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POWER PHRASE
I can keep my eyes on Jesus!

MEMORY VERSE
Hebrews 12:2, “Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who. . .is seated at the right hand of 

the throne of God.”

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

GOALS
The child will...

• Understand the importance of keeping his eyes on Jesus!

• Learn that Jesus is always there for him if he asks Him to be the Lord of his life!

• Choose to keep his eyes on Jesus!

REMINDERS
There are so many distractions in the world, from computers to phones to video games to TV. We can easily 

get caught up in those things and forget about Jesus. In all things, our goal should be to keep our eyes on 

Jesus, and He will keep us on the right path.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Kristn Punjabi, Barbara Bingham, Dustin Gier, Ashley Robinson, Passion Bradley, Jewell Jackson, 

Daniel Weaver, Janna Smith, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma 

City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these children.

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used with the permission of 

www.iamsecond.com.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded 

for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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PETER WALKS ON THE WATER (BIBLE STORY - MATTHEW 14:22-33)

Recommended Visuals

• Bible Story Visuals*, Key Word Signs*

Recommended Supplies
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, microphone prop, “Press” card in hat, “Press” badge

Captivate #1 - News Flash!

• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give the volunteer 

something to use as a microphone. You also could have the volunteer wear a hat with a “Press” card tucked 

in it or wear a “Press” badge. This activity will work best if the volunteer is given time to practice in advance.

Captivate #2 - Key Word!

• Identify several key words you will use in the Bible Story. Before telling the story, tell the children an action 

or sound effect for each of the key words. Make sure that, as you tell the story, you repeat these words 

often. Some examples would be when you say “Peter,” the children say “stepped out of the boat;” or when 

you say “sinking,” the children say “look to Jesus.”

Introduction

• While Jesus was on earth, He performed miracles and healed many people. The men who believed He was 

the Savior were called His disciples. They traveled with Jesus, learned from Him, and also shared the 

Gospel.

Story

• Retell the story from Matthew 14:22-33.

• See Bible Story Script.

Conclusion

• Peter was one of the disciples who had seen Jesus perform many miracles. Peter stepped out of the boat in 

faith, believing he could walk to Jesus if Jesus called him. But when Peter took his eyes off Jesus, he began 

to sink! So he cried out to Jesus, Who rescued him and brought him to safety. We need to keep our eyes on 

Jesus!

TESTIMONY
• Share about a difficult time when you were able to keep your eyes on Jesus.

• Share about a time when you were distracted and didn’t keep your eyes on Jesus.

LARGE GROUP   |   3



CHALLENGE
Recommended Visuals

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual*

Supplies
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*

Introduction

• In the Bible Story today, Peter stepped out of the boat in faith, believing he could walk to Jesus. It was a 

miracle! Peter walked on the water, something impossible for him to do in his own strength. Peter became 

distracted by the crashing waves around him and he took his eyes off Jesus. With his eyes off Jesus, Peter 

began to sink . He cried out to Jesus Who was there to pull him up and bring him to the safety of the boat. 

Just like Peter, we need to keep our eyes on Jesus, even when the circumstances around us distract us 

and cause us to doubt or fear.

Key Points

Jesus shows me the way!
• We are called to follow in Jesus’ footsteps. He shows us the way to go! Peter saw Jesus walking on the 

water and wanted to walk to Him.

• 1 Peter 2:21, “For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, 

so that you might follow in His steps.”

My focus should always be on Jesus!

• Jesus is the Light of the world. This means that He will show us the way. We don’t have to wander, not 

knowing where to go. He is our Example, He has given us the Bible, and He sends us the Holy Spirit to 

guide us and help us follow Him.

• John 8:12, “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will not walk 

in darkness, but will have the light of life.’”

If I look away, Jesus is there for me!

• Peter started to doubt and took his eyes off Jesus. We are human and are going to make mistakes (e.g., we 

might get angry and say bad words, start a fight with someone, or steal something because we don’t have 

any money). Sometimes we will be distracted and take our eyes off Jesus. But Jesus is always there! We 

can call out to Him, and He will get us back on track. Psalm 145:14 says, “The Lord upholds all who are falling 

and raises up all who are bowed down.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion

• Life would be much harder if we didn’t have Jesus Who has set the perfect example for us to follow. We 

need to keep our focus on Jesus and remember His great love that was shown through His sacrifice on the 

cross for our sins.

• Like our Memory Verse says, we must look to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith! Hebrews 12:2, 

“Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who. . .is seated at the right hand of the throne of 

God.”

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• Jesus paid the price for your sin; He died on the cross so you could have a relationship with Him and be 

forgiven. He became your Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). Do you want to ask Him to forgive your sins and 

be the Lord of your life (Romans 10:9)?

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives.

For the saved child:

• Challenge the saved children to always keep their focus on Jesus. No matter what they do, their first 

thought should be to think if their actions will honor Jesus.

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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WALK THE LINE (ARRIVING ACTIVITY)

Supplies
• Masking tape

Instruction and Application
• As the children arrive, put a piece of tape on the floor in a straight line. Ask the children if they think they 

can walk a straight line on the tape without falling off. If time allows, give each child a chance to try to walk 

on the tape. Ask them what made them successful. What made it difficult? Next have a child try to walk a 

straight line on the tape without looking at the tape. They have to look to the side. Have the other children 

observe if this made it easier or more difficult. Was the child able to walk a straight line?
• Today we’re going to learn how we need to keep our eyes on Jesus! It’s like keeping our eyes straight 

ahead while we walk on the tape line. 
• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Hebrews 12:2, “Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter 

of our faith, who. . .is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”
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PROGRAMMER (MEMORY VERSE)

Visuals
• Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a child playing a video game*

Supplies
• Bible

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction, and don’t let go!)

