
QUESTION:
Why is church important?

LESSON 6
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Power Phrase
It is important to go to church with other Christians!

Memory Verse
Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three are gathered in My name, there am I among them.”

Supporting Doctrines
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

Goals
The child will...

• Learn why it is important to go to church!

• Understand how to know what a good church will look like!

• Choose to make going to church with other Christians a priority in his life!

Reminders
There are many religious groups that teach a message that sounds similar to what we believe as 

Christians but is different in important ways. It is important that we teach the children how to tell 

whether a church believes the key doctrines of the Christian faith, like our Foundational Gospel 

Truths. When we know the real thing, we can better identify something that is not true. It is like 

when we know what genuine money looks like, we can better identify counterfeit money.

Acknowledgements
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the 

development of this lesson: Deborah Lunsford, Sky Elliot, LaShane Hill, Kristn Punjabi, and Kelly 

Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma City’s inner city. Thank you 

for the time you have invested in these children.

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation Activities are used with the permission 

of www.iamsecond.com.

Additional Resources
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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Jesus in the Temple
(Bible Story - Luke 2:41-52, Acts 2:42-47)
Visuals

• Bible Story Visuals*

Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, microphone (or hairbrush), reporter’s hat, press badge

Captivate #1 - News Flash!

• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Provide a 

microphone (real or hairbrush). You also could have the volunteer wear a hat with a “Press” card 

tucked in it or wear a “Press” badge. This activity will work best if the volunteer is given time to 

practice in advance.

Captivate #2 - Thumbs Up!

• Stop at different points during the story and ask the children a question that has a “yes” or “no” 

answer. Ask them to show their answer by putting their thumbs up for “yes” and thumbs down 

for “no.”

Introduction

• Jesus was brought to the Temple in Jerusalem at a young age to be presented to the Lord. 

There was a man named Simeon who was a good man who had waited a long time for someone 

to come to help Israel. The Holy Spirit had shown Simeon that he would see the Messiah before 

he died. Led by the Spirit, Simeon went to the Temple. As Mary and Joseph brought Jesus into 

the Temple, Simeon took Jesus in his arms and prayed to God. Simeon knew he was holding 

Jesus, God the Son.

Story

• Retell the story from Luke 2:41-52, Acts 2:42-47.

• See Story Script.

Conclusion

• Jesus always made spending time in God’s House and with other believers a priority. He 

modeled that throughout His life and in His ministry as an adult. He realized it was there that He 

could grow in His knowledge and relationship with God. Through fellowship with other believers, 

we can encourage one another and learn together. It is important to go to church with other 

Christians!

Testimony
• Share about what it means to you to go to church and the impact it has on your life.

• Share about a time that you were struggling but God used church and other believers to 

encourage you and help you make right choices.



4

Challenge
Visuals

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual*

Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*

Introduction

• In our Bible Story, Jesus shows us the importance of being in God’s House. When His parents 

were worried and had no idea where He might be, He questioned why they didn’t know that He 

would be in the Temple. Jesus was telling them that His first priority was being in God’s 

presence, where He could learn and grow. We need to be like Jesus. We need to be in God’s 

presence, where we can worship Him, learn from Him, and grow as a believer. This is why it is so 

important to find a good church where we can worship with other believers.

Key Points

Even Jesus spent time in God’s House!

• Jesus knew the importance of being in God’s House, where He could learn, grow, and spend 

time with other believers. Jesus is our perfect Example!

• Jesus questioned His parents, asking why they were searching for Him. He said they should 

have known He would need to be in His Father’s House. He said it like it was an obvious thing 

(Luke 2:49).

• Just like Jesus, it should be important to us to spend time in God’s House.

Going to church is important for fellowship!

• “That they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that You sent Me and loved 

them even as You loved Me.” (John 17:23). The “perfectly one” He is talking about is the oneness 

that Christians experience in true fellowship, oneness with one another, with Christ, and with the 

Father. Just as the Father is in Jesus, so is Jesus in us, and we have unity with one another 

because of the uniqueness of that relationship (1 John 1:3).

