (To Heaven) 

• Why was He going to Heaven? (To prepare a place for those who believe in Him) 

• What else did Jesus promise the disciples? (That He would come back and take them to Heaven to be with 

Him) 

• What did Jesus say was the only way to go to the Father? (Through Jesus) 

• Who did Jesus say He would send? (The Holy Spirit) 

• What would the Holy Spirit do? (Comfort, guide, and be with them) 

• What did Jesus say when Philip asked to see the Father? (Jesus told him that if he had seen Him, he had 

seen the Father.) 

• What did Jesus tell them that people would do? (He said they would hate them just like they hated Jesus.) 

Discussion Questions 
• What can/should we do when we are anxious and worried? 

• What area in your life do you need comfort (e.g., physical, emotional, etc.)? 
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COMFORTER (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Comforter Template* (one per child), strip of fabric (one per child), scissors, coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a Comforter Template and have them color and cut along the dotted line. For 

smaller children, you may choose to cut it ahead of time. Have the children slide the fabric through the 

paper as shown on the craft sample. 

• Remind the children that Jesus is the great Comforter! He promised the disciples that He would come back 

for them but that He would also send the Holy Spirit to be with them and to comfort them. The Holy Spirit 

can comfort us and remind us that we can give all our worries and anxieties to God because He cares for 

us.  

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. 1 Peter 5:7, “Casting all your anxieties on Him, because He 

cares for you.”
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what they learned about how Jesus is 

the great Comforter. Next have them fill out the “Put it to action!” portion by writing something they can do 

this week to apply what they learned. What anxieties do you have? How can you give those to Jesus? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they can tell others about Jesus and how 

He loves them and wants to comfort them. If you have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have 

them draw a picture instead. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Jesus Comforts Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Jesus Comforts Word Scramble* 

• Additional Activity #3: Jesus Comforts Hidden Word* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity. 
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