
QUESTION:
Does God forgive all sin?

LESSON 3
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Power Phrase
There is no sin that God will not forgive!

Memory Verse
Romans 10:13, “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Supporting Doctrines
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

Goals
The child will...

• Learn that sin separates him from God!

• Realize that Jesus paid the price for sin so he could be forgiven!

• Understand that there is no sin that God will not forgive!

Reminders
One of the biggest obstacles people can face to accepting Jesus as their Lord and Savior is that 

they do not believe they are good enough, or they think there are things they have done that God 

would not forgive. It is important that they know that God’s love is unconditional, that anyone who 

calls on His name can be saved! While we can acknowledge that rejecting God or the sin of 

“unbelief” could be argued as a “sin” God would not forgive, we believe that the way this lesson is 

presented helps all children know that should they ask forgiveness, they will be forgiven (Romans 

10:13)!

Acknowledgements
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the 

development of this lesson: Deborah Lunsford, Sky Elliot, LaShane Hill, Kristn Punjabi, and Kelly 

Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma City’s inner city. Thank you 

for the time you have invested in these children.

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used with the permission 

of www.iamsecond.com.

Additional Resources
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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Onesimus’ Conversion (Bible Story - Philemon)
Visuals

• Bible Story Visuals*

Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, microphone (or hairbrush), reporter’s hat, press badge

Captivate #1 - News Flash!

• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Provide a 

microphone (real or hairbrush). You also could have the volunteer wear a hat with a “Press” card 

tucked in it or wear a “Press” badge. This activity will work best if the volunteer is given time to 

practice in advance.

Captivate #2 - Thumbs Up!

• Stop at different points during the Bible Story and ask the children a question that has a “yes” or 

“no” answer. Ask them to show their answer by putting their thumbs up for “yes” and thumbs 

down for “no.”

Introduction
• Paul was one of Jesus’ most dedicated followers. Paul shared the Gospel with many people, he 

planted many churches, and many lives were transformed because of his commitment to sharing 

the truth. He was even arrested and put in prison for sharing the Gospel. While he was in prison, 

he wrote a letter, along with Timothy, to someone named Philemon.

Story

• Retell the story from Philemon.

• See Bible Story Script.

Conclusion

• Onesimus was a slave and a sinner when he belonged to Philemon. But when Onesimus met 

Paul, his life was drastically changed. He heard the Gospel and became a believer in Jesus as 

Savior! Onesimus had been a slave, but now he was the spiritual son of Paul. Paul’s desire was 

that all of Onesimus’ debt be paid and that he return to Philemon, not as a slave but as a fellow 

brother in Christ. He encouraged Philemon to show forgiveness and love. This kind of 

forgiveness helps remind us that there is no sin that God will not forgive!

Testimony
• Share about a time you thought God could never forgive you for the things you had done and 

how you realized God loved you and would always forgive you.

• Share about when you asked Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life.
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Challenge
Visuals

• Key Point Visual*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual*

Supplies

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*

Introduction

• In our Bible Story today, we heard about a man who was considered useless. That man was 

Onesimus. While Paul was in prison he was able to share the Gospel with him, and Onesimus 

chose to ask God to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life. No sin was too great – God 

forgave them all. Onesimus was a changed man! He was a forgiven man! He became a useful 

man who could be used by God for His glory.

• There are many people who are afraid to come to God. They believe their sin is so great that 

there is no way God would be willing to forgive their sins. But that isn’t true. There is no sin that 

God will not forgive!

Key Points
God sent His Son to die!

• God loves us so much that He sent His Son to die on a cross for us so that we can be saved.

• Jesus is our Substitute. He had never sinned, so He was able to take our sins upon Himself 

(Mark 10:45).

There is no sin that God won’t forgive!

• The Bible teaches us that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). We 

also know that the punishment for sin is death, which is separation from God (Romans 6:23a).

• There is not a list of sins that God will not forgive. He will forgive anyone who asks Him (Romans 

10:13)!

It is our choice to receive forgiveness!
• Forgiveness is a free gift from God, but we have to ask for it. God promises that if we do ask, He 

is faithful and just and will forgive our sins (1 John 1:9).

