
CHOOSE GOD
LESSON 7



POWER PHRASE
I can be a leader!

MEMORY VERSE
Romans 12:2a, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.”

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

GOALS
The child will...

• Understand that God has a plan for his life and wants him to be a leader!

• Learn when to lead and when to follow!

• Choose to lead when God gives him the opportunity!

REMINDERS
Peer pressure is a very difficult thing. Fear of being made fun of or bullied makes it even more difficult. It is 

easier to just blend in than to stand out and stand up for what you believe in. The children need to know that 

God is calling them to not blend in with everyone, but to be leaders and stand up for their faith.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Kristn Punjabi, Barbara Bingham, Dustin Gier, Ashley Robinson, Passion Bradley, Jewell Jackson, 

Daniel Weaver, Janna Smith, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma 

City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these children.

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used with the permission of 

www.iamsecond.com.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded 

for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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GOD CALLS JEREMIAH (BIBLE STORY - JEREMIAH 1)

Recommended Visuals

• Bible Story Visuals*

Recommended Supplies
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, dress shirt or bathrobe, microphone prop, “Press” badge, “Press” card 

in hat

Captivate #1 - News Flash!

• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give the volunteer 

something to use as a microphone. You also could have the volunteer wear a hat with a “Press” card tucked 

in it or wear a “Press” badge. This activity will work best if the volunteer is given time to practice in advance.

Captivate #2 - Helping Hands!

• Choose two boys to act out the part of Jeremiah in the Bible Story. Have the first boy put on a dress shirt or 

bathrobe backwards. Have the second boy be the arms of Jeremiah by standing behind the first boy and 

putting his hands through the sleeves of the shirt/bathrobe. Be sure to add a lot of activity and expressions 

throughout the Bible Story. (Since the children will be standing so close together, it is recommended to 

choose two children of the same gender for this activity.) 

Introduction

• At this point in history, the nation of Israel was divided in two, and the Northern Tribes had been defeated 

by the Assyrians. The Southern Tribes were very close to being defeated by Babylon. During this time, God 

called several men to go to the people and declare His words to them. These men were called prophets.

Story

• Retell the story from Jeremiah 1.

• See Bible Story Script.

Conclusion
• God called Jeremiah to be a leader and was with him. God gave him the abilities and boldness to do what 

God called him to do. God was able to use Jeremiah because Jeremiah was willing to lead others as he 

followed God. God wants me to be a leader, too!

TESTIMONY
• Share about a time you were able to lead others and teach them things about God.

• Share about a time you were taught by someone else and grew in your faith.
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CHALLENGE
Recommended Visuals

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual*

Supplies
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*

Introduction

• In our Bible story today, we learned that Jeremiah was afraid when he was first called by God to be a 

prophet and speak God’s words to the people. But God promised Jeremiah that He would be with him, 

even when the message he shared made people angry, which God knew it would. God made it clear that 

Jeremiah needed to say everything that God wanted him to say. God would be with Jeremiah as he was 

called to lead. I can be a leader, too, when needed!

Key Points

God has a plan for my life!

• God had a plan for Jeremiah’s life. God has a plan for each and every one of our lives. He can use us to do 

great things if we follow Him. Think in your minds what might God be calling you to do for Him?

• Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to 

give you a future and a hope.”

I can lead others to know God!

• We have an opportunity to share the greatest news with everyone we know. This news can show them how 

to have a relationship with God and allow them to spend eternity with Him. God wants us to share that 

news!

• 2 Timothy 4:2, “Preach the Word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 

complete patience and teaching.”

Others can lead me closer to God!
• We aren’t always supposed to lead. Sometimes we need to listen and follow the teachings of other 

believers to whom God has given wisdom to help us grow spiritually. We all need other believers in our 

lives who can tell when we are doing things that don’t honor God or encourage us in our faith.

• Proverbs 1:5, “Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who understands obtain guidance.”

4   |   LARGE GROUP



CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion

• God can use us to do great things for Him if we are willing to stand up and not follow the crowd. We can 

lead others to know about God. 
• Romans 12:2a, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.”

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• God wants you to know Him and love Him. He wants you to act differently from people who do not have a 

relationship with Him. He created you so you could have a relationship with Him, but your sin separates you 

from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. Jesus paid the price 

for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21).

• Because of Jesus, we can admit that we have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 

10:9).

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives.

For the saved child:

• Challenge the saved children to act differently from people who don’t follow God. They can stand up for 

what they believe in and be leaders. It won’t always be easy, but God will help them and it will be the right 

thing to do!

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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FOLLOW THE LEADER (ARRIVING ACTIVITY)

Visuals
• Picture of kids playing Follow the Leader*

Instruction and Application
• As the children arrive, show them the picture of kids playing Follow the Leader. If you have space and 

time, play a few rounds of the game with the children. Ask them how to play Follow the Leader. How many 

leaders can there be in each game? Why do you have to do what they are doing? What if no one wants to 

be a leader?
• There has to be someone to be the leader who will step up and give instructions to those who are 

following. The followers also have to listen and do what the leader asks them to do. 
• Today we are going to learn how we can be not only leaders in fun things like games, but leaders for God! 

He wants us to tell others about Him and show them how they also can become believers and live for 

God.
• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Romans 12:2a, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind.”
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CHAMELEON (MEMORY VERSE)

Visuals
• Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a chameleon*

Supplies
• Bible

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction, and don’t let go!)

