
QUESTION:
Why didn’t God answer my prayer?

LESSON 4
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Power Phrase
God always answers my prayers!

Memory Verse
Psalm 17:6a, “I call upon You, for You will answer me, O God.”

Supporting Doctrines
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

Goals
The child will...

• Learn that God always answers his prayers!

• Understand the different ways his prayers can be answered!

• Realize that God’s will is perfect for his life!

Reminders
Sometimes it can feel like God isn’t listening or doesn’t care. It is important that the children learn 

that God is always there. He hears their prayers and He answers them. We don’t see the big 

picture, but we have to trust that God’s will is perfect and His answer is what is best for us.

Acknowledgements
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the 

development of this lesson: Deborah Lunsford, Sky Elliot, LaShane Hill, Kristn Punjabi, and Kelly 

Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma City’s inner city. Thank you 

for the time you have invested in these children.

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation Activities are used with the permission 

of www.iamsecond.com.

Additional Resources
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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A Request From the Mother of James and John
(Bible Story - Matthew 20:20-28)
Visuals

• Bible Story Visuals*, “Cheer” and “Boo” signs*

Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, poster board, markers

Captivate #1 - Picture It!

• Choose a child or leader to draw elements of the story as you are telling it. The volunteer does 

not necessarily have to draw well. Even using stick figures can be fun. Focus on adding facial 

expressions or specific actions for parts of the story.

Captivate #2 - Cheer!

• Choose one child to hold the “Cheer” and “Boo” signs. Throughout the Bible Story, have the 

child hold up the sign that fits with what is being said. This will help the children focus on the 

story and also identify the positive and negative aspects of the story.

Introduction

• Jesus was traveling and sharing the Gospel during His earthly ministry. He taught on many 

subjects, told numerous parables, and performed miracles. This day He spoke again about His 

coming death. He pulled aside His 12 disciples and warned them that the Son of Man would be 

handed over to the chief priests and teachers of the Law. They would sentence Him to death 

and hand Him over to the Gentiles. The people would make fun of Him and whip Him. They 

would nail Him to a cross where He would die, and on the third day He would rise from the 

dead.

Story

• Retell the story from Matthew 20:20-28.

• See Bible Story Script.

Conclusion

• The mother of James and John was only looking out for her sons. Jesus answered her request, 

but it wasn’t the answer she was hoping for. Her request to Jesus was not something that Jesus 

could agree to. It was not what was best for the brothers or anyone else. Jesus said no to her 

because it was not God’s will or best. Even though His answer was “no,” God still answered her 

prayer.

Testimony
• Share about a time you prayed and thought God didn’t answer your prayers, but then realized 

He had, just in a different way than you expected.

• Share a time you prayed and God answered your prayers.



4

Challenge
Visuals

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual*

Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*

Introduction

• In our Bible Story today, we learned how the mother of James and John went to Jesus asking 

Him to have her sons sit on the right and the left of Jesus in Heaven. Jesus’ answer to her was 

“no.” This was not God’s will. This mother was not seeking God’s will when she asked; she was 

wanting to meet her own desires for her sons. When we pray, we need to seek God’s will and 

His perfect plan. God always answers our prayers!

Key Points

God sees the whole picture!

• We see things only partially or understand in a small way, but God sees the whole picture           

(1 Corinthians 13:12).
• We can’t see all the details and the effects of every decision made. We can’t know what is going 

to happen in the future, but God knows all these things and knows what is best.

• The thoughts or plans God has for us are too many to count (Psalm 40:5). We can’t even begin 

to comprehend all the details or know what the right decisions are in every situation. We don’t 

see the whole picture, but God does!

God’s will is perfect!

• We are human and make mistakes. We have limited understanding. We don’t see the big 

picture. 

• God sees and knows all things. God doesn’t make mistakes; God’s will is perfect (Psalm 18:30).

We need to trust God’s answer!
• We need to wait quietly and patiently before God for His answer to our prayers. Our hope is in 

Him (Psalm 62:5). We have hope because we know that God works all things for the good of 

those who love Him (Romans 8:28).

• God promises that He will answer our prayers (Psalm 17:6). We have to trust that He knows what 

is best for us.
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Challenge (Continued)
Conclusion

• God’s will is perfect. He wants the best for us. He will always answer our prayers! When we pray, 

we need to trust His answer for us. Sometimes God answers “yes,”; sometimes He answers 

“no,”; and sometimes He answers “wait.” When we pray, we need to also ask that we trust God 

and His will for us.

