
CHOOSE GOD
LESSON 5



POWER PHRASE
I can’t hide from God!

MEMORY VERSE
Jeremiah 17:10a, “I the Lord search the heart and test the mind.”

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

GOALS
The child will...

• Understand that God sees and knows everything about him!

• Learn that he can’t hide his actions or thoughts from God!

• Choose to honor God in the things he does!

REMINDERS
It is hard to comprehend that God is able to see and know all things, even our inner thoughts and feelings, but 

He does! The emphasis isn’t on being caught or trying to hide from God. The idea is that God knows us so 

well and intimately, that He knows every detail; and no matter what, He loves us very much. We don’t have to 

hide things. We can talk openly with God, and He can help us when we have doubts, fears, and struggles.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Kristn Punjabi, Barbara Bingham, Dustin Gier, Ashley Robinson, Passion Bradley, Jewell Jackson, 

Daniel Weaver, Janna Smith, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma 

City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these children.

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used with the permission of 

www.iamsecond.com.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded 

for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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ACHAN’S SIN (BIBLE STORY - JOSHUA 5:13 - 7:26)

Recommended Visuals

• Bible Story Visuals*

Recommended Supplies
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, microphone prop, “Press” badge, “Press” card in hat

Captivate #1 - News Flash!

• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give the volunteer 

something to use as a microphone. You also could have the volunteer wear a hat with a “Press” card tucked 

in it or wear a “Press” badge. This activity will work best if the volunteer is given time to practice in advance.

Captivate #2 - Thumbs Up!

• Stop at different points during the Bible Story and ask the children a question that has a “yes” or “no” 

answer. Ask them to show their answer by putting their thumbs up for “yes” and thumbs down for “no.”

Introduction

• The people of Israel were freed from Egypt and then wandered in the desert for 40 years. The Lord then 

told them that they could enter the Promised Land with Joshua and helped them miraculously cross the 

Jordan River. They awaited God’s next instruction.

Story

• Retell the story from Joshua 5:13-7:26.

• See Bible Story Script.

Conclusion

• God knew Achan’s sin even though he tried to hide it. The people of Israel faced the punishment along with 

Achan for his disobedience. Joshua and the men of Israel took Achan, his whole family, and all his 

possessions out of the camp to the valley of Achor. There Achan was stoned along with his family. All his 

possessions were burned to remove the sin from the people of Israel. When this was done, God forgave 

them and was no longer angry with His people. God knew everything about Achan, and He knows 

everything about me!

TESTIMONY
• Share a time that you thought you got away with something you had done wrong.

• Share a time that God comforted you when you were going through a difficult time.

LARGE GROUP   |   3



CHALLENGE
Visuals

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual*

Supplies
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*

Introduction

• In our Bible Story today, we learned that after Joshua addressed the sin that Achan brought on the people 

by disobeying God, the army of Israel was able to easily defeat the city and army of Ai. God knew the sin 

that Achan hid and everything else about him. God told Joshua to purify the people from the sin in their 

midst so that they would once again be under the blessing of the Lord. God saw all that Achan did in secret. 

God knows everything about me, too!

Key Points

God sees everything I do!

• If God knows how many hairs are on our heads (Luke 12:7), He definitely knows every single thing we do. 

God is there when you wake up in the morning, all throughout your day, and while you are sleeping. He is 

always with you.

• Psalm 139:2a, “You know when I sit down and when I rise up.”

God knows all my thoughts!

• God knows our thoughts and our fears. He truly cares about how we feel and what we think. Psalm 139:2b 

says, “You discern my thoughts from afar.”

I can’t hide from God!

• Achan could not hide his sin from God! God is everywhere; there is no place to hide from Him. There is 

nothing we say or do that God does not see.

• Jeremiah 23:24, “Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the Lord. Do I 

not fill Heaven and earth? declares the Lord.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion

• God, Who created the universe, knows how many hairs are on our heads. He cares about every detail of 

our lives. He knows our thoughts and sees our every action. Jeremiah 17:10 says, “I the Lord search the 

heart and test the mind.” He loves us so much and He desires to have a relationship with us. We can’t hide 

from God and we don’t need to!

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• God cares about your every thought. He searches your heart. He wants to have a relationship with you. But 

your sin separates you from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. 

Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21).

• Because of Jesus, we can admit that we have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 

10:9).

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives.

For the saved child:

• Challenge the saved children to honor God with their thoughts and actions. 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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HIDE & SEEK (ARRIVING ACTIVITY)

Supplies
• Small object

Instruction and Application
• As the children arrive, tell them they are going to play a game of Hide & Seek. Show them the small object 

and have them close their eyes. Hide the small object somewhere in your space. Then have the children 

open their eyes and try to find the item. Play a few rounds. Explain to the children that today we are going 

to learn that we can’t hide from God. God knows everything about us! He knows what we do and what we 

think. There is nothing we can hide from God!
• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Jeremiah 17:10, “I the Lord search the heart and test the 

mind.”
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HIDDEN (MEMORY VERSE)

Visuals
• Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a child hiding something*

Supplies
• Bible, Bubbles

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction, and don’t let go!)

Ask the children if they have ever done something wrong and tried to hide it. They probably hid it because 

they knew they had done something wrong and didn’t want to be caught. We can’t hide from God though! He 

knows everything about us! He searches our hearts and minds and sees our every action.

