
GOD CAN SPEAK TO ME
WHEN I MEMORIZE HIS WORD!

LESSON 6



POWER PHRASE
God can speak to me when I memorize His Word!

MEMORY VERSE
Psalm 119:11, “I have stored up Your Word in my heart, that I might not sin against You.”

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

GOALS
The child will...

• Understand that the Bible is God’s Word to him or her!

• Learn the importance of memorizing God’s Word!

• Choose to make memorizing Scripture a priority in his or her life!

REMINDERS
It is important that the children know the value of memorizing Scripture. They should focus on understanding 

the meaning of the verses they memorize more than on getting every word perfect.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Deborah Lunsford, Sky Elliot, LaShane Hill, Kristn Punjabi, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors 

work with the children of Oklahoma City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these 

children.

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used with the permission of 

www.iamsecond.com.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded 

for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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JESUS ANSWERS BY QUOTING SCRIPTURE (BIBLE STORY - MARK 12:1-45)

Recommended Visuals

• Bible Story Visuals*

Recommended Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, microphone or hair brush, reporter’s hat, press badge

Captivate #1 - News Flash!

• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give the volunteer a 

microphone, play microphone, or hair brush to use as a microphone. You also could have the volunteer 

wear a hat with a “Press” card tucked in it or wear a “Press” badge. This activity will work best if the 

volunteer is given time to practice in advance.

Captivate #2 - Thumbs Up!
• Stop at different points during the Bible Story and ask the children a question that has a “yes” or “no” 

answer. Ask them to show their answers by putting their thumbs up for “yes” and thumbs down for “no.”

Introduction

• Jesus and His disciples had arrived in Jerusalem. Jesus began to speak to the people using stories called 

parables. These stories helped the people to learn spiritual truths. He told a parable about a man who 

owned land and rented it out. The chief priests, the teachers of the Law, and the elders looked for ways to 

arrest Jesus. They knew that He told stories against them, but they were afraid of the crowds.

Story

• Retell the story from Mark 12:1-45.

• See Bible Story Script.

Conclusion

• The religious leaders tried to trap Jesus, but Jesus used Scripture to answer their questions. They were 

unable to trap Him because He knew God’s Word!

TESTIMONY
• Share about a time you were unsure what to do and you remembered Scriptures that helped you make the 

right choice.

• Share a time you were going through a difficult time and Scriptures you remembered that comforted you.

LARGE GROUP   |   3



CHALLENGE
Recommended Visuals

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual*

Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*

Introduction

• Jesus used Scripture to give an answer to the religious leaders. They were unable to trap Him because of 

the Scripture He had memorized. God wants us to memorize Scripture because it is His Words written for 

us. God can speak to us when we memorize His Word! It can help us know what to do in every situation we 

face. It can comfort us when we are facing hard times. It can encourage us. It can correct us when we have 

made the wrong choice.

Key Points

God commands it!

• Memorizing Scripture is so important that God commands us to do it!

• “You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and you shall bind them as a 

sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes” (Deuteronomy 11:18).

It gives you the answers!

• There are many times in life when we are unsure of what the right thing is to do. In those times, we can 

remember Scriptures to help us know what we should do.

• “I have stored up Your Word in my heart, that I might not sin against You” (Psalm 119:11).

• “The Law of his God is in his heart; his steps do not slip” (Psalm 37:31).

It helps you to share the Gospel!

• 1 Peter 3:15 says, “Always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the 

hope that is in you.” Knowing key Scriptures by heart helps us tell others about Jesus. We aren’t just saying 

our own thing; we are telling them what God says. We have to study and memorize His words! 

• We can encourage and give wisdom to others when we share Scriptures. “Let the Word of Christ dwell in 

you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom” (Colossians 3:16).
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion

God has given us His Word, the Bible. It is filled with so many important things for us to learn so that we can 

know who God is and understand how to be more like Him. God commands us not only to read the Bible but 

also to remember what it says. God can speak to us when we memorize His Word! We memorize Scripture so 

we will know what to do when we are struggling or to have comfort from God when we face difficulties. We 

also are better prepared to tell others about Jesus when we have memorized Scripture.

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• We can learn many important things from the Bible. The most important thing is that we are all sinners and 

our sin separates us from God. Jesus paid the price for our sin. All we have to do is confess those sins and 

ask Jesus to forgive us and be the Lord of our lives (Acts 16:31).

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives.

For the saved child:

• Challenge the saved child to spend time not only reading the Bible, but also memorizing it. 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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KNOW THE CODE (ARRIVING ACTIVITY)

Visuals

• Picture of a combination lock*

Instruction and Application

• As the children arrive, show them the picture of the combination lock. Ask them if they have ever seen a 

lock like that. Explain that there is a combination of numbers you have to turn in certain directions for the 

lock to open. Ask the children what would happen if you forgot the numbers or the pattern to the lock. The 

lock will not open if you don’t remember the right combination or directions! Today we are going to learn 

the importance of memorizing God’s Word. When we memorize Scripture, it is like remembering the 

combination to the lock. It gives us the answers we need in circumstances we face. God can speak to us 

when we memorize His Word!
• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Psalm 119:11, “I have stored up Your Word in my heart, that I 

might not sin against You.”
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DETENTION (MEMORY VERSE)

Visuals

• Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a child in detention*

Supplies

• Bible

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!)