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• Do you know that you can pray to God and He promises to answer you? He loves you and 

wants to have a relationship with you. Sin keeps us from being able to have a relationship with 

God. God sent His Son to earth and Jesus died for your sins (Romans 5:8). Would you like to 

pray and ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life?

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to 

ask Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives.

For the saved child:
• Challenge the saved child to seek God’s will when he prays and trust that God’s answers are 

best. 

• Encourage children if they have any questions to stay behind and talk to a leader.
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Go, Go, Stop (Arriving Activity)
Visuals
• Stoplight Visual*

Instruction and Application
• As the children arrive, ask them if they have ever played the game Go, Go, Stop. Explain that to 

play the game, one person faces the wall on one side and the other children are lined up on 

the other side. When the child facing the wall says “go,” the children on the other side sneak 

up and try to be the first to touch the wall beside the person. When the child facing the wall 

says “stop” and turns around, the children have to freeze in place. If the child sees them 

moving, they have to go back to the starting line. Play a few rounds of the game with the 

children. Then explain that God can answer our prayers in different ways just like there were 

different things we were told in the game. Sometimes God says, “yes” which is like “go”; 

sometimes He says “no,” which is like “stop”; and sometimes He says “wait.” 
• Review the Memory Verse together. Psalm 17:6a, “I call upon You, for You will answer me, O 

God.”
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God’s Will (Memory Verse)
Visuals
• Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a tricycle and a bicycle*, Stoplight Visual*

Supplies
• Bible

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!)

Ask the children if they know how to ride a bike. Ask what kind of bike they would like to have if 

they could get a new one. Do they think if a 3-year-old asked her mom or dad for a mountain bike, 

they would give it to her? They would say “no,” because the 3-year-old would be too small to ride 

it. The parents would give her something more appropriate, like a tricycle. Just like a parent knows 

what is best for her child, God knows what is best for us. He says He will always hear us and 

answer our prayers. He answers our prayers knowing what is best for us. Sometimes He says 

“yes”; sometimes He says “no”; and sometimes He says “wait.” We can have confidence that if we 

pray for God’s will, He will always hear us and do what is best for us.

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.)

Psalm 17:6a, “I call upon You, for You will answer me, O God.”

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.)

Call upon You – cry for help, request from God

Answer me – give a response to a question

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

Do you want to be able to pray to God and have Him answer your prayers? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

When you pray, do you ask for what you want, or do you ask for God’s will in the 

circumstance?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times.

Memory Game

Play Stop and Go. Use the Small Group Stoplight Visual. When the Stoplight Visual is on green, 

have the children say the Memory Verse together; when it is on yellow, have them speak slowly; 

and when it is on red, have them stop.

S
M

A
LL G

R
O

U
P



8

Forgiven (Gospel Presentation)
Visuals
• “What’s Your Choice?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of 

Tyrone Flowers*

Supplies
• Bible, paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application
• Tyrone Flowers was forced into foster care at the age of 7 because of a very difficult family life. 

He spent the next decade in three different foster homes, a few residential treatment facilities, 

eight different group homes, and a juvenile reformatory school. Tyrone was 10 years old when 

his dad was shot and killed. Tyrone was told he would be just like his father. Tyrone’s greatest 

desire was to have his basic needs met. He wanted to do the right things, but he didn’t know 

how. One day riding home on the bus, he got in a verbal fight with a guy. As he got off the bus, 

the guy followed him and pulled a gun and shot him. Instantly paralyzed that night, he almost 

died. He would never walk again. Tyrone kept thinking about getting revenge on the guy who 

hurt him. Confused and questioning why God would allow this to happen, Tyrone began to 

wonder why God spared his life. Tyrone went to college, where he wrote a paper on the 

juvenile justice system. He visited one of the facilities he had grown up in and shared about his 

life with a young boy. The boy told Tyrone the story because he knew he could understand 

what he had been through. Leaving the facility a woman told him that he had a gift for working 

with hurting children. He knew what God had called him to do. Tyrone graduated with honors 

and earned a law degree; he now runs an organization dedicated to equipping high-risk youth 

with positive leadership. Tyrone understands why God answered his prayers the way He did. 