Ask the children if they like to play video games. Ask them if they have ever used a book to help them know 

how to play a game better. It gives them tips on how to advance. Those books are often written by the person 

who created the video game. She is the one who knows every single detail of the game. So who should we 

learn from? Our Memory Verse tells us that we should look to Jesus, the Founder and Perfecter of our faith!

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.)

Hebrews 12:2, “Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who. . .is seated at the right hand of 

the throne of God.”

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.)

Looking to Jesus – keep your focus and attention on Jesus

Founder and Perfecter of our faith – created and gave believers the perfect example of faith

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

Do you know that Jesus knows all the answers and we don’t have to figure things out on our own? Do 

you want to ask Jesus to be the Lord of your life?

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

What distracts you from Jesus? What should you do when you have doubts, fears, or distractions?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times.

Memory Game

Play Fill in the Blank. Review the verse together a couple times. Then explain to the children that while your 

hands are up, you will say the words. When your hands are down, they will say the words. Rotate between 

holding your hands up and down to keep the children engaged and challenged to speak at the right time.
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DRIVER’S SEAT (GOSPEL PRESENTATION)

Visuals
• “What’s Your Choice?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of NASCAR 

Drivers*

Supplies
• Bible, paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application
• Being a NASCAR driver takes great skill and is a very intense sport; the drivers are out to win! But there 

are risks involved. They are driving 210 miles an hour and at any time could lose control and crash. It also 

is easy when they win to enjoy how people idolize them. Many drivers become self-focused.
• There are many NASCAR drivers who have accepted Jesus as the Lord of their lives and use racing as an 

opportunity to share their faith. Even though each driver has traveled a different road to Jesus, they all 

needed someone who was obedient to God and shared their faith with them. For some, it wasn’t easy to 

give up control and let God be in the “driver’s seat” of their lives, but they realized that they had to 

surrender their lives to Jesus and ask Him to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives.
• These men each gave God control and were given a fresh start. They chose to honor God and serve Him 

in their careers and personal lives. Now they share their faith with those who do not know Jesus. They let 

God be in the “driver’s seat” of their lives. We can make that choice as well! Use the “What’s Your 

Choice?” Visual to review.
• These men also had someone who was a believer who was obedient to God and shared his faith with 

them. We too need to GROW as a believer and tell others about Jesus (Mark 16:15). Use the “What to Do 

Now?” Visual to review.

Discussion
• Older Team: Have the children discuss how they can let God be in the “driver’s seat” of their lives. 
• Younger Team: Have the children discuss struggles and limitations they have and how they can overcome 

them.
• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a picture of a car and write “God is in the “driver’s seat” of my life!”
• Active Team: Have the children play Go, Go, Stop. If a child get’s caught moving, have him say a way he 

can have God be in the “driver’s seat” of his life.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS)

Supplies
• Review Questions*

Large Group Story Review Questions
• Who were the men who traveled with Jesus? (His disciples)
• What did the disciples do? (They learned from Jesus and shared the Gospel.)
• What miracle did Jesus perform after He taught a large, hungry crowd? (He multiplied five loaves and two 

fish to feed more than 5000 people.)
• Where did Jesus go after He sent the disciples on a boat to the other side of a lake? (Jesus dismissed the 

crowd and went up the mountain to pray.)
• What happened to the boat the disciples were in? (The winds and waves arose and were rocking the 

boat.)
• When did Jesus walk out to the disciples on the water? (Late in the night)
• Why were the disciples afraid? (They thought Jesus was a ghost.)
• What did Peter say to Jesus? (If it really is You Lord, then command me to come out to You.)
• How was Peter able to walk on water? (Jesus called to him and gave him the ability to do the impossible 

because of his faith.)
• Why did Peter start to sink in the water? (He took his eyes off Jesus and became afraid.)
• What happened when Peter cried out to Jesus? (Jesus reached out to him and took him to the safety of 

the boat.)

Discussion Questions
• After seeing Jesus perform so many miracles, why would the disciples be surprised when Jesus 

performed yet another miracle?
• How can we make sure we keep our eyes on Jesus and not allow things to distract us or make us doubt?
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WALK ON WATER (CRAFT)

Visuals
• Craft sample*

Supplies
• Walk On Water Template* (one per child), craft sticks (one per child), tape, coloring tools

Instruction and Application
• Give each of the children a Walk On Water Template. Have them color each of the pieces on the paper 

and cut them out. Have them also cut a slit in the paper on the dotted line, or this can be done in advance 

for younger children. Then have them tape the craft stick to Peter as shown on the Craft Sample. Finally, 

have them slide Peter through the slit in the paper. They now can move Peter up and down with the craft 

stick so he looks like he is sinking in the water.

• Remind the children that it was when Peter took his eyes off Jesus that he began to sink. Jesus was there, 

though, and pulled him out and brought him to the safety of the boat. Just like Peter, we need to keep our 

eyes on Jesus! 
• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Hebrews 12:2, “Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter 

of our faith, who. . .is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES)

Supplies
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools

Activity #1
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” paper. Have the children write what they learned about how they 

can keep their eyes on Jesus. Next have them fill out the “Put it to action!” portion by writing something 

they can do this week to apply what they learned. How can they keep their eyes on Jesus? What things or 

people might distract them or cause them to doubt and take their eyes off Jesus?

Activity #2
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they can choose to keep their eyes on 

Jesus. If you have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead.

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY)

Supplies
• Additional Activity #1: Peter Coloring Page*
• Additional Activity #2: Peter Walks on Water Dot-to-Dot*
• Additional Activity #3: The Big Take Away Key Chain*

Instruction and Application
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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