
GOD CAN SPEAK TO ME
THROUGH SITUATIONS IN MY LIFE!

LESSON 8



POWER PHRASE
God can speak to me through situations in my life!

MEMORY VERSE
John 5:17, “But Jesus answered them, ‘My Father is working until now, and I am working.’”

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

GOALS
The child will...

• Understand that God can speak to believers through different situations!

• Learn how to know if it is God speaking!

• Choose to watch for a message from God in different situations!

REMINDERS
There are so many different situations in life that these children will face. Giving them the tools to know if 

these situations are from God is very important. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Deborah Lunsford, Sky Elliot, LaShane Hill, Kristn Punjabi, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors 

work with the children of Oklahoma City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these 

children.

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used with the permission of 

www.iamsecond.com.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded 

for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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THE POSSESSED BOY AND THE COIN IN THE MOUTH OF THE FISH 
(BIBLE STORY - MATTHEW 17:14-27)

Recommended Visuals
• Bible Story Visuals*, Lip Sync Visuals*, Key Word signs*

Recommended Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*

Captivate #1 - Lip Sync!

• Print the Lip Sync Visuals and cut out the mouth sections of each. Choose a child to be each character. 

Have him dramatically repeat different parts of the Bible Story as you tell it.

Captivate #2 - Key Word!

• Identify several key words you will use in the Bible Story. Before telling the story, tell the children an action 

or sound effect for each of the key words. Make sure that as you tell the story you repeat these words often. 

Some examples would be that when you say “Fish,” the children say “Sign from God.”

Introduction

• Jesus taught and performed many miracles while on earth. His disciples were often with Him and learned 

from Him. There were many situations that took place that helped the disciples grow in their faith and gain 

wisdom. Here are a few specific situations!

Story

• Retell the story from Matthew 17:14-27.

• See Bible Story Script.

Conclusion

• Jesus taught lessons to the disciples through the circumstances they experienced. When they didn’t have 

enough faith to heal the demon possessed boy, they were challenged to trust God to use them to do great 

works. When Jesus provided a coin in the mouth of a fish to pay their taxes, they were challenged to trust 

God to provide.

TESTIMONY
• Share about a time that God spoke to you through a situation.

• Share a time that you asked God to confirm a message from Him.
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CHALLENGE
Recommended Visuals

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual*

Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*

Introduction

• As the disciples traveled with Jesus, they experienced many situations where they could learn from Him. 

Some situations were harder than others, but these situations with Jesus taught them lessons and 

strengthened their faith. 

• God can speak to us today through the situations we face. He is always with us and at work in our lives 

(John 5:17). He uses situations to teach us, guide us, and answer questions. It is important to know whether 

God is speaking to you in these situations and to hear what He is trying to tell you. These situations can 

strengthen your faith and guide you.

Key Points

Evaluate situations in light of God’s Word!

• We can know that a situation isn’t from God if it doesn’t agree with Scripture. God will never contradict 

Himself. The Bible teaches us that we should not lie; so if someone tells us it is okay to lie so you don’t get 

in trouble, you know that it isn’t from God. In the same way, we can know that a situation is from God if it 

agrees with God’s Word. God isn’t going to put us in a situation where we need to lie, because the Bible 

teaches us not to lie.

Examine situations in the light of God’s plan!
• Look at where God has been leading you up to that point. Look at the circumstances you face and whether 

they follow God’s plans. “The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps” (Proverbs 16:9). 

If God wants us to be a light to the world and your friends are pressuring you to bully a kid in your class, 

would that be part of God’s plan? Would God want you to bully or befriend that child?

• God’s primary desire in speaking is for eternal purposes. We are on this earth only a short time. We should 

consider how what happens around us fits into God’s eternal plan to redeem sinful people.

Ask God to confirm it is from Him!

• God has given the Holy Spirit to all believers. The Holy Spirit can confirm whether a situation is from God. If 

you are unsure if you should do something and it doesn’t feel right or you keep hesitating, that is the Holy 

Spirit speaking to you and confirming that you shouldn’t do it. You may be tempted to steal some candy at 

the store when no one is looking, but then you feel guilty and know that it was wrong and you shouldn’t 

have done that. That is the Holy Spirit speaking to you!