Although Tyrone is still in a wheelchair, he believed God had a purpose for him and was going 

to use him. God has used his difficult experiences to help high-risk youth.
• Tyrone didn’t allow his past to make him bitter towards God. He forgave the guy who shot him 

and realized that if God could forgive him for his choices, he too, could forgive others. Tyrone 

admitted his sin and his need for a Savior, the only way to have a relationship with God 

(Romans 5:8) Use the “What’s Your Choice?” Visual to review.
• Just like with Tyrone, God will use our experiences and abilities to share the Gospel with those 

around us. We need to GROW to be like Jesus. Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to review.

Discussion
• Older Team: Discuss what it means to be forgiven by God and to forgive others.
• Younger Team: Have the children discuss what it means to be forgiven and how we can be 

forgiven only through Jesus dying on the cross for our sins.
• Quiet Team: Have the children write the word “forgiven” and what it means to them that Jesus 

died on the cross so they could be forgiven and have a relationship with God.
• Active Team: Have the children play “Hangman” using words from the lesson. Possible words 

include “forgiven,” “grow,” and “choose.”
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Flashback (Review Questions)
Supplies
• Review Questions*

Large Group Review Questions
• Large Group Review Questions
• What was Jesus doing? (Telling parables and teaching the crowds)
• Who came up to Jesus to ask Him a question? (The mother of James and John, along with her 

sons)
• What did she ask of Jesus? (That her sons be on the right and the left of Jesus in Heaven)
• What was Jesus’ answer? (He said it was not for Him to say who would be on the right and the 

left.)
• What did the other disciples do when they found out? (They were angry.)
• What did Jesus tell them? (Not to be like the Gentiles who hold power over their people)
• What did Jesus say they should do if they wanted to be important? (They should be servants.)
• What did Jesus say they should do if they wanted to be first? (They must be slaves.)
• Does God always answer your prayers? (Yes)
• What are three ways that God can answer your prayers? (Yes, no, and wait)
• Why doesn’t God always answer the way we want Him to? (Because He knows what we need 

and what is best for us)

Discussion Questions
• How can we know what God’s will is when we pray?
• How can you make prayer a bigger part of your life?
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Signs (Craft)
Visuals
• Craft sample*

Supplies
• Sign template* (one per child) or circle punch; half sheet of black or gray construction paper 

(one per child); red, green, and yellow cellophane (one three-inch square of each color per 

child), 6-inch piece of ribbon, glue, or tape

Instruction and Application
• Give each of the children a piece of black construction paper and have them punch out three 

holes in a row like the craft sample; or have them cut out the center of the circles on the sign 

template. If using the sign template, we recommend you use gray paper so that the circles will 

show on the paper. Next give each child colored cellophane squares (one of each color).  

Have the children tape or glue the cellophane in a row vertically on the back of the 

construction paper like a stoplight. Finally, have the children tape the ribbon onto the top of the 

stoplight so they can hang it up in a window and the light will shine through it.
• Remind the children that God always answers our prayers. Sometimes He says “yes,” which is 

like the green light; sometimes He says “no,” which is like the red light; and sometimes He says 

“wait,” which is like the yellow light. When the children see their stoplights, they can remember 

that God’s answers to our prayers are what is best for us, and He will always answer our 

prayers!

• Review the Memory Verse together. Psalm 17:6a, “I call upon You, for You will answer me, O 

God.”
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What’s the Point? (Application Activity)
Supplies
• Paper, writing tools, “What’s the Point?” card*

Activity #1
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Discuss the question in this lesson: Why didn’t God 

answer my prayers? Have the children write the different ways God answers prayers. Have 

them write their answer to this lesson’s question and why they believe it. Encourage the 

children to put into action what they learned. Maybe they can tell a friend or family member 

what they learned and encourage him to pray to God.

Activity #2
• Have the children take turns acting out different ways they can tell others that God will hear 

and answer their prayers. If you have a group that is quieter, you could choose to have them 

draw a picture or make a card for someone instead.

Now What? (Additional Activity)
Supplies
• Additional Activity #1: Mother of James and John Coloring Page*
• Additional Activity #2: Mother of James and John Maze*
• Additional Activity #3: The Big Take Away Key Chain*

Instruction and Application
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson 

concepts. The children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to 

you teach during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great 

for moments when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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