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.)

Jeremiah 17:10, “I the Lord search the heart and test the mind.”

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.)

Search the heart – God knows how we feel

Test the mind – God knows what we think about

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

What things do you want God to know about how you feel and think? Do you know that God genuinely 

cares about every single one of those things?

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

What do you think God thinks of the thoughts and feelings you have? Do they honor God? What 

should you do when you have thoughts that do not honor God?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times.

Memory Game

Play Bubble Pop. Select a child to blow bubbles. As the bubbles float to the ground, have the team try to say 

the Memory Verse together (not racing) before the last bubble pops. The children should keep saying the 

verse until the last bubble pops. Start out saying the verse slowly; then speed up each time you say it. This 

makes the game more exciting and challenging.
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COMFORT (GOSPEL PRESENTATION)

Visuals
• “Who Is God?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Josh Canales*

Supplies
• Bible, paper, writing tools, ball

Instruction and Application
• Josh Canales grew up in a Christian family, with many generations of pastors. He trusted Jesus as his 

Savior and made Him his Lord when he was a young boy. He dreamed of playing shortstop for the LA 

Dodgers. One summer as a kid, Josh went to New York and met a new friend named Kelsey. They both 

loved playing baseball. Kelsey would play second base and Josh shortstop. 
• In July 2000, Kelsey’s family came to vacation in New York. It was during this visit that the boys became 

best friends. But on the last day of their trip, there was a tragic accident. While the boys had batting 

practice, Josh accidentally hit the ball into Kelsey’s head.
• Kelsey was in the hospital for a week before he passed away from his injury. Kelsey’s dad told Josh that it 

was an accident and wasn’t his fault, that he should continue to play baseball for Kelsey.
• Josh realized his calling and continued to play baseball. The Dodgers selected him to play baseball, and 

he played shortstop for two years. But God had other plans for Josh’s life. Josh left baseball and went into 

ministry as a pastor.
• God made Himself real to Josh during the difficult time when Josh lost his friend. God was there to comfort 

him and love him. Josh could have questioned God, but this tragedy brought him closer to God. 
• Use the “Who Is God?” Visual to review. God had a bigger plan for Josh’s life than baseball. God has a 

plan for each of our lives and calls us to share His love with others (Mark 16:15). Use the “What to Do 

Now?” Visual to review.

Discussion
• Older Team: Have the children discuss a time that God comforted them when they went through a difficult 

time.
• Younger Team: Have the children discuss how they can tell others how much God loves them.
• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a self portrait. Have them write on it how God has shown His love to 

them.
• Active Team: Have the children sit in a circle and randomly toss a ball spelling the word comfort. The next 

person will then share a way that God might comfort them during a difficult time.

8   |   SMALL GROUP



FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS)

Supplies
• Review Questions*

Large Group Story Review Questions
• What did the Commander of the Lord’s army tell Joshua? (How to defeat the city of Jericho)
• What was the plan? (To march around the city in silence for six days and on the seventh day they were 

supposed to march around it seven times and the priests would blow the rams’ horns and they would 

shout.)
• What happened when they did as they were instructed? (The city walls fell down and they conquered the 

city.)
• What were the instructions after the walls fell? (Destroy everything except the gold, silver, and a few 

bronze and iron vessels that were to be given to the temple treasury.)
• Who did not obey these instructions? (Achan)
• What did Achan take? (A beautiful robe, some gold and silver)
• What did he do with these things? (Buried them under his tent)
• What happened in battle because of Achan’s sin? (The Israelites were beaten by the men of Ai.)
• What did God tell Joshua to do? (Bring the people before him and God would show him who sinned.)
• What happened to Achan because of his disobedience? (Achan and his family were stoned and the 

possessions burned.)

Discussion Questions
• Why do we try to hide our sins from God and others?
• What consequences might we face for disobeying God today?
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TENT (CRAFT)

Visuals
• Craft sample*

Supplies
• Tent Template* (one per child), yellow confetti (a couple per child), small pieces of fabric (a couple per 

child), coloring tools

Instruction and Application
• Give each of the children a Tent Template and have them color it and fold along the dotted lines. Next 

have them glue the fabric and confetti under the tent as shown in the craft sample. Then fold the paper so 

the items are hidden under the tent. Remind the children that we learned how Achan tried to hide his sin 

but he couldn’t hide it from God. God knew everything about Achan. God also knows everything about us! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Jeremiah 17:10, “I the Lord search the heart and test the 

mind.”

10   |   SMALL GROUP



WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES)

Supplies
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools

Activity #1
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” paper. Have the children write what they learned about how God 

knows everything about them. Next have them fill out the “Put it to action!” portion by writing something 

they can do this week to apply what they learned. How can they honor God with the things they think, say, 

and do, realizing that God sees and knows everything?

Activity #2
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they might be tempted to hide their 

thoughts or actions, or how they make a right choice because they know they can’t hide from God. If you 

have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead.

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY)

Supplies
• Additional Activity #1: Achan Coloring Page*
• Additional Activity #2: Wall of Jericho Maze*
• Additional Activity #3: The Big Take Away Key Chain*

Instruction and Application
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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