
I CAN PRAISE GOD WHEN I PRAY!
LESSON 5



POWER PHRASE
I can praise God when I pray!

MEMORY VERSE
Psalm 63:4, “So I will bless You as long as I live; in Your name I will lift up my hands.”

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

GOALS
The child will...

• Learn the importance of praising God!

• Understand ways he or she can praise God!

• Choose to make praising God a regular part of each day!

REMINDERS
It is important for the children to know that we can praise God when we pray. Help them understand that they 

can have an attitude of praise in everything they do!

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Deborah Lunsford, Sky Elliot, LaShane Hill, Kristn Punjabi, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors 

work with the children of Oklahoma City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these 

children.

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used with the permission of 

www.iamsecond.com.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded 

for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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THE PEOPLE SHOUT “HOSANNA” (BIBLE STORY - MARK 11:1-10)

Recommended Visuals

• Bible Story Visuals*, Key Word signs*

Recommended Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, palm branches (real or paper)

Captivate #1 - Props!

• Use items to help you tell the Bible Story. A prop for this story could be real or paper palm branches. 

Emphasize that the story you are telling comes from the Bible, which is filled with words God has given to 

us.

Captivate #2 - Key Word!

• Identify several key words you will use in the Bible Story. Before telling the story, tell the children an action 

or sound effect for each of the key words. Make sure that as you tell the story you repeat these words often. 

Some examples would be that when you say “Jesus,” the children would say “Hosanna!”

Introduction

• As Jesus and His disciples were traveling from town to town, He was teaching and performing miracles. 

One day as they approached Jerusalem, He asked two of His disciples to go ahead of Him. He said, "When 

you get to the town, you will see a donkey tied up. Untie it, and bring it to Me.  If anyone asks you about 

taking the donkey, just say, 'The Lord needs it and He will send it back as soon as He's done with it.’"

Story

• Retell the story from Mark 11:1-10.

• See Bible Story Script.

Conclusion

• The people were excited to see Jesus coming. They had heard of Him and all He had done. They ran up 

to see Him and welcome Him. They laid down their cloaks, waved palm branches, and shouted 

“Hosanna!” to praise Him.

TESTIMONY
• Share how you praise God when you pray.

• Share why you think it is important to praise God when you pray.

LARGE GROUP   |   3



CHALLENGE
Recommended Visuals

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual*

Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*

Introduction

• The people in our Bible Story waved palm branches and shouted “Hosanna!” to praise Jesus. Now you 

probably don’t keep palm branches around the house and don’t shout “Hosanna!” when you praise God 

during your prayer time, but there are other ways you can praise God! Praise is thanking God for who and 

what He is. It allows us to show God how incredible He is and take the focus off ourselves and put it onto 

God. It gives us an opportunity to tell God how much we love Him and acknowledge who He is.
• If you take time to read the Psalms, there are many examples of praise to God that can teach us how to 

praise God.

Key Points

Praising God is important!

• When Jesus was asked how to pray, He gave His disciples a model prayer which we call the Lord’s Prayer. 

It begins with “Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be Your name” (Matthew 6:9). It starts out with praising God! 

• “I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being” (Psalm 104:33).

Praising God is a way of life!

• “Through Him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 

acknowledge His name” (Hebrews 13:15).
• We can praise God in all we do, not just while we sing in church or pray. We can have an attitude of praise 

throughout the day, keeping God always on our minds with a heart of gratitude.

How do I praise God?

• We can praise God through our words. We can thank Him for who He is, what He has done, and tell Him 

how much we love Him.

• We can praise God when we sing. “I will sing of steadfast love and justice; to You, O Lord, I will make 

music” (Psalm 101:1).

• We can praise God through our lives. We praise God with our lives when we do the things God has called 

us to do. The heart of what we do is to bring glory to God.

• “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 

the Father through Him” (Colossians 3:17).
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion

We can praise God when we pray, but we also can have an attitude of praise in all that we do. When we keep 

our eyes focused on God and remember who He is and all He has done for us, it is easy to be grateful to Him.

Psalm 63:4, “So I will bless You as long as I live; in Your name I will lift up my hands.”

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• We have heard who God is and all that He has done, and we are given the opportunity to receive His free 

gift of salvation. Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). Because of 

Jesus, we can admit we have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 3:23). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives.

For the saved child:

• Challenge the saved child not only to make it a priority to praise God when he or she prays, but to have an 

attitude of praise to God in all that he or she does.

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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WORSHIP (ARRIVING ACTIVITY)

Visuals

• Worship paper*

Supplies

• Writing tools

Instruction and Application

• As the children arrive, give them each a Worship paper. Explain that we are going to talk about how we can 

praise God when we pray. Another word for praise is worship. Worship comes from an Old Saxon word 

worth ship, which means to assign worth or value. Have the children write things they can worship God for. 

What worth or value can they give to God? Then have the children color in the word worship on their paper. 

Remind the children that we can praise God when we pray!
• Review the Memory Verse. Psalm 63:4, “ So I will bless You as long as I live; in Your name I will lift up my 

hands.”
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PAT ON THE BACK (MEMORY VERSE)

Visuals

• Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of someone patting someone else on the back*

Supplies

• Bible, bubbles

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!)

Ask the children if they have ever had someone pat them on the back. Did they do something good or bad? 

Why did the person pat them on the back? They probably wanted to praise them for something they had done 

well or just to show they cared. Just like we appreciate it when someone praises us, God also appreciates it 

when we acknowledge who He is and all the things He has done for us. We can praise God when we pray 

and all throughout the day!

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.)

Psalm 63:4, “ So I will bless You as long as I live; in Your name I will lift up my hands.”

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.)

