
GOD SPEAKS TO ME
THROUGH THE BIBLE!

LESSON 4



POWER PHRASE
God speaks to me through the Bible!

MEMORY VERSE
1 Timothy 4:13, “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.”

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

GOALS
The child will...

• Understand that the Bible is God’s Holy Word!

• Believe that God can speak to believers through the Bible!

• Commit to reading the Bible so he or she can hear from God!

REMINDERS
It is important that the children understand and believe that the Bible is more than just a book. It is God’s Word 

for them, and God can speak to them through His Word. Through the Bible, they can know so much more 

about God and how they can live a life that honors Him.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Deborah Lunsford, Sky Elliot, LaShane Hill, Kristn Punjabi, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors 

work with the children of Oklahoma City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these 

children.

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used with the permission of 

www.iamsecond.com.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded 

for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS (BIBLE STORY - EXODUS 19-20, 24:12-18)

Recommended Visuals

• Bible Story Visuals*, “Cheer” and “Boo” signs*

Recommended Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*,  poster board, markers

Captivate #1 - Picture It!

• Choose a child or leader to draw elements of the Bible Story as you are telling it. The volunteer does not 

necessarily have to draw well. Even using stick figures can be fun. Focus on adding facial expressions or 

specific actions for parts of the story.

Captivate #2 - Cheer!

• Choose one child to hold the “Cheer” and “Boo” signs. Throughout the Bible Story, have the child hold up 

the sign that fits with what is being said. This will help the children focus on the story and also identify the 

positive and negative aspects of the story.

Introduction

• The Israelites had been traveling in the desert for three months when they came to Wilderness of Sinai. 

Once they arrived, the people unpacked and Moses went up the mountain to talk to God. God told Moses 

to tell the Israelites to get ready. So Moses came down the mountain and told the people to bathe and put 

on clean clothes. By doing this, they were preparing to hear important words from God. 

Story

• Retell the story from Exodus 19, 20, 24:12-18.

• See Bible Story Script.

Conclusion

• God gave His people the Ten Commandments to help them. Through the Ten Commandments, God the 

Father showed His people what was right and wrong and how to live. God always knows what is best for us 

and what we need. He has given us the Bible as a way for Him to speak to us and teach us!

TESTIMONY
• Share about a time you were reading the Bible and God spoke to you through what you read.

• Share how reading the Bible daily has helped you to hear from God.
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CHALLENGE
Recommended Visuals

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual*

Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*

Introduction

• God gave the Ten Commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai so that he could bring them down the 

mountain to the Israelites. They were a message from God on how the Israelites should live. They were not 

just a set of random rules, but a way for the people to know how to live in a way that was pleasing to God. 

• God has given us the Bible, which is His Word to us, so that we can know Him better and hear how He 

wants us to live. God speaks to us through His Word, the Bible.  We need to devote yourself to the public 

reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching (1 Timothy 4:13). 

• The Bible says that God’s Word is a lamp to our feet and a light unto our path (Psalm 119:105). A lamp can 

guide us; it can reveal what is in the darkness; it allows us to see things clearly.

Key Points

God teaches us about Himself and how to live through the Bible!

• “Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your Law” (Psalm 119:18).

• When we read the Bible, our eyes are opened to know God more. We can then know how we can live for 

Him and honor Him in all that we do.

We can’t know what the Bible says if we don’t read it!

• If you never open a Bible, you would have no idea what it says. You have to open it and read it! Scripture 

encourages us to devote ourselves to the public reading of Scripture, exhortation, and teaching (1 Timothy 

4:13).

• The more time we spend reading and meditating on God’s Word, the more joy and delight it will bring to our 

lives (Psalm 1:2).

We can choose to listen to what the Bible says!

• “But be doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22).

• Just do it! It doesn’t do any good to read the Bible and hear what it has to say if we don’t listen and put it 

into action.
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion

God has given us His Word, the Bible. It is like a letter from God to us so we can know Him better and receive 

wisdom from Him for every aspect of our lives. God speaks to us through His Word, the Bible. We can hear it 

only if we choose to read it and listen to what it is telling us. Make reading your Bible an important part of your 

daily life! 1 Timothy 4:13 says, “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to 

teaching.”

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• Through the Bible we know that the only way to God is through Jesus Christ. It is because of Jesus that we 

can admit that we have sinned and ask Him to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 3:23).
• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives (Acts 16:31).

For the saved child:

• Challenge the saved child to spend time reading the Bible and to listen to what God is telling him or her 

through it.

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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ASSEMBLY REQUIRED (ARRIVING ACTIVITY)

Visuals

• A picture of a toy that needs to be assembled*

Instruction and Application

• As the children arrive, show them the picture of the toy that needs to be assembled. Ask them how easy or 

difficult it would be to assemble the toy without the instructions. Would it take longer to assemble without 

the instructions? Could it be assembled incorrectly or not work properly if we didn’t follow the instructions? 

Today we are going to learn how God has given us the Bible, His Word, as instructions for our lives. God 

speaks to us through the Bible!

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. 1 Timothy 4:13, “Until I come, devote yourself to the public 

reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.”
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DEGREE (MEMORY VERSE)

Visuals

• Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a college degree*

Supplies

• Bible

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!)