• Going to church also allows Christians to encourage one another (Hebrews 10:25).

Going to church is critical to our growth!

• True Christian fellowship causes Christians to grow. It is like iron sharpening iron (Proverbs 

27:17). Believers can encourage, challenge, and inspire each other. We need each other to grow.

• The church equips believers for works of service, so that the body of Christ, made up of all the 

people who have put their trust in Jesus, may be built up (Ephesians 4:12).
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Challenge (Continued)
Conclusion

• One of the key factors in our growing to be like Jesus is spending time with other believers in 

church. It is important to go to church with other Christians!

• Just like our body needs food to give us strength and grow physically, spiritually we need to be 

fed through God’s Word (1 Peter 2:2).

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian. To be a Christian, you must realize that you are a 

sinner and ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life (Romans 3:23).

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to 

ask Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives (1 John 1:9).

For the saved child:

• Challenge the saved child to make going to church a priority in his life. Through church or Novo 

Bible Club, he can grow to be more like Jesus.
• Encourage children if they have any questions to stay behind and talk to a leader.
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Church (Arriving Activity)
Visuals
• Collage of church buildings*

Instruction and Application
• As the children arrive, teach them this fun little rhyme and finger play that talks about church: 

“Here is the church” (intertwine fingers inside your hand), “Here is the steeple” (lift two pointer 

fingers up straight and touch finger tips), “Open the doors” (turn hands over with fingers up), 

“And there are the people” (wiggle fingers). Ask the children what a steeple is and if every 

church has one. Not all churches look the same. Some are traditional and have a steeple and 

maybe stained glass windows. Other churches don’t have their own buildings. They may meet 

in a school or event center. Being a church has very little to do with the building itself. The 

church is about the people who are inside and who and how they worship. Today we are 

going to learn why it is important to go to church with other Christians.
• Review the Memory Verse together. Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three are gathered in 

My name, there am I among them.”
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In My Name (Memory Verse)
Visuals
• Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a membership card*

Supplies
• Bible

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction, and don’t let go!)

Ask the children if they have ever had a membership to something, maybe a library card or part of 

a club at school. There are all different kinds of memberships. Some are good and some are bad 

(e.g., a library card membership or gang membership). It is the same way with religious groups; 

they are not all the same. God tells us that where two or three are gathered in His name, He is 

among them. They are gathered with the purpose of worshiping and serving God. Think about the 

people you surround yourself with. When you are with them, is God going to join you? Will He be 

welcome? It challenges us to think about who we spend our time with, who we allow to influence 

us, and what they do to help us grow as a believer.

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.)

Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three are gathered in My name, there am I among them.”

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.)

Two or three – more than one person 

Gathered in My name – together with the purpose of worshiping God

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

Do you want to have God with you? Do you want to know Him personally and have a 

relationship with Him?

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

Who do you surround yourself with? Do you go places that God would want to go?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times.

Memory Game

Play Volume Control. Select a child to control the volume of the group saying the Memory Verse. 

As the group quotes the verse, the child will raise his hand to raise the volume and lower it to 

lower the volume.
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Called to Share (Gospel Presentation)
Visuals
• “What’s the Problem?”, “What’s Your Choice?”, and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel 

Truths Visuals*, Picture of Norm Miller*

Supplies
• Bible, paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application
• Norm Miller started out as a salesman at Interstate Batteries. He then started selling and setting 

up Interstate Batteries distributorships. Days were long and very demanding. Norm began to 

drink and eventually needed alcohol to function. After multiple times getting in trouble with the 

police for driving after drinking too much alcohol, Norm realized how serious his problem was. 

He cried out, “God, help me! I can’t handle it!” A few days later, a friend encouraged him to 

start reading the Bible. The more he read, the more he realized that the Bible was true. He 

went to church that Sunday and learned that God loved him. Norm questioned, “How can God 

love me? I live totally for myself. I’m selfish and broken.” Soon after that, Norm was at a Bible 

study and a man helped Norm to ask Jesus to forgive his sins and become the Lord of his life. 

