


POWER PHRASE 
Jesus is the only Savior! 

MEMORY VERSE 
Isaiah 43:11, “I am the Lord, and besides Me there is no Savior.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Understand that he needs to be saved! 

• Realize that Jesus is the only One Who can forgive his sins! 

• Choose to ask Jesus to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life! 

REMINDERS 
Kids are used to making compromises in life, but there are some non-negotiables. One of the most important 

non-negotiables is how Jesus is the only way to receive forgiveness for our sins and have a relationship with 

God. Some people try to twist truth to suit their wishes, but truth is truth – Jesus is the only Savior! 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Kristn Punjabi, Barbara Bingham, Dustin Gier, Ashley Robinson, Passion Bradley, Jewell Jackson, 

Daniel Weaver, Janna Smith, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma 

City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these children. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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JESUS GIVES HIS LIFE (BIBLE STORY - MARK 14:32-65; 15:1–16:20)

Visuals 
• Bible Story Visuals*, Key Word Signs* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, Bible character costumes 

Captivate #1 - Act it Out! 

• Have the children dress up or pretend to be characters in the Bible Story. Choose three boys to dress up as 

Jesus, Pilate, and the high priest. Have them act out the story as you tell it. You also can have them repeat 

key sentences after you. Emphasize emotions or actions they can do throughout the story. 

Captivate #2 - Key Word! 
• Identify several key words you will use in the Bible Story. Before telling the story, tell the children an action 

or sound effect for each of the key words. Make sure that as you tell the story you repeat these words often. 

Some examples would be when you say “Jesus,” the children say “Savior;” or when you say “died,” the 

children say “rose again.” 

Introduction 

• Jesus lived a perfect life and died a perfect death so we could spend eternity with God in Heaven. After 

Jesus grew up, He began His earthly ministry of teaching, preaching, healing, and miracles. But the greatest 

miracle of all was about to take place! 

Story 
• Retell the story from Mark 14:32-65; 15:1-16:20. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• Jesus did just as He told His disciples He would. He died on the cross and was buried, but three days later 

He rose from the grave! He paid the price for our sins so we can receive forgiveness and spend eternity 

with God in Heaven. Jesus is the only Savior! 

TESTIMONY 

• Share how you realized you were a sinner and needed to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of 

your life. 

• Share a time you were able to tell someone about Jesus and help her to ask Jesus to forgive her sins and 

be the Lord of her life.
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CHALLENGE

Visuals 
• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned that Jesus came to earth because He was the only One who could pay the 

price for our sins. He came as a baby, grew into a man, shared God’s truth with many, and died on a cross. 

But that wasn’t the end of the story. Three days later He rose from the dead! He conquered sin and death 

so we could receive forgiveness for our sins. Jesus is the only Savior! 

Key Points 

Jesus is perfect! 

• Jesus has never sinned. Sin is anything that we think, say, or do that breaks God’s laws. He never gave in to 

temptations or did anything that went against God. He was perfect! 

• 1 Peter 2:22, “He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in His mouth.” 

• Isaiah 43:11, “I am the Lord, and besides Me there is no Savior.” 

Jesus is our Substitute! 

• The only one who could pay the price for our sins is Jesus because He has never sinned. He took our place 

and became our Substitute. 

• 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become 

the righteousness of God.” 

• Hebrews 9:22b, “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” 

We can choose to receive forgiveness! 

• Just like any gift, it isn’t yours if you don’t accept it. Anyone can receive forgiveness for his sins; all he has to 

do is admit he has sinned and ask Jesus to forgive him and be the Lord of his life. 

• Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

• Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion 
We know that besides Jesus, there is no Savior (Isaiah 43:11). Jesus came to pay the price for our sins so that 

we can receive forgiveness and spend eternity with God in Heaven. But we must make a choice to accept 

Him as our Savior.  

Review the Memory Verse together. Isaiah 43:11, “I am the Lord, and besides Me there is no Savior.” 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Have you made the choice to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life? God sent His Son 

to die on the cross so that you can receive forgiveness for your sins. We have all sinned, and sin separates 

us from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. Jesus paid the price 

for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Because of Jesus, we can admit that we have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 

10:9). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Who do you know that doesn’t know Jesus and hasn’t received forgiveness for sins by accepting Him as 

the Lord of her life? Take the time to tell that person about Jesus! 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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SAVED (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 
• Picture of a life preserver* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, show them the picture of the life preserver. Ask them what they think the object in the 

picture is used for and where they might find one. A life preserver is used to rescue a person who is 

drowning. Someone throws it to the person drowning, who then holds onto it until he is pulled in to safety. 

But what happens if there is no one to throw out the life preserver? The person drowning can’t be saved. 

What happens if the person drowning doesn’t reach out and grab onto the life preserver? He can’t be 

saved. Someone must throw out the life preserver, and the drowning person must grab hold of it in order for 

him to be saved.  

