
CHOOSE GOD
LESSON 4



POWER PHRASE
The Holy Spirit can guide me!

MEMORY VERSE
John 16:13a, “When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth.”

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

GOALS
The child will...

• Understand that God gives the Holy Spirit to all those who have accepted Jesus as Savior!

• Learn that the Holy Spirit can be there to guide him!

• Choose to listen to the Holy Spirit!

REMINDERS
Just like a dog on a leash has to be willing to be led by its owner, we have to be willing to be led by the Holy 

Spirit. God gives the Holy Spirit to each and every believer. We have to listen and act on what the Holy Spirit 

says to us.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Kristn Punjabi, Barbara Bingham, Dustin Gier, Ashley Robinson, Passion Bradley, Jewell Jackson, 

Daniel Weaver, Janna Smith, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma 

City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these children.

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used with the permission of 

www.iamsecond.com.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded 

for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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PETER AND JOHN BEFORE THE JEWISH LEADERS (BIBLE STORY - ACTS 4:1-31)

Recommended Visuals

• Bible Story Visuals*, Lip Sync Visual*, Key Word Signs*

Recommended Supplies
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*

Captivate #1 - Lip Sync!

• Print the Lip Sync Visuals and cut out the mouth sections. Choose two boys to be Peter and John. Have 

them dramatically repeat different parts of the Bible Story as you tell it.

Captivate #2 - Key Word!

• Identify several key words that you will use in the Bible Story. Before telling the story, tell the children an 

action or sound effect for each of the key words. Make sure that as you tell the story you repeat these 

words often. Some examples would be when you say “preached,” the children say “guided by the Holy 

Spirit;” or when you say “Peter” or “John,” the children say “was bold.”

Introduction
• After Jesus rose from the dead, He told His disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit to come. During the Feast of 

Pentecost, the Spirit came with a loud wind and tongues as of fire that sat on the disciples’ heads! Crowds 

gathered to see what was going on, and Peter preached the Gospel to them. Many were saved. Later, when 

a lame man was healed, crowds gathered, heard Peter preach, and many more were saved. But a group of 

Jewish leaders didn’t like what was happening.

Story

• Retell the story from Acts 4:1-31.

• See Bible Story Script.

Conclusion

• Peter and John asked the Lord for boldness that they might continue to tell people about Jesus and to heal 

the sick. The Holy Spirit guided them in what to say. The Holy Spirit can guide us, too!

TESTIMONY
• Share about a specific time you knew it was the Holy Spirit guiding you.

• Share about a time you ignored what the Holy Spirit was telling you and what happened.
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CHALLENGE
Visuals

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual*

Supplies
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*

Introduction

• In our Bible Story today, we learned that Peter and John were led by the Holy Spirit in everything they did. 

When they were arrested and brought before the council of Jewish leaders, the Holy Spirit directed Peter in 

what to say. After Peter and John were released, they prayed for the Holy Spirit to fill them with boldness. 

We can ask the Holy Spirit to guide us, too!

Key Points

God gives the Holy Spirit to every believer!

• God promises to give the Holy Spirit to all those who confess their sins and ask Jesus to be the Lord of their 

lives. Peter and John received the Holy Spirit when they become believers.
• John 14:16, “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, to be with you forever.”

The Holy Spirit guides me!

• We should always test what we hear to see whether it is true. If someone says something that doesn’t agree 

with what the Bible says, then it isn’t from God!

• Romans 8:14, “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.”

I need to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit!

• The Holy Spirit was with Peter and John and helped them know what to do. They listened to the Holy Spirit 

and they boldly shared the truth about Jesus with others.

• God uses people who believe in Jesus to speak truth to others. When a thought comes to mind to share, 

we should check whether it agrees with Scripture and then be obedient to share it. God give us the 

knowledge and wisdom we need to encourage and guide others. 

• Matthew 10:20, “For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”

4   |   LARGE GROUP



CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion

• God loves us very much and gives those who have accepted Him as the Lord of their lives the Holy Spirit to 

guide them in all they do. But just like a dog on a leash needs to allow its owner to lead it, we also need to 

allow the Holy Spirit to lead us! 

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• God wants to give the Holy Spirit to everyone who chooses to believe in Him. This is the greatest decision 

you will ever make—to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life (Romans 10:9).

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives.

For the saved child:

• Challenge the saved children to allow the Holy Spirit to guide them each and every day.

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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GUIDE (ARRIVING ACTIVITY)

Supplies
• Blindfold

Instruction and Application
• As the children arrive, choose a child and put a blindfold on him. Ask whether he is comfortable taking 

something to the trash can for you. Ask what would make it easier. Allow the child to pick someone to be 

his guide, to instruct him and lead the way. Ask the group what might have happened if the child tried to 

throw away the item without assistance? He might have fallen or run into something. He might have never 

found the trash can! Today we are going to learn how God gives the Holy Spirit to all those who have 

accepted Him. The Holy Spirit is there to guide us in all we do. 
• Review the Memory Verse with the children. John 16:13a, “When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide 

you into all the truth.”
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LISTEN (MEMORY VERSE)

Visuals
• Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of an adventure guide*, Stoplight Visual*

Supplies
• Bible

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction, and don’t let go!)

Ask the children if they have ever seen movies or read stories about someone who was an adventure guide. 

Have the children tell you what they think an adventure guide does and why someone would hire a guide. An 

adventure guide is someone who knows the area very well and guides people on their adventure, showing 

them all the scenery and keeping them on a safe path. The Holy Spirit is like an adventure guide. God gives 

the Holy Spirit to all believers to guide them in all they do.

