
I CAN MAKE SPENDING TIME 
WITH GOD A PRIORITY!

LESSON 1



POWER PHRASE
I can make spending time with God a priority!

MEMORY VERSE
Psalm 16:8, “I have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.”

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

GOALS
The child will...

• Learn that he or she can have a relationship with God!

• Understand the importance of spending time with God!

• Learn ways to make spending time with God a priority!

REMINDERS
There are so many distractions in life, especially for children today. From cell phones to TV’s to video games, 

time can be frivolously spent for hours each day on meaningless things. It is so important that the children 

learn to make spending time with God a priority in their lives.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Deborah Lunsford, Sky Elliot, LaShane Hill, Kristn Punjabi, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors 

work with the children of Oklahoma City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these 

children.

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used with the permission of 

www.iamsecond.com.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded 

for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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EZRA’S CHALLENGE TO GOD’S PEOPLE (BIBLE STORY - NEHEMIAH 8 - 9)

Recommended Visuals

• Bible Story Visuals*, “Cheer” and “Boo” signs*

Recommended Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, Bible character costumes

Captivate #1 - Act it Out!

• Have the children dress up or pretend to be characters in the Bible Story. Choose a boy to dress up as Ezra 

and some other children to dress up as God’s people. Have them act out the story as you tell it. You also 

can have them repeat key sentences after you. Emphasize emotions or actions they can do throughout the 

story.

Captivate #2 - Cheer!
• Choose one child to hold the “Cheer” and “Boo” signs. Throughout the Bible Story, have the child hold up 

the sign that fits with what is being said. This will help the children focus on the story and also identify the 

positive and negative aspects of the story.

Introduction

• Jerusalem had the Temple, but it had no protection from enemy attacks. Nehemiah traveled to Jerusalem 

and used his leadership skills to build a wall around the city. Each family built the area of the wall directly in 

front of its house. The wall was built in 52 days! But even though the wall was built, there was still work to 

do.

Story

• Retell the story from Nehemiah 8 - 9.
• See Bible Story Script.

Conclusion

• The Israelites recognized their sin and repented. They were able to turn from their sinful ways and recommit 

themselves to following God. They made God a priority in their lives again and committed to obeying Him 

once again!

TESTIMONY
• Share how you have made spending time with God a priority.

• Share a time when you didn’t make spending time with God a priority and why you decided to change.
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CHALLENGE
Recommended Visuals

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual*

Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group

Introduction

• Nehemiah had come to the Israelites to show them that they were sinning and had gotten away from 

making God the priority in their lives. It wasn’t just them but the people before them as well. It is so easy to 

get into a routine and think that it is acceptable to not spend time with God. When the Israelites read the 

Book of the Law which is the Word of God, they realized their sins. They were very sorry for what they had 

done and repented and changed their ways. We too can get too busy and not even realize that we aren’t 

focusing on God. When we set the Lord before us and our focus is on Him, we can do what is right and 

honor God.

Key Points

I can put God first!

• The Bible teaches us not to love the world or the things of the world. If we do, the love of the Father is not in 

us (1 John 2:15). What this means is that we have to love God first and make Him the priority in our lives! We 

can’t allow other things to come before Him.

• “But the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and 

choke the Word, and it proves unfruitful” (Mark 4:19). This means that we should not allow other things to 

become more important than listening to what God wants to say to us.
• “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on the earth” (Colossians 3:2). We should 

put God first!

I can set aside time for God!

• We are not to be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of our minds (Romans 12:2). 

We renew our minds by spending time with God.

• If God is first in our lives, do we give Him the best part of our day as well or just the leftovers? You can even 

start the day with God! Spend time with Him before you even get out of bed, asking Him to help you do 

what is right that day and make right choices. If you wait until later in the day or at bedtime, you may be too 

tired or busy to pray and read the Bible.

I can find a place with no distractions!
• Even Jesus went away to a garden to spend time to pray (Matthew 26:36). It was a place without 

distractions where He could give God His full attention.

• We are supposed to fix our attention on Jesus, the Founder and Perfecter of our faith (Hebrews 12:2). 

• We are to look straight ahead and fix our eyes on what lies before us (Proverbs 4:25). We need to spend 

time with God in a place where we won’t be distracted by things like the TV, video games, or even our 

family and friends. Think about this – where can you spend time with God without distraction?
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion

We need to make spending time with God a priority in our lives. This involves putting Him first and giving Him 

quality time each and every day. We need to find a place where we can pray to and hear from Him without 

distractions. Psalm 16:8, “I have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right hand, I shall not be 

shaken.” 

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• God wants to spend time with you and help you each and every day, He wants to have a relationship with 

you; but our sin keeps us from that relationship. Did you know that anything we think, say, or do that breaks 

God’s Law is sin, and the punishment for sin is separation from God (Romans 6:23)?
• Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). It is because of Jesus that 

we can admit that we have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 3:23-25).

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives.

For the saved child:

• Challenge the saved child to make God his number one priority and give Him the best of his time each day.

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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PLANNER (ARRIVING ACTIVITY)

Visuals

• Picture of a planner / agenda*

Supplies

• Paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application

• As the children arrive, show them the picture of the planner. Ask them if they know what it is and its 

purpose. Explain that a planner helps you set priorities in your life. You can write down all the things you 

need to do, big or small, and find times to do them. It helps you to evaluate what things are the most 

important so they can be done first. Ask the children whether they have planners (some of them may use 

one at school to write down their homework). 
• Give each child a piece of paper. Have the children write a list of the priorities they could put in their 

planners. Then have them share their list with the group. Explain that today we are going to learn how we 

need to make spending time with God a priority in our lives.

