
I CAN COMMIT TO SERVE GOD
WHEN I PRAY!

LESSON 9



POWER PHRASE
I can commit to serve God when I pray!

MEMORY VERSE
Romans 12:11, “Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.”

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

GOALS
The child will...

• Understand the importance of committing to serve God daily!

• Learn different ways to serve God each day!

• Choose to make serving God daily a priority!

REMINDERS
God has a plan for each and every child in Novo Bible Club. The children need to understand that He has 

commanded them to serve Him and that it takes effort and commitment to serve God.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Deborah Lunsford, Sky Elliot, LaShane Hill, Kristn Punjabi, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors 

work with the children of Oklahoma City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these 

children.

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used with the permission of 

www.iamsecond.com.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded 

for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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JOSIAH PROMISES TO FOLLOW THE LORD (BIBLE STORY - 2 CHRONICLES 34:1-33)

Recommended Visuals

• Bible Story Visuals*

Recommended Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, poster board, markers

Captivate #1 - Picture It!

• Choose a child or leader to draw elements of the Bible Story as you are telling it. The volunteer does not 

necessarily have to draw well. Even using stick figures can be fun. Focus on adding facial expressions or 

specific actions for parts of the story.

Captivate #2 - Thumbs Up!

• Stop at different points during the Bible Story and ask the children a question that has a “yes” or “no” 

answer. Ask them to show their answers by putting their thumbs up for “yes” and thumbs down for “no.”

Introduction

• Josiah was eight years old when he became king. His father, King Amon, had been killed, and Josiah was 

next in line to become king. The people before him and at the beginning of his reign did not worship God. 

While Josiah was still young, he began to worship God.

Story

• Retell the story from 2 Chronicles 34:1-33.

• See Bible Story Script.

Conclusion

• Josiah ruled in Jerusalem for 31 years. He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord. He never turned away 

from his commitment to serve God!

TESTIMONY
• Share ways you have committed to serve God daily.

• Share a time you made a commitment to serve God and how you put your commitment into action.

LARGE GROUP   |   3



CHALLENGE
Recommended Visuals

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual*

Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*

Introduction

• Josiah ruled for 31 years. He made a commitment to God in front of all of the people that he would serve 

God and obey His commands. God blessed Josiah for being humble and obedient and spared him from 

seeing the consequences that his people would experience for their disobedience.

• God calls us to commit to serve and obey Him as well. Every day is an opportunity to serve, and we all are 

called to be a witness to those around us. Start each day saying a prayer and committing to serve God. Ask 

Him to show you opportunities to serve Him. Ask Him to give you strength and courage to be obedient 

when serving is hard.

Key Points

God calls us to serve Him!

• God has called each one of us to serve Him. He has a plan for our lives, and we have an opportunity to 

honor God with our efforts. “For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13).

• We can be obedient, honor God, and worship Him when we serve Him. “Present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship” (Romans 12:1b).

If you don’t plan, it won’t happen!
• If we don’t set goals and seek God on what He wants us to do, then we will probably not accomplish all we 

could. We have to be intentional and make the effort.

• “The sluggard does not plow in the autumn; he will seek at harvest and have nothing” (Proverbs 20:4).

• “Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because the 

days are evil” (Ephesians 5:15-16). We have to protect our time and make it a priority to serve God.

God will help us when we tell Him our plans!

• If we tell God about our plans, He can encourage us and help us to achieve the goals we have set to serve 

Him (Proverbs 16:3).
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion

God calls us to serve Him, to be a light to the world, and to be His hands and feet. When we pray, we have an 

opportunity to seek God’s direction for our plans, to commit those plans to serve Him, and ask that He will 

help us and bless us as we serve! God wants us to want to serve Him and do it with enthusiasm, not half-

heartedly. Romans 12:11 says, “Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.”

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• The most important commitment you can make is to Jesus Christ, asking Him to forgive your sins and be the 

Lord of your life (John 3:16).

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives.

For the saved child:

• Challenge the saved children to commit to serving God. Encourage them to honor God with their actions 

and be a light to the world around them. God has called them to make a difference!

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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SERVE (ARRIVING ACTIVITY)

Visuals

• Picture of two people running*

Instruction and Application

• As the children arrive, show them the picture of the two people running. Ask them why they think people 

are more successful if they having a running partner. Have them give other examples of times people have 

an accountability partner. Maybe they are trying to lose weight or get in shape. Maybe they have a 

homework partner who helps them make sure they get their projects done. The purpose of an 

accountability partner is having someone who you share your goals with, and then they can encourage you 

to work toward those goals. If you never shared your goals with someone, would it be easier to give up on 

them? It sure would! We are going to learn today how we can commit to serve God when we pray. When we 

share our goals with God, He can help us achieve our goals to serve Him!

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Romans 12:11, “Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, 

serve the Lord.”
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SLOTH (MEMORY VERSE)

Visuals

• Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a sloth*

Supplies

• Bible, small object

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!)

Ask the children if they have ever seen a sloth in person or on TV. A sloth is an animal that moves extremely 

slowly. Sloths are able to move fast, but because of their slow metabolism and small amount of muscle, they 

choose to move slowly to conserve energy. The Bible teaches us not be be slothful in our zeal, but to be 

fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. It takes commitment. If we aren’t intentional and seek God’s help through 

prayer, we may be like the a sloth and never get around to doing it!

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.)

Romans 12:11, “Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.”

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.)