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.)

John 16:13a, “When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth.”

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.)

Spirit of truth – the Holy Spirit

Guide you – lead you

Into all truth – according to truth, certainly

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

How can the Holy Spirit help you know what the right thing to do is? What is the importance of the 

Holy Spirit? Do you know how you can receive the Holy Spirit?

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

How can you better listen to the Holy Spirit so you can do what is right and honor God? Why does God 

give believers the Holy Spirit?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times.

Memory Game

Play Stop and Go. Use the Small Group Stoplight Visual. When the Stoplight Visual is on green, have the 

children say the Memory Verse together; when it is on yellow, have them speak slowly; and when it is on red, 

have them stop.
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DISTRACTIONS (GOSPEL PRESENTATION)

Visuals
• “What’s the Problem?” and “What’s the Solution?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Baron 

Batch*

Supplies
• Bible, paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application
• Baron Batch’s mother was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis when he was 10 years old and later passed 

away when he was only in the 9th grade. Baron and his siblings had to grow up fast and learn to raise 

themselves. Life was hard.
• Baron played football in high school, did well, and was offered a scholarship for college at Texas Tech 

University. But he had a temper and thought he was better than everyone else. He felt that he knew 

everything and would be successful because of his talents and abilities. He didn’t think he needed God. 
• One day Baron’s ankle was injured while playing football and required surgery. When the swelling didn’t 

go down, he had to have a second surgery and then five more surgeries.
• Baron’s whole identity was wrapped up in being a college athlete, a football player. He felt like God had 

taken that from him and left him all alone. When two of Baron’s teammates visited him in the hospital, they 

told him that God had a plan for his life. Baron was very skeptical, but he listened.
• In time, Baron realized that football had become a distraction that had kept him from a relationship with 

God. He started attending church and Bible study, and his life began to change as he grew as a believer. 
• When his ankle healed and he returned to football, Baron knew that the only reason he was on the field 

again was because God put him there. He was humbled and realized that God had been faithful to him 

even when he had turned his back on God.
• Just like Baron, we have all sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). The punishment for sin 

is separation from God (Romans 6:23a). Baron had allowed football to distract him from a relationship with 

God. Use the “What’s the Problem?” Visual to review.
• Baron realized that there was nothing he could do on his own to receive forgiveness for his sins. God sent 

His Son to be our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). He died on the cross in our place so we can receive 

forgiveness (Hebrews 9:22). Use the “What’s the Solution?” Visual to review.

Discussion
• Older Team: Have the children discuss what distracts them from having a relationship with God. What 

things do they allow to come first in their lives?
• Younger Team: Have the children discuss how anything they think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law is sin. 
• Quiet Team: Have the children pick one of the verses from the Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals, write it 

down, and explain what it means.
• Active Team: Have the children race to look up the different Scriptures on the Foundational Gospel Truths 

Visuals that were used and discuss what they mean.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS)

Supplies
• Review Questions*

Large Group Story Review Questions
• What or who did God send at Pentecost after Jesus was raised from the dead? (The Holy Spirit)
• Why were the Sadducees angry with what the disciples were preaching? (They didn’t believe that Jesus 

had been raised from the dead.)
• What happened when Peter and John entered the Temple? (They healed the lame man in the name of 

Jesus.)
• What did Peter and John teach the crowd? (About who Jesus was)
• What did the Jewish leaders do to Peter and John? (Put them in prison)
• How many people had been saved that day? (About 5,000!)
• Who were Peter and John brought in front of the next day? (The important religious rulers)
• What did they want to know from Peter and John? (By what power or by what name did they perform the 

miracles?)
• What or Who filled Peter and John as they spoke? (The Holy Spirit)
• What amazed the religious rulers? (Peter and John’s boldness)
• What did the rulers tell Peter and John not to do? (Not to speak in the name of Jesus)
• What was Peter and John’s response? (They said that they must speak about Jesus and obey God.)

Discussion Questions
• How can a person have boldness or be bold?
• Why do we need the Holy Spirit today?
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3D SCENE (CRAFT)

Visuals
• Craft sample*

Supplies
• 3D Scene Template* (one per child), glue, scissors, coloring tools

Instruction and Application
• Give each of the children the background 3D Scene Template. Have them color it and fold it in half. Then 

give them the second 3D Scene Template to color and cut out. Have them fold along the dotted lines of 

the jail and glue it to the background paper. Finally, have them take the two support papers that were cut 

out and fold and glue them as shown in the sample. These support papers are used to prop up the people 

in the scene. The people can also be moved inside the jail.

• Remind the children that we learned how Peter and John stood before the religious rulers, and the Holy 

Spirit guided them in what to say and do. The Holy Spirit also can guide us each and every day!

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. John 16:13a, “When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide 

you into all the truth.”
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES)

Supplies
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools

Activity #1
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” paper. Have the children write what they learned about the Holy 

Spirit guiding them. Next have them fill out the “Put it to action!” portion by writing something they can do 

this week to apply what they learned. How can they have the Holy Spirit in their lives? How can they allow 

the Holy Spirit to guide them daily? 

Activity #2
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they can allow the Holy Spirit to guide 

them. If you have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead.

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY)

Supplies
• Additional Activity #1: Peter and John Coloring Page*
• Additional Activity #2: Peter and John Crossword*
• Additional Activity #3: The Big Take Away Key Chain*

Instruction and Application
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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