• Today we will learn how we are like that person who is drowning, and there is only one person who can 

save us – Jesus. We also will learn that we must grab hold of Jesus as our Savior in order to be saved. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Isaiah 43:11, “I am the Lord, and besides Me there is no Savior.” 
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NO OTHER (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a wooden cross* 

Supplies 

• Bible 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Today we learned how Simon was forced to carry Jesus’ cross. Ask the children what it might have been like 

for Simon to carry Jesus’ cross. Do you think the cross was heavy? How do you think Simon might have felt 

when he finished and placed the cross on the ground for Jesus to be nailed upon? The Bible tells us that 

Jesus, God’s one and only Son, not only took Simon’s place on the cross, but that Jesus took our places on 

the cross, too. Jesus became our Savior when He died for us, saving us from the consequences or 

punishment for our sin (Romans 3:23). Jesus can forgive any person’s sin and bring freedom to his life. 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Isaiah 43:11, “I am the Lord, and besides Me there is no Savior.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Lord — the one true God, ruler of everything 

Besides Me — apart from God 

Savior — one that saves, delivers, gives victory, brings freedom, preserves, defends 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Do you know that sin is anything you think, say, or do that breaks God’s laws? Have you ever sinned? 

Do you want to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

Why should you try to do what is right and not sin, even though your sins have already been forgiven? 

How can you tell others about Jesus so they can experience forgiveness for their sins? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Me Then You. Review the verse together a couple times. Then explain to the children that while your 

hands are up, you will say the words. When your hands are down, they will say the words. Rotate between 

your hands being up and down to keep the children engaged and challenged.
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DESPAIR (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 
• “What’s Your Choice?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of George and 

Meredith Shafer* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 
• George and Meredith Shafer both accepted Jesus as the Lord of their lives when they were children. They 

both faced many hardships before God brought them to each other. When they met, Meredith was a single 

mom with two adopted children. George was a Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Reconnaissance Specialist 

in the U.S. military in Kuwait. George and Meredith married, and their family grew. They had a daughter and 

another son on the way. George struggled with addictions to alcohol and prescription pain pills. He used 

these addictions to mask the pain and trauma of the things he had experienced while serving in the military. 

• One night Meredith thought George had gone for a run. Meredith was going to take a nap, but God told her 

to go in the backyard instead. Meredith was obedient and walked outside and climbed into the treehouse. 

There she found George, with a half bottle of liquor, a gun, and a pile of goodbye notes. George was 

planning to end his life that night. But God met George and Meredith in that treehouse! God gave Meredith 

the words to speak, and George’s life was spared.  

• It hasn’t been easy for them since then, but God has been faithful. George retired from the military and was 

diagnosed with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.  

• George and Meredith now share their story to honor God and help others. They have started Freedom 

Ministries, where people who have experienced pain, hurt, addiction, trauma, or loss can find support and 

help. Meredith has written two books.  

• Just like George and Meredith, we need to choose to accept Jesus as the Lord of our lives. It doesn’t mean 

life will be easy, but it does mean God will always be there to help us. Use the “What’s Your Choice?” Visual 

to review. 

• George and Meredith have both overcome much and have grown through their experiences. We too need 

to GROW as believers and tell others about Jesus (Mark 16:15). Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children discuss difficult things they have faced and how God can bring healing. 

Discuss how God can use their stories to help others and bring Him glory. 

• Younger Team: Have the children sing “Read Your Bible, Pray Every Day.” Talk about how they can GROW to 

be more like Jesus. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a picture or make a card to encourage someone they know who is 

going through a difficult time. 

• Active Team: Have the children play Go, Go, Stop. If a child gets caught moving, have him say a way he can 

encourage someone who is going through a difficult time. 
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 
• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• Why did Jesus come to earth? (To live the perfect life and die on the cross to pay the price for our sins) 

• Where did Jesus and the disciples go? (Gethsemane) 

• What did Jesus ask Peter, James, and John to do? (Sit while He prayed) 

• What did Peter, James, and John do? (They fell asleep.) 

• How many times did Jesus find them asleep? (Three times) 

• Who kissed Jesus on the cheek? (Judas) 

• Why did Judas kiss Him? (To let the officials know who Jesus was so they could arrest Him) 

• Who was Jesus brought before? (The high priest) 

• Did the high priest find Jesus guilty? (Yes) 

• What did the soldiers do to Jesus? (They spit on Him and brutally beat Him.) 

• When Pilate gave the people the choice of Barabbas or Jesus to free, who did they choose? (Barabbas) 

• What did Pilate say to do with Jesus? (He gave the people what they wanted and said to crucify Jesus.) 

• How did Jesus die? (He was nailed to a cross and left to die.) 

• How long was Jesus dead? (Three days) 

• What happened on the third day? (Jesus came back to life, just as He had said He would!) 

Discussion Questions 
• What does Jesus’ dying on the cross mean to you? 

• Why was Jesus the only One who could pay for our sins? 
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JESUS (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Jesus Template* (one per child), strips of colored paper (1-inch strips), glue, scissors 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a Jesus Template and have them pick an assortment of colored strips of paper, or 

they can choose to do all one color. Have them trim the strips of paper to fit the shapes of the Jesus 

Template. Then have them glue the pieces to the paper. When finished, it will spell “Jesus.”  

• Remind the children that Jesus is the only Savior! Because of Him, we can receive forgiveness for our sins. 

Review the Memory Verse with the children. Isaiah 43:11, “I am the Lord, and besides Me there is no Savior.” 
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what they learned about Jesus as the 

only Savior. Have them fill out the “Put it to action!” portion by writing something they can do this week to 

apply what they learned. Have they prayed and asked Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their 

lives? If they have, how can they tell others about Jesus? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they can tell others about Jesus. If you 

have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Crack the Code Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Fill-in-the-Blank Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity. 
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