Slothful in zeal – sluggish, lagging behind, no energy or excitement

Fervent in spirit – enthusiasm for what is good

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

Why should you serve God? Have you made the decision to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the 

Lord of your life? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

How can you have enthusiasm for what is good? How can you serve God?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times.

Memory Game

Play Hot or Cold. Hide a small object from one child. While that child tries to find it, the rest of the group 

quotes the Memory Verse, getting softer when the child gets closer to the object and louder as the child 

moves farther away. Repeat the verse until the object is found. Have the seeking child say the verse after 

finding the object.
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BELONG (GOSPEL PRESENTATION)

Visuals

• “Who Is God?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Gabe Salazar*

Supplies

• Bible

Instruction and Application

• As a kid, Gabe Salazar constantly wondered why his dad didn’t want him. He grew up without a father — his 

dad had wanted him aborted before he was born. Gabe joined in with the gang members and the criminals 

because they gave him a sense of belonging. Broken ribs, a busted lip, and purple bruises all over his body 

left him betrayed and rejected again. He wondered how he could possibly be a good father without even 

having a father himself. He felt like a loser and completely isolated. 
• Gabe went to an event at his mom’s church. Gabe saw how happy the people were. He realized that he 

wanted what they had. Gabe chose to accept Jesus as his Lord and Savior. 

• Gabe became a completely different person after that. People from his school questioned whether the 

change was real. He was able to share his heart with a group from school and invited them to his Bible 

study. His Bible study went from 6 to 60 people right away, which was the beginning of him sharing his faith 

with many people.

• Gabe was able to be the father to his children that he had never had, but he also made sure they knew they 

had a Heavenly Father who loved them very much.

• Just like Gabe, we need to realize that we have a Heavenly Father who loves us very much and sent His 

Son to die for our sins. Use the “Who Is God?” Visual to review.
• We can grow to be more like Christ and use our experiences to encourage and share the love of God with 

others. Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to review.

Discussion

• Older Team: Have the children discuss how we don’t need to find our identity in people but in God. 

• Younger Team: Have the children discuss how to make a plant grow and what happens to the plant if they 

don’t feed it. Also discuss how they are like the plant and what they need to grow.

• Quiet Team: Have the children write the word belong and then think about ways they feel pressured to 

belong.

• Active Team: Have the children pick a partner and do thumb wars. The winner shares a way that he has felt 

pressured to belong and the choices he has made.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS)

Supplies

• Review Questions*

Large Group Story Review Questions

• How old was Josiah when he became king? (8 years old)

• When did Josiah begin to serve God? (When he was young)

• When did Josiah start to get rid of all the idols in the land? (His eighth year of reign)

• What did he do to the idols? (He destroyed them.)

• What did Josiah do in his 18th year of reign? (He made the land and Temple pure and clean and repaired 

the Temple.)

• What did Hilkiah find in the Temple? (The Book of the Law)
• What did Josiah do when the Book was read to him? (He tore his royal robes.)

• What message from God did Huldah have? (Horrible trouble would come to this place and its people, but 

Josiah would be spared because of his tender heart and obedience to God)

• What did Josiah do when he heard God’s message? (He took all the people to the Temple and had the 

Book of the Covenant read to them. He then agreed to it and promised to obey with his whole heart.)

• How long did Josiah reign? (31 years)

Discussion Questions

• What can keep you from serving God?

• What can you commit to do for God today?
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RAINBOW PROMISE (CRAFT)

Visuals

• Craft sample*

Supplies

• Paper plate cut in half (one per child), 6” x 1” strips of red, yellow, blue, and green paper (one of each color 

per child), cotton balls (two per child), glue, scissors, writing tools

Instruction and Application

• Give each child a paper plate cut in half. Have the children pull apart their cotton balls and glue them onto 

the cloud (paper plate). Have them write different promises they can make to God on each of the strips of 

paper and then glue them under the cloud. Remind the children that just like God made a promise to never 

again send a flood, we can be like Josiah and make promises to God. We can commit to serve God each 

and every day!

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Romans 12:11, “Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, 

serve the Lord.”
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES)

Supplies

• God & Me Journal*, paper, writing tools

Activity #1

• Give each child a God & Me Journal. Review “Talk to God” and “God Speaks to Me” on the cover. Share 

with the children why it is so important to spend time talking and listening to God each and every day. Then 

have the children turn to “What did I learn?” Discuss how they can commit to serve God when they pray. 

Another word for commit is to promise. Have them touch their pinkie with their pointer finger from their 

other hand, and say the word promise. Ask them what the word promise means. Then have them write 

promises that they can make to God when they pray. Maybe their promise is a behavior they are going to 

work hard to stop doing or they will tell a friend about Jesus. Maybe their promise is to spend more time 

with God that day. He is always there and wants to hear from them, but He also does not want the children 

to make promises lightly. 

• Encourage the children to spend time with God every day this week and to write in their God & Me Journal.

Activity #2

• Have the children break into pairs and pray together. Encourage them to walk through each of the parts of 

prayer. They are doing the first step by making it a priority and taking time to pray! Encourage them to 

emphasize promises to God in their prayer.

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY)

Supplies

• Additional Activity #1: Josiah Coloring Page*

• Additional Activity #2: King Josiah Crossword*

• Additional Activity #3: The Big Take Away Key Chain*

Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.

SMALL GROUP   |   11



© 2017 Novo Ministries. All rights reserved.
Find out more about us at novoministries.org.

405.208.4255

DEEPER
I CAN COMMIT TO SERVE GOD

WHEN I PRAY!
LESSON 9