Ask the children if they have ever seen a chameleon. What can a chameleon do? It can adapt to its 

environment and change its appearance. A chameleon is a follower; it doesn’t stand out. It wants to blend in 

so it doesn’t look different from anything else. Our Memory Verse tells us that we should not conform to the 

world like a chameleon. We should be transformed by the renewing of our minds. Ask the children what they 

think it means to renew their minds. We renew our minds by reading our Bibles, praying, and going to church. 

We renew our minds when we focus on God! You can be a leader! You can stand out and lead instead of 

blending in like a chameleon.

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.)

Romans 12:2a, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.”

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.)

Transformed – changed

Renewal of your mind – change your thoughts for the better, believe truth

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

Do you want to be transformed? Do you want to change your thoughts and actions to those that honor 

God? Do you want to ask Jesus to be the Lord of your life?

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

How do you renew your mind? How are you becoming more like Jesus and different from those who 

do not know or love God?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times.

Memory Game

Play Crazy Stand Ups. “Everyone who . . .  say the verse.” Fill in the space with different characteristics such as 

“is wearing green,” “is six years old,” etc. The children respond by standing to say the Memory Verse.
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LOVED (GOSPEL PRESENTATION)

Visuals
• “Who Is God?” and “What’s Your Choice?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Irma Ramirez*

Supplies
• Bible, paper, writing tools, ball

Instruction and Application
• Irma Ramirez grew up in an abusive home. Her father often took out his anger on his children, physically 

hitting them. When Irma was 12 years old, her brother began abusing her, forcing her to do things she 

didn’t want to do.  She feared her brother, and when he came to visit, she would ask to go with her 

mother; but there were times she couldn’t leave. She never shared what was happening with her mother; 

she kept it secret. 
• Later, when Irma went to live with her aunt and uncle in Dallas, she witnessed them making and taking 

drugs. With that came men coming to the apartment for drugs, and Irma was abused more. She feared 

nighttime and going to sleep.
• Irma begged God to heal her and the pain she was feeling from the abuse in her life. She later said that it 

was only because of God that she survived. She remembers hearing a sermon about God’s love and was 

amazed that God loved her so much! When the pastor called those who wanted to believe in Jesus to the 

front, she knelt and prayed. God healed Irma; He transformed her life and made her a different person. 

Because of Christ’s love, she has even forgiven those who hurt her.
• Irma learned who God was and how much He loved her. She also learned that God could heal her from 

the pain she endured. Use the “Who Is God?” Visual to review.
• Irma asked Jesus to forgive her sins and be the Lord of her life. She also allowed God to heal her. We too 

need to make a choice to ask Jesus to forgive our sins and be the Lord of our lives. Use the “What’s Your 

Choice?” Visual to review.

Discussion
• Older Team: Have the children discuss how great God’s love is and how He can bring healing and change 

to a person’s life.
• Younger Team: Have the children sing “Jesus Loves Me” and talk about how much God loves them and 

sent His Son to die for them.
• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a heart in the center of a paper. Then have them write what it means 

to them that God loves them.
• Active Team: Have the children sit in a circle and toss the ball to someone else in the group, each time 

spelling a letter in the word loved. The person to say the letter d shares what God’s love means to her.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS)

Supplies
• Review Questions*

Large Group Story Review Questions
• What did God call Jeremiah to be? (A prophet)
• What is a prophet? (Someone who speaks God’s words)
• What did Jeremiah say to God? (I don’t know how to talk. I’m just a kid.)
• What did God say when He touched Jeremiah’s mouth? (That He would put the words in Jeremiah’s 

mouth, that He had appointed Jeremiah to speak to the nations)
• What did God show Jeremiah first? (A branch from an almond tree)
• What did the vision mean? (That God was watching over His Words, and they would come true)
• What did God show Jeremiah next? (A pot with boiling water facing from the North)
• What did the vision mean? (The kingdoms to the North were gathering to overtake Jerusalem.)
• Why was judgment coming to God’s people? (Because they did not obey God)
• Why did God tell Jeremiah not to be afraid? (Because God would be with him)

Discussion Questions
• How can you be a leader even though you are young?
• What has God called you to do?
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“BEE” A LEADER (CRAFT)

Visuals
• Craft sample*

Supplies
• Bumble bee pony beads (one per child), A, L, E, A, D, E, R letter beads (one per child), 8-inch piece of 

bracelet cord (one per child)

Instruction and Application
• Give each of the children a set of beads and a piece of cord. Have them tie a knot on the bracelet about 3 

inches from one end. Next have them slide a “bee” bead on the bracelet, followed by the A, L, E, A, D, E, 

and R beads. Then have them tie a knot at the other end. They will have a bracelet that says “Bee A 

LEADER” to remind them to be a leader for God. Just like Jeremiah, they are not too young to be used by 

God. God has a plan for their lives and they can serve Him NOW! They don’t have to blend in and follow 

the crowd. They can stand out and be a leader!

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Romans 12:2a, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind.”
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES)

Supplies
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools

Activity #1
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” paper. Have the children write what they learned about how they 

can be a leader. Next have them fill out the “Put it to action!” portion by writing something they can do this 

week to apply what they learned. How can they be a leader for God this week? What can they do that 

would teach others about Jesus and help them grow closer to God?

Activity #2
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios they encounter where they realize that they are 

doing something wrong and how they can correct it. If you have a group that is more quiet, you could 

choose to have them draw a picture instead.

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY)

Supplies
• Additional Activity #1: Jeremiah Coloring Page*
• Additional Activity #2: Almond Tree Dot-to-Dot*
• Additional Activity #3: The Big Take Away Key Chain*

Instruction and Application
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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