• At times, God will use other believers to confirm His Word. You may be unsure of what to do, but someone 

gives you godly wisdom and encourages you in what is right. When you are tempted to steal the candy in 

the story, it might be a friend who says to you that you shouldn’t steal. God is using that person to remind 

you of what is right and wrong.

• “You will seek Me and find Me, when you seek Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion

Good and bad situations happen every day. God is always with us and is working in our lives (John 5:17). God 

can speak to us through those situations. It is important to know whether something is from God. We can 

know that God will never contradict His own Word and plan. God can confirm that something is from Him 

through the Holy Spirit and other believers.

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• You don’t have to face the situations of life alone. You can choose to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be 

the Lord of your life. He will always be with you, guide you, and comfort you (Hebrews 13:5-6).

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives.

For the saved child:

• Challenge the saved child to evaluate the situations he or she faces to see whether they are from God.

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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LEARN (ARRIVING ACTIVITY)

Visuals

• How I Learn Visual*

Supplies

• Paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application

• As the children arrive, ask them to share things that help them learn. Show the “How I Learn” visual and 

have the children point out different ways that they can learn and which ones might work best for them. 

Some people may learn better if they see a picture, some may need to read it themselves, while others 

might learn best if it is turned into a game. Explain that God understands that we all learn in different ways, 

and sometimes we need more than one way to learn a lesson! Today we are going to see how God can 

speak to us through situations in our lives. He can use our experiences to help us learn things we need to 

know.

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. John 5:17, “But Jesus answered them, ‘My Father is working 

until now, and I am working.’”
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24 HOURS (MEMORY VERSE)

Visuals

• Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of an “Open 24 Hours” sign*

Supplies

• Bible

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!)

Ask the children if they know of any restaurants or businesses that are open 24 hours per day. They might say 

a hospital, restaurant, gas station, etc. Tell the children that these places stay open so people can have 

service any hour of the day. Jesus promises that He and God the Father are always working. He is always 

there for us and will help us in any situations we may face. God can speak to us through the situations in our 

lives so we can have wisdom to know how to respond.

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.)

John 5:17, “But Jesus answered them, ‘My Father is working until now, and I am working.’”

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.)

My Father is working until now – God is working in every situation, has a plan

I am working – minister about, has a plan

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

Do you want God to be there for you and to help you in every situation you may face? Would you like 

to talk to a leader about how you can ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life?

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

How is God working in your life? Are there any situations that you believe God is speaking to you? 

What are they?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times.

Memory Game

Play Crazy Stand Ups. “Everyone who... say the verse.” Fill in the space with different characteristics such as 

“is wearing green,” “is six years old,” etc. The children respond by standing to say the Memory Verse.
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MAKE IT OUT (GOSPEL PRESENTATION)

Visuals

• “What’s the Solution?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Nathan 

Schroer*

Supplies

• Bible

Instruction and Application

• Nathan Schroer watched his mom get divorced several times and then sink into addiction. After a childhood 

of disappointment, he got married and became a police officer, only to wake up one morning with strange 

bruises and bleeding gums. He went to the doctor and found out he had leukemia, a cancer of the blood. 

Would cancer become just another episode of disappointment in Nathan’s life? With his life hanging in the 

balance, he asked God brutally honest questions. What was God’s plan for his life? Was he going to die?

• Nathan thought he had God’s plan figured out. He received a stem cell transplant that made the cancer go 

away. He and his wife were told they couldn’t have children, but God allowed them to adopt a sweet baby 

boy and then they had two biological daughters. Then Nathan’s cancer came back. Eventually the doctors 

told him to go home, get into hospice, and prepare to die soon. Nathan cried out to God and told Him that if 

he was going to die, he wanted to die quickly. God showed Nathan that he would not die yet. 

• Nathan prayed that God would use his death to touch the lives of others. Through his three bouts with 

cancer, Nathan gave generously to his family and community. He served at a shelter, trained peace officers 

overseas, and ministered as a department chaplain and youth leader. His life touched many people. 