• There is no other way to be saved. No one can come to the Father except through Jesus (John 

14:6).
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Challenge (Continued)
Conclusion

• We have all sinned; none of us are without sin. If we think we are without sin, we are just fooling 

ourselves (1 John 1:8). There are no levels of sin and levels of forgiveness. Jesus came and paid 

the price for ALL sin! There are no sins so great or too many that He will not forgive.

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• Do you believe there is any sin that God won’t forgive? Do you know that God loves you and 

wants to forgive your sins? He sent His Son to die for your sins (John 3:16). You can be forgiven 

for your sins and ask Jesus to be the Lord of your life. You can make that choice today!

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to 

ask Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives.

For the saved child:

• Challenge the saved child to share his faith. How can he tell others about Jesus and let them 

know there is no sin that God won’t forgive? God has called all believers to go into the world 

and tell people about Jesus (Mark 16:15). 

• Encourage children if they have any questions to stay behind and talk to a leader.
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Humpty Dumpty (Arriving Activity)
Visuals
• Picture of Humpty Dumpty*

Instruction and Application
• As the children arrive, remind them of the childhood rhyme about Humpty Dumpty. In the 

poem, Humpty Dumpty is sitting on the wall and then falls off and smashes into many pieces. 

The king and all his horses and all his men are unable to put Humpty Dumpty back together 

again. Sometimes there are things in life that are beyond repair. Perhaps there is a car that 

can’t be fixed and is sent to the junkyard, or maybe your favorite pair of jeans has so many 

holes that your mom says you have to throw them away. Today we are going to learn that no 

matter how many times we have sinned or how great our sin is, there is nothing we can do that 

God won’t forgive. There is not a single person that God would throw away and say there is no 

hope for that person.
• Review the Memory Verse together. Romans 10:13, “For everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved.”
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Disowned (Memory Verse)
Visuals
• Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a royal family*

Supplies
• Bible

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction, and don’t let go!)

Ask the children if they have ever heard a story or watched a movie where a prince or princess did 

something to disgrace the family and were then stripped from the royal title and disowned by the 

family. They were told they had done something so bad that they would never be able to return to 

their family. Sometimes people think this is how God thinks of them – that there are sins so great 

that God can’t forgive them or love them. We need to realize that there is no sin that God will not 

forgive. He promises that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved!

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.)

Romans 10:13, “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.)

Everyone – no one is excluded, open to anyone

Calls on the name of the Lord – asks Jesus to forgive their sins

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

Do you know that everyone sins, and sin separates us from God? Have you thought about 

asking Jesus to forgive your sins?

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

If God will forgive any sin, what is your motivation to not sin? Why do you want to make 

right choices instead of wrong choices?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times.

Memory Game
Play Guess Who. Pick one child to leave the group. As the child stands with his back to the group, 

have the other children quote the Memory Verse. Choose one word during the verse that a 

predetermined child will say in a funny voice. The child whose back is to the group will guess who 

said the word in a funny voice.
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Freedom (Gospel Presentation)
Visuals
• “What’s the Problem?” and “What’s Your Choice?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture 

of Christian Hosoi*

Supplies
• Bible, paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application
• Christian Hosoi is an all-American professional skateboarder who at one time lived by the 

creed, “Skate and Destroy.” While he became very successful at skating at an early age, he 

also found himself in the midst of destruction. He was searching for love in money, drugs, fame, 

and girls, but none of it was satisfying him. Hosoi had it all! It took losing it all to realize that 

freedom was not in material things. Hosoi started using the drug crystal meth. He used it 

constantly. He wanted to quit, but it controlled him. He finally got arrested for carrying drugs. 

He was looking at spending 10 years in prison. He called his girlfriend, and she told him he 

needed to trust in God. Hosoi questioned what God could do for him. She told him to get a 

Bible. He went in his room and held the Bible. He prayed and said, “If You are real, God, help 

me.” He opened the Bible and began to read. He realized that true freedom came through 

Jesus Christ and Him alone. Christian eventually accepted Jesus as his Lord and Savior, 

praying with his uncle over the phone while he was in prison. Christian was in prison, but he 

experienced true freedom! When Christian was released from prison, he became a pastor and 

now travels all over the world sharing his testimony.
• Just like Christian, we have all sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). The 

punishment for that sin is separation from God (Romans 6:23a). Use the “What’s the Problem?” 