Norm’s life was totally changed! He began to boldly share his faith at his work. When he was 

70 years old, he felt called to share the love of Jesus to the people in the Dallas area. He 

worked with an organization called E3 Partners to create the “I Am Second” campaign. Today 

there are more than 212 countries with more than 7 million hits on their website. The stories on 

the website are about real people whose lives God has transformed.
• Just like Norm, we have all sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). Sin is 

anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. The punishment for that sin is separation 

from God (Romans 6:23a). Use the “What’s the Problem?” Visual to review. 
• Norm chose to believe in Jesus and received forgiveness for his sin. He admitted what he had 

done wrong, he believed that Jesus died in his place, and he chose to make Jesus the Lord of 

his life. We can make that decision as well! Use the “What’s Your Choice?” Visual to review.
• Norm realized that God has called all of us to be a witness to those around us. We need to 

share God’s love with others (Mark 16:15). Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to review.

Discussion
• Older Team: Have the children discuss what it means to share their faith with others. Remind 

them that God has called all of us who believe to share our faith.
• Younger Team: Have the children say and do the motions for what sin is.
• Quiet Team: Have the children write the word “choice” and around it write the choices they 

can make. Do those choices honor God or self?
• Active Team: Have the children play Rock, Paper, Scissors with a partner. The winner will say 

something he learned in the Gospel Presentation today.
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Flashback (Review Questions)
Supplies
• Review Questions*

Large Group Review Questions
• Why was Jesus brought to the Temple when He was very young? (To be blessed)
• Who had been waiting to meet the Messiah? (Simeon)
• Why did Simeon go to the Temple that day? (The Spirit led him.)
• Why did Jesus travel with His family to Jerusalem? (To celebrate the Passover)
• What happened when the Passover was over? (Mary and Joseph started traveling home and 

realized that Jesus wasn’t with them.)
• Where did they find Jesus? (In the Temple)
• Why did Jesus say they shouldn’t have worried? (They should have known He would be in His 

Father’s House.)
• Why was it important for Jesus to be in His Father’s House? (To learn, grow, and spend time 

with other believers)
• What can we learn from Jesus? (We need to spend time in church so we can grow.)

Discussion Questions
• How much of a priority have you made going to church or Novo Bible Club?
• What things have you allowed to be more important than going to church or Novo Bible Club?
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Fold Out Church (Craft)
Visuals
• Craft sample*

Supplies
• Church paper* (one per child), scissors, glue, coloring tools

Instruction and Application
• Give each of the children a Church paper, scissors, coloring tools, and some glue. Have the 

children color the Church paper however they would like. They will then fold the paper along 

the creases shown. Have them cut out all the pieces and glue them as shown on the craft 

sample. They can have fun folding and unfolding the church. They also can say the “Here’s the 

Church” rhyme while they are doing it.

• Remind the children that we learned today how important it is to go to church with other 

Christians. It isn’t about the building that the church meets in. It’s about being with others who 

believe in God. It is with other believers in church that we can worship God, grow together as 

believers, and encourage one another. 
• Review the Memory Verse together. Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three are gathered in 

My name, there am I among them.”
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What’s the Point? (Application Activity)
Supplies
• Paper, writing tools, “What’s the Point?” card*

Activity #1
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Discuss the question in this lesson: Does it matter if 

I go to church and what church I go to? Have the children write the different things that help 

them know that it is important to go to church with other Christians. Then have the children 

write their answer to this lesson’s question and why they believe it. Encourage the children to 

put into action what they learned today. Maybe they can tell a friend or family member what 

they learned and invite someone to go to church with them.

Activity #2
• Have the children take turns acting out different ways they can invite someone to go to church. 

If you have a group that is quieter, you could choose to have them draw a picture or make a 

card for someone instead.

Now What? (Additional Activity)
Supplies
• Additional Activity #1: Jesus In the Temple Coloring Page*
• Additional Activity #2: Jesus In the Temple Maze*
• Additional Activity #3: The Big Take Away Key Chain*

Instruction and Application
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson 

concepts. The children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to 

you teach during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great 

for moments when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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