Blessing You – praise you

Lift up my hands – lifting hands in worship to God, exalt God and humbly surrender

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

Do you know who Jesus is and the price He paid so you can receive forgiveness for your sins? Do you 

know how to receive the gift of forgiveness through Jesus?

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

How can you make it a priority to worship God every day of your life? How do you worship God in your 

life right now?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times.

Memory Game

Play Bubble Pop. Select a child to blow bubbles. As the bubbles float to the ground, have the team try to say 

the Memory Verse together (not racing) before the last bubble pops. The children should keep saying the 

verse until the last bubble pops. Start out saying the verse slowly; then speed up each time you say it. This 

makes the game more exciting and challenging.
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DREAMS (GOSPEL PRESENTATION)

Visuals

• “What’s the Problem?”, “What’s Your Choice?”, and “What to Do Now?”  Foundational Gospel Truths 

Visuals*, Chip and Joanna Gaines*

Supplies

• Bible, paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application

• As a child, Joanna faced insecurities. Her mother was Korean, and her father was Caucasian. It wasn’t until 

she started school that she realized she was “different.” She believed the lie that who she was wasn’t good 

enough. God spoke to her as a young girl that He had a calling for her. Years later, she met a handsome 

rugged cowboy named Chip. They got married. He encouraged her to step out and make her dream of 

starting a business come true. They opened the Magnolia Market. When her children were young, they felt it 

was time to close the Magnolia Market so she could be home with them. That day she was very sad and felt 

that a dream was ending; but God told her that if she trusted Him with her dreams, He would take Magnolia 

further than she could ever imagine. God did exactly that! Through their businesses and TV show, God is 

using Joanna and Chip to impact the lives of many people. They are able to show their faith in all that they 

do.

• Just like Joanna, we can know that God is always there and has a plan and purpose for our lives. If we give 

our hopes and dreams to God, He will do more with them than we could ever imagine. 

• Joanna knew she was a sinner and needed a Savior (Romans 3:23). Her sins separated her from God 

(Romans 6:23a). Use the “What’s the Problem?” Visual to review.
• Joanna asked Jesus to forgive her sins and be the Lord of her life. We too need to make a choice. Use the 

“What’s Your Choice?” Visual to review.

• God has a plan for each of our lives and calls us to share God’s love with others (Mark 16:15). Use the “What 

to Do Now?” Visual to review.

Discussion

• Older Team: Have the children discuss what dreams they have and how they can know if they are God’s 

dreams for them.

• Younger Team: Have the children discuss how they can share about Jesus with their friends and family.

• Quiet Team: Have the children make a card for someone telling her how much Jesus loves her.

• Active Team: Have the children play Rock, Paper, Scissors with a partner. The winner then will say 

something he or she learned in the Gospel Presentation today.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS)

Supplies

• Review Questions*

Large Group Story Review Questions

• To what town were Jesus and the disciples coming? (Jerusalem)

• What did Jesus tell the two disciples to do? (Go ahead and find a donkey.)

• To what would the donkey be tied? (A doorway)

• What did Jesus tell the disciples to say the donkey was for? (The Lord needs it and He will send it back 

when He is done with it.)

• Did they find the donkey just as Jesus said? (Yes)

• What did the disciples do with their coats? (They took them off and laid them on the donkey’s back.)
• Where did Jesus ride the donkey? (Into Jerusalem)

• What did the people do when they saw Jesus? (They laid their coats on the ground, waved palm branches, 

and shouted “Hosanna!”)

• What does Hosanna mean? (Save us)

• Who didn’t like that the people were praising Jesus? (The Pharisees)

• What did they ask Jesus? (Why He didn’t stop the people from praising Him as God.)

• What was Jesus’ response? (If the people stopped praising Him, the rocks would cry out.)

Discussion Questions

• Why should we praise God?

• What are some different ways we can praise God?
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WEAVED PALM BRANCH (CRAFT)

Visuals

• Craft sample*

Supplies

• Palm Branch Template*, scissors, glue

Instruction and Application

• Give each of the children a Palm Branch Template. Have the children cut along the marked lines or have an 

adult cut them in advance. Next have the children take the strips of colored paper and weave them through 

the palm branch. Finally, have the children glue down the ends and trim any extra around the palm branch. 

Remind the children that today we learned that we can praise God when we pray, just like the people 

praised Jesus by waving palm branches and shouting “Hosanna!” when He entered Jerusalem.
• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Psalm 63:4, “ So I will bless You as long as I live; in Your name I 

will lift up my hands.”
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES)

Supplies

• God & Me Journal*, paper, writing tools

Activity #1

• Give each child a God & Me Journal. Review “Talk to God” and “God Speaks To Me” on the cover. Review 

with the children why it is so important to spend time talking and listening to God each and every day. Then 

have the children turn to “What did I learn?”   Have them touch their middle finger with their pointer finger 

from their other hand as diagramed on the cover, and say the word praise.  Ask them what the word praise 

means. To praise means to show our love and respect to God. Have the children write how they can praise 

God when they pray. Have them think about who God is and all the things He does for them. Tell them to 

think about how He created the whole world, how He sent His Son to die for them, and how He loves them 

very much and is always there for them. 

• Encourage the children to spend time with God every day this week and to write in their God & Me Journal.

Activity #2

• Have the children break into pairs and pray together. Encourage them to walk through each of the parts of 

prayer. They are doing the first step by making it a priority and taking time to pray! Have them emphasize 

praising God in their prayers.

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY)

Supplies

• Additional Activity #1: Hosanna Coloring Page*

• Additional Activity #2: Jesus Enters Jerusalem Maze*

• Additional Activity #3: The Big Take Away Key Chain*

Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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