Ask the children if they know anyone who has received a college degree. What was that person’s major? How 

long did she have to study? Did she have to go to school for quite a few years to achieve that goal? Why do 

you think it is important for a doctor to have taken all those classes and earned a degree before she is able to 

practice medicine? Without it, she would not have the skills or knowledge to be a doctor. God calls us to read 

and study our Bibles so we know who God is and how we can live to honor Him. God can speak to us through 

the Bible!

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.)

1 Timothy 4:13, “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.”

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.)

Until I come – until Jesus returns from Heaven

Devote yourself – give attention, make a priority

Exhortation – encouragement

Teaching – instruction about God’s Word

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

When Jesus returns, He will take those who believed in Him to Heaven. Do you want to talk to 

someone about how to ask Jesus to forgive your sin and be the Lord of your life?

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

How can you make it a priority to read the Bible? Why is it important to spend time with God every 

day?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times.

Memory Game

Play Stop and Go. Use the Small Group Stoplight Visual. When the Stoplight Visual is on green, have the 

children say the Memory Verse together; when it is on yellow, have them speak slowly; and when it is on red, 

stop.
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PURPOSE (GOSPEL PRESENTATION)

Visuals

• “What’s Your Choice?” and “What to Do Now?”  Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Wayne 

Simien*

Supplies

• Bible

Instruction and Application

• Wayne Simien was on the fast track to stardom. He and his teammates had been in the final four college 

basketball games, and his future in the NBA seemed secure. He had all the things he thought should be 

important to him, but he was totally unfulfilled; something was missing. One day Wayne was introduced to 

Jesus, and he asked Jesus to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life. Believing in Jesus completely 

transformed his life. Wayne has more purpose and meaning, more peace, and more satisfaction in life. Many 

years later, Wayne is still growing and telling his story so others can be inspired.

• Wayne’s life was forever changed when he made the choice to ask Jesus to forgive his sins and be the 

Lord of his life (Ephesians 2:8-9). He admitted he was wrong and deserved to be punished (Romans 3:23). 

He believed that Jesus died in his place and took his punishment (Romans 5:8). We too have to make a 

choice. Use the “What’s Your Choice?” Visual to review.

• Just like Wayne, we can G.R.O.W. as a believer and fulfill the plans and purposes that God has for our lives. 

Spending time reading our Bibles, praying, going to church and Novo Bible Club, and telling others about 

Jesus are an important part of that growth. Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to review.

Discussion
• Older Team: Have the children discuss what the plans and purposes are that God has for their lives.

• Younger Team: Have the children discuss how they can grow to be like Jesus and tell their friends about 

Him.

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw pictures of the Ten Commandments. Then have them write how they 

can hear God by reading the Bible.

• Active Team: Have the children play “Hangman” using words out of the lesson today. Some words could be 

grow, transformed, or purpose.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS)

Supplies

• Review Questions*

Large Group Story Review Questions

• How long were the Israelites traveling before they came to the Wilderness of Sinai? (Three months)

• When they arrived at the Wilderness of Sinai, what did the Israelites do? (They unpack)

• The first time Moses came down from the mountain, why did he tell the people to bathe and put on clean 

clothes? (To get ready to hear important words from God)

• What made Moses go up the mountain the second time? (There were flashes, loud noises, and the earth 

shook.)

• Why weren’t the people allowed to touch or go near the mountain? (It was a special place because God 

was on the mountain.)

• The third time, how long did Moses stay on the mountain? (40 days and 40 nights)

• What was Moses doing all that time? (He was receiving the Ten Commandments.)

• Were the Ten Commandments given as punishment for the people? (No, they were given so God could 

protect His people.)

• Why did God give His people the Ten Commandments? (To help them know right from wrong)

Discussion Questions

• How does reading the Bible help us understand God better?

• How can rules or guidelines protect us and show us the right things to do?
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PUZZLE (CRAFT)

Visuals

• Craft sample*

Supplies

• Ten Commandments Template (one per child)*, scissors, coloring tools

Instruction and Application

• Give each of the children a Ten Commandments Template. Have the children color all the pieces of the 

puzzle and then cut them out. Encourage them to mix up the pieces and assemble the puzzle. Remind them 

that God can speak to us through the Bible. He has given us many incredible things to read and apply to 

our lives, like the Ten Commandments.

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. 1 Timothy 4:13, “Until I come, devote yourself to the public 

reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.”
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES)

Supplies

• God & Me Journal*, paper, writing tools

Activity #1

• Have the children turn to the “Hearing from God” category and discuss how God can speak to them 

through the Bible. Give each child a God & Me Journal. Review “Talk to God” and “God Speaks to Me” on 

the cover. Have the children share why it is so important to spend time talking and listening to God each 

and every day. Then have the children turn to “What did I learn?” Have them write down how God can 

speak to them through the Bible. The Bible is God’s Word given to us. We can learn so much through 

everything we read. Have the children write how they can make reading the Bible a priority in their lives. Do 

they have a time each day that they read the Bible? Do they listen to what it says and ask themselves what 

they can learn from it? 

• Encourage the children to spend time with God every day this week and write in their God & Me Journal.

Activity #2

• Have the children break up into pairs and pray together. Encourage them to walk through each of the parts 

of prayer. They are doing the first step by making it a priority and taking time to pray! Encourage the 

children to ask God to help them make reading their Bibles a priority and to help them apply what they read 

to their lives.

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY)

Supplies

• Additional Activity #1: The Ten Commandments Coloring Page*

• Additional Activity #2: The Ten Commandments Fill-In-The-Blank*

• Additional Activity #3: The Big Take Away Key Chain*

Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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