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Psalm 16:8, “I have set the Lord always before me; because He 

is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.”
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REMINDER (MEMORY VERSE)

Visuals

• Memory Verse visual*, Picture of a string tied around a finger*

Supplies

• Bible

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!)

Ask the children whether they have ever needed to remember to do something. Did they do something to 

help them remember? Some people tie a string around their finger as a reminder. Every time they feel or see 

the string, they are reminded of the thing that needs to get done. It helps them remember to do the important 

thing. When we keep the Lord before us, like the string on our finger, we can remember to do what God has 

called us to do. It is important to make spending time with God a priority in our lives.

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.)

Psalm 16:8, “I have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.”

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.)

Set – to place

Always before me – continually in your view or purpose

Right side – God is always with you, right beside you, present

Not be shaken – will not be moved or overthrown, He will not let you fall

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

How can you have the Lord always at your right side? Have you thought about making the decision to 

believe in Jesus and have the confidence that your sins are forgiven and that He is by your side?

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

How can you set the Lord always before you? What can shake you if you don’t have the Lord always 

before you?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times.

Memory Game

Play Me Then You. Review the verse together a couple times. Then explain to the children that while your 

hands are up, you will say the words. When your hands are down, they will say the words. Rotate between 

your hands being up and down to keep the children engaged and challenged.
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HOPELESS (GOSPEL PRESENTATION)

Visuals

• “What’s the Problem?” and “What’s Your Choice?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of David 

Ring*

Supplies

• Bible, paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application

• Hope. Peace. Joy. We all want to experience these things in our lives. When they are absent, we 

experience hopelessness.

• From the time David Ring was born until high school, he experienced one setback after another. At his birth, 

he was dead for the first 18 minutes and considered dead by the doctors. Born broken and “walking and 

talking funny,” he didn’t fit in with other kids. He was bullied severely. Both his parents died when he was 

young. When his mom died, he wanted to die too. He felt he had nothing to live for. He tried to kill himself 

every other day for two years. He had given up on himself. 

• One night, David went to church. There he found out that God loved him and had a good plan for his life. 

God loved him just the way he was. He asked Jesus to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life. David now 

had something worth living for! 

• God called David to travel all over the United States to share his story. He has spoken in more than 6,000 

churches. David tells people, “The world throws away broken things, but God uses broken things and 

broken people.” 

• Just like David, we have all sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). The punishment for that 

sin is separation from God (Romans 6:23a). Use the “What’s the Problem?” Visual to review.

• David chose to believe in Jesus and received forgiveness from his sin. He went from being hopeless to 

having hope and a reason to live. We can make that choice as well! Use the “What’s Your Choice?” Visual to 

review.

Discussion

• Older Team: Have the children discuss what it means to be hopeless and ask if they have ever felt that way.

• Younger Team: Have the children discuss how sin is anything they think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law.

• Quiet Team: Have the children write down the word hopeless in the center of their page and write around it 

how they can find hope.

• Active Team: Have the children race to look up the different Scriptures on the Foundational Gospel Truths 

Visuals that were used and discuss what they mean.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS)

Supplies

• Review Questions*

Large Group Story Review Questions

• What did Nehemiah come to instruct the people to do? (Build a wall)

• How were they to build the wall? (They were each to build the wall in front of their house.)

• How long did it take to build the wall? (52 days)

• Who was Ezra? (Teacher of the Law)

• What was he to do? (Read the Law to the people)

• What did the Levites do? (Read the Law to the people and explained it to them)

• What was the people’s reaction when they understood what was being read? (They were sad and cried.)
• What did Nehemiah tell the people? (Do not be sad. The joy of the Lord would make them strong.)

• Why did the people repent? (For their sins and the sins of the people before them who did not obey God)

• How long did they repent and worship? (Four days)

• What did God do? (God forgave them and restored them.)

Discussion Questions

• What things get in our way and distract us from following God and keeping Him a priority in our lives?

• Why is spending time with God so important?
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CHALK ART (CRAFT)

Visuals

• Craft sample*, Letter stencils*

Supplies

• Black construction paper (one per child), chalk, cotton ball, scissors

Instruction and Application

• Give each child a piece of black construction paper, a cotton ball, scissors, and the letter stencil. Have the 

children cut out each of the letters on the paper so they have all the letters to spell God. Have them place 

the letter G on the paper, hold it in place, and color in the letter with chalk. Next, have them brush off the 

extra chalk from the stencil with a cotton ball. Have them repeat this process with the letter O and then with 

the letter D until they have the word God. Remind the children that today we learned we can make it a 

priority to spend time with God. Encourage them to hang their pictures somewhere to remind them to make 

spending time with God a priority each and every day.

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Psalm 16:8, “I have set the Lord always before me; because He 

is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.”

10   |   SMALL GROUP



WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES)

Supplies

• God & Me Journal*, paper, writing tools

Activity #1

• Give each child a God & Me Journal. Review “Talk to God” and “God Speaks To Me” on the cover. Review 

with the children why it is so important to spend time talking and listening to God each and every day. Then 

have the children turn to “What did I learn?”   Have them touch their thumbs with their pointer fingers from 

their other hand as diagramed on the cover, and say the word priority.  Ask them what the word priority 

means. Then have them write ways they can make spending time with God a priority. Emphasize that there 

are opportunities throughout the day that they can have “Little Talks” with God. He is always there and 

wants to hear from them.
• Encourage the children to spend time with God every day this week and to write in their God & Me Journal.

Activity #2

• Have the children break into pairs and pray together. Encourage them to walk through each of the parts of 

prayer. Tell them they already are doing the first step by making it a priority and taking time to pray!

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY)

Supplies
• Additional Activity #1: Ezra Coloring Page*

• Additional Activity #2: Nehemiah Word Search*

• Additional Activity #3: The Big Take Away Key Chain*

Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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