Visual to review. 
• Christian chose to believe in Jesus and received forgiveness for his sin. He admitted what he 

had done wrong, believed that Jesus died in his place, and chose to make God the Lord of his 

life. We can do that, too. Use the “What’s Your Choice?” Visual to review.

Discussion
• Older Team: Have the children discuss things they are pressured to do (maybe drink, do drugs, 

or join gangs). How can they resist temptation?
• Younger Team: Have the children discuss the things that they make more important than God. 

Is it friends, TV, video games? Giving God the best of our time shows that we think He is the 

most important thing in our life.
• Quiet Team: Have the children write down the word “freedom” on their papers. Around it have 

them write things they need freedom from (e.g., anger, stealing, bad attitude, or cussing). 
• Active Team: Have the children sit in a circle and toss the ball while spelling the word 

“freedom.” The next person to catch the ball then shares what true freedom is.
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Flashback (Review Questions)
Supplies
• Review Questions*

Large Group Review Questions
• Why was Paul in prison? (For sharing the Gospel)
• Who was Paul’s letter written to? (Philemon)
• Who was Onesimus’ owner? (Philemon)
• What was the purpose of Paul’s letter to Philemon? (To tell him about Onesimus’ new trust in 

Jesus and ask Philemon to take Onesimus back)
• How did Paul describe Onesimus before His conversion? (Useless)
• How did Paul describe Onesimus after his conversion? (Useful)
• How did Paul see Onesimus? (As his spiritual son)
• How does Paul want Philemon to treat Onesimus? (As a brother in Christ, not as a slave)
• What did Paul say he would do if Onesimus owed Philemon anything? (He would pay the debt.)

Discussion Questions
• Are there sins that you think God will not forgive? What are those, and why do you believe 

that?
• How can you let others know that there is nothing that they have done that God will not 

forgive?
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Butterfly (Craft)
Visuals
• Craft sample*

Supplies
• Butterfly template* (one per child), patterned cupcake wrappers (one per child), pipe cleaners 

(one per child), writing tool, scissors

Instruction and Application
• Give each of the children a butterfly template, a cupcake wrapper, and a pipe cleaner. Have 

the children cut out the butterfly template. Then have them fold their cupcake wrappers in half 

and place the template on top of the wrapper and trace around the template. They will then cut 

along the line they traced. Next they will open the template. Fold the pipe cleaner in half and 

put on either side of the wrapper with the bend on the bottom and the ends at the top. Fold 

down the ends at the top of the wrapper to create the head of the butterfly. Twist them again at 

the bottom and then again at the top. The ends will be short at this point and should bend over 

to look like the butterfly antennae. 
• Remind the children that today we learned that there is no sin that God won’t forgive. We are 

like the caterpillar that turns into a beautiful butterfly. When we ask Jesus to forgive our sins 

and be the Lord of our lives, He forgives us and makes us new. This butterfly will remind us of 

the miracle God has done in our lives.

• Review the Memory Verse together. Romans 10:13, “For everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved.”
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What’s the Point? (Application Activity)
Supplies
• Paper, writing tools, “What’s the Point?” card*

Activity #1
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Discuss the question in this lesson: Does God 

forgive all sin? Have the children write the different things that help them know that there is no 

sin that God will not forgive. Then have the children write their answer to this lesson’s question 

and why they believe it. Encourage the children to put into action what they learned today. 

Maybe they can tell a friend or family member how God loves them very much and there is no 

sin that God will not forgive.

Activity #2
• Have the children take turns acting out different ways they can tell others that God loves them 

and will forgive their sins. If you have a group that is quieter, you could choose to have them 

draw a picture or make a card for someone instead.

Now What? (Additional Activity)
Supplies
• Additional Activity #1: Onesimus Coloring Page*
• Additional Activity #2: Onesimus Hidden Word*
• Additional Activity #3: The Big Take Away Key Chain*

Instruction and Application
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson 

concepts. The children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to 

you teach during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great 

for moments when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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