Ask the children if they have ever been in detention or lost their recess privilege. Usually this is because they 

have done something wrong or broken the rules. Ask them whether it would be fair if they were punished for 

breaking rules that they hadn’t been told were rules. It wouldn’t be fair! That is why God encourages us to 

memorize His Word. God can speak to us when we memorize His Word! We will remember what He has told 

us so we don’t make the wrong choices.

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.)

Psalm 119:11, “I have stored up Your Word in my heart, that I might not sin against You.”

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.)

Stored – treasure, to cherish

Your Words – the Bible, God’s Words, His Laws

In my heart – inner man, mind, will, heart, understanding

Sin against You – anything you think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

What does God’s Word mean to you? How can you be forgiven for your sins?

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

How can you store up God’s Word in your heart? How can God’s Word keep you from sin?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times.

Memory Game

Play Volume Control. Select a child to control the volume of the group saying the Memory Verse. As the group 

quotes the verse, the child will raise his hand to raise the volume and lower it to lower the volume.
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CHOICES (GOSPEL PRESENTATION)

Visuals

• “What’s the Problem?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Fernando 

Arau*

Supplies

• Bible

Instruction and Application

• From performing in the streets of Mexico City to being on one of the top shows on Mexican television, 

Fernando Arau has entertained audiences all over Mexico and Latin America with his comedy. He quickly 

rose through the ranks in the entertainment world and became a celebrity. This fame would lead him to 

eventually having to decide which was more important: fame or putting God first in his life. Fernando chose 

God! Fernando grew in his faith and committed his life to tell others about Jesus. Just like Fernando, we all 

come to a place where we have to decide whether we are going to accept or reject Christ. We have all 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). Our sin separates us from God. Use the “What’s the 

Problem?” Visual to review.

• Fernando chose to ask Jesus to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life. He didn’t stop there. He chose to 

G.R.O.W. to be more like Christ. He did this by reading his Bible, praying, going to church, and telling others 

about Jesus. We too need to grow and become more like Jesus. Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to 

review.

Discussion

• Older Team: Have the children discuss a time they had to make a difficult choice and what decision they 

made.

• Younger Team: Have the children discuss different choices they make each day and what the most 

important choice is.

• Quiet Team: Have the children write down the word Choices. Then have them write “I can choose Jesus!” 

Discuss how they can choose Jesus.

• Active Team: Have the children race to look up the different Scriptures on the Foundational Gospel Truths 

Visuals that were used and discuss what they mean.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS)

Supplies

• Review Questions*

Large Group Story Review Questions

• Why did the religious leaders want to arrest Jesus? (They knew He told stories against them.)

• Why didn’t they arrest Jesus? (They were afraid of the crowds.)

• What did the Pharisees decide to do? (Trap Jesus by asking Him questions)

• What was their first question? (Is it right to pay royal tax to Caesar?)

• What did Jesus ask for? (A coin)

• Whose picture was on the coin? (Caesar’s)

• What was Jesus’ answer? (Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.)
• How did Jesus respond when they asked the question about the widow who married brothers? (Jesus 

quoted Scripture to them.)

• How can memorizing Scripture help you? (It can bring to mind the right answer for your circumstance.)

Discussion Questions

• What are situations when knowing Scripture could help you know what to do?

• What are some Scriptures you know that have helped you know what to do?
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HEART (CRAFT)

Visuals

• Craft sample*

Supplies

• Heart Template (two per child)*, 6” ribbon (one per child), scissors, glue, writing tools

Instruction and Application

• Give each of the children two Heart Templates. You can print them on one or two colors of paper. Two 

colors allows you to see the weave better. Have the children cut out around the outside and then on the 

three lines in the center. If you have younger children, you may choose to cut them out in advance. Have 

the children lay the two papers on top of each other creating a heart shape. Next they will weave the two 

papers together. Then have them glue down the ends to secure it. Finally, have the children fold the ribbon 

in half and glue the ends in the center of the top of the heart to create a hanger. Encourage the children to 

write their favorite Bible verses on their hearts.

• Remind the children that we learned that God can speak to us when we memorize His Word. We can store 

up His Word in our hearts! Encourage the children to hang the heart somewhere as a reminder that God is 

speaking to them through the Scriptures they memorize.

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Psalm 119:11, “I have stored up Your Word in my heart, that I 

might not sin against You.”
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES)

Supplies

• God & Me Journal*, paper, writing tools

Activity #1

• Give each child a God & Me Journal. Review “Talk to God” and “God Speaks to Me” on the cover. Have the 

children share why it is so important to spend time talking and listening to God each and every day. Then 

have the children turn to “What did I learn?”   Have them write how God can speak to them through the 

Scriptures and why it’s so important to memorize it. When we face difficulties or are unsure of what we 

should do, God can bring to our memory His Scriptures. Those Scriptures can remind us of what God is 

saying to us and help us to make the right choices.

• Encourage the children to spend time with God every day this week and write in their God & Me Journals.

Activity #2

• Have the children break into pairs and pray together. Encourage them to walk through each of the parts of 

prayer. They are doing the first step by making it a priority and taking time to pray! Encourage the children 

to ask God to help them to memorize Scripture.

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY)

Supplies
• Additional Activity #1: Jesus Answers Coloring Page*

• Additional Activity #2: Jesus Answers Word Scramble*

• Additional Activity #3: The Big Take Away Key Chain*

Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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