November 19, 2013, Nathan Schroer passed away after a nine-year battle with leukemia. 
• Through every trial, Nathan held on to the promises of God. He knew he was a sinner (Romans 3:23) and 

that sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). We too can admit we are sinners and need a Savior. 

• He also knew that Jesus was the solution and that He came to die on the cross for our sins. We can 

experience forgiveness and eternal life when we confess our sins and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives. 

Use the “What’s the Solution?” Visual to review.

• Nathan used the time that God gave him to touch the lives of others. He made his time count. God calls 

each of us to grow to be more like Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:17) and to tell others about Him. Use the “What to 

Do Now?” Visual to review.

Discussion

• Older Team: Have the children discuss how they can make a difference and tell others about Jesus.
• Younger Team: Have the children sing and act out the “Read Your Bible, Pray Every Day” song and discuss 

how they can grow to be more like Jesus.

• Quiet Team: Have the children write a note of encouragement to someone they know who is sick and tell 

that person how much Jesus loves him or her.

• Active Team: Have the children sit in a circle and randomly toss a ball spelling the word Jesus. The next 

person will then share a way he or she can grow to be more like Jesus and tell others about Jesus.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS)

Supplies

• Review Questions*

Large Group Story Review Questions

• What did the man beg Jesus to do? (Heal his son)

• What was wrong with his son? (He shook wildly and suffered greatly because he was possessed by a 

demon.)

• Why were the disciples unable to heal the boy? (They didn’t have enough faith.)

• What happened when Jesus ordered the demon to leave the boy? (The demon left, and the boy was 

immediately healed.)

• How much faith did Jesus say they needed? (Faith as small as a mustard seed)
• What did Jesus say they could do if they had faith? (Move mountains)

• Where did Jesus and the disciples go next? (Galilee)

• What did Jesus talk with the disciples about there? (How He would die and raise from the dead three days 

later)

• Where did they travel next? (Capernaum)

• What did the people who collect temple tax ask Peter? (If Jesus paid the temple tax)

• What did Jesus tell them to do? (Catch a fish and use the coin in its mouth to pay the taxes)

Discussion Questions

• How can you know that God is speaking to you through a situation?

• Why would God use situations to speak to us?
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CLOTHES PIN FISH (CRAFT)

Visuals

• Craft sample*

Supplies

• Fish Template* (one per child), clothes pins (one per child), toy coins (one per child), coloring tools, scissors, 

glue

Instruction and Application

• Give each of the children a Fish Template. Have the children color it and cut it out. Next have them glue it to 

the clothes pins as the sample shows. Finally, have them glue the coin in the mouth of the fish. Remind the 

children that God can speak to us through situations in our lives, just like He spoke to the disciples in the 

situations they faced, including the coins appearing in the mouth of the fish.
• Review the Memory Verse with the children. John 5:17, “But Jesus answered them, ‘My Father is working 

until now, and I am working.’”

10   |   SMALL GROUP



WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES)

Supplies

• God & Me Journal*, paper, writing tools

Activity #1

• Give each child a God & Me Journal. Have the children turn to the “Hearing from God” category and discuss 

how God can speak to them through different situations. 

• Give each child a God & Me Journal. Review “Talk to God” and “God Speaks to Me” on the cover. Have the 

children share why it is so important to spend time talking and listening to God each and every day. Then 

have the children turn to “What did I learn?”   Have the children write ways that God can speak to them 

through situations. For instance, maybe they are about to do something wrong, and they suddenly feel 

convicted not to do it. Or maybe something bad has happened and they are very upset, but they feel a 

peace and know that everything is going to be all right. Or they are unsure of what to do, but someone 

gives them godly advice to help them to make the right decision.

• Encourage the children to spend time with God every day this week and write in their God & Me Journal.

Activity #2

• Have the children break into pairs and pray together. Encourage them to walk through each of the parts of 

prayer. They are doing the first step by making it a priority and taking time to pray! Encourage the children 

to ask God to help them to listen for God in the situations in their lives.

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY)

Supplies

• Additional Activity #1: The Fish with a Coin Coloring Page*

• Additional Activity #2: Coin and Fish Dot-to-Dot*

• Additional Activity #3: The Big Take Away Key Chain*

Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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