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power phrase
God promises to hear my prayers!

memory verse
1 John 5:14, “And this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask anything according to 
His will He hears us.”

supporting doctrines
For supporting doctrines, see Novo’s Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

goals
The child will...
• Know that God hears his every prayer!
• Believe that he can bring every need and request to God!
• Understand that God answers every prayer, even if the answer isn’t what he wants to hear!
• Trust that God’s will is perfect!

reminder
One of the hardest things to understand is why God answers our prayers the way He does. There is a 
saying, “God’s will is what we would do if we had all the facts.” We don’t see the big picture or 
understand what is best, but God does. Our goal is to help children trust God’s answer, whether it is 
“yes,” “no,” or “wait.”
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the church prays for peter 
(BIBLE STORY - Acts 12)
Recommended Visuals
• Bible Story visuals*
Recommended Supplies
• Bible, Bible character costumes, toy chains

Captivate #1 - Act It Out!
• Have the children dress up or pretend to be characters in the story. Choose children to dress up as 

Peter, the jailers, and the people in the church who prayed. You could also use toy chains to tie 

Peter up. Have them act it out as you tell the story.
Captivate #2 - Thumbs Up!
• Stop at different points during the story and ask the children a question that has a “yes” or “no” 

answer. Ask them to show their answers by putting their thumbs up for “yes” and their thumbs 

down for “no.”
Introduction
• During this time Herod, the king, was persecuting the Christians. He had killed James the brother 

of John with a sword, which pleased the Jews. This encouraged Herod to persecute other 
Christians. He had Peter arrested and had four squads of soldiers guard him. Since it was the days 
of Unleavened Bread (which is a celebration that lasts seven days), he intended to wait until after 

the Passover to bring Peter before the people.
Story
• Retell the story from Acts 12.
• See Story Script.

Conclusion
• God heard the prayers of the church! They didn’t know what was happening while they were 

praying, but God was performing a miracle! He sent an angel to Peter, his chains fell off, and the 

angel led him out of the prison. There is nothing that is impossible for God!

testimony
• Share a time that God answered a prayer and His answer was “yes.”
• Share a time that God answered your prayer but it wasn’t the answer you had hoped for, but later 

on you understood why God answered the way He did.
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challenge
Recommended Visuals
• Key Point visuals*, Power Phrase visual*, Memory Verse visual*

Supplies
• Bible
Introduction
• In our Bible Story today the people in the church had gathered to pray specifically for Peter. It is 

easy to believe that the people in the church didn’t have faith that God would free Peter because 
they didn’t believe it was Peter at the door. First they told Rhoda it wasn’t him; then they told her it 
must be his spirit. The people had prayed for Peter, knowing God would answer their prayers but 

unsure of what that answer might be. God’s answer to their prayers was to send an angel to Peter 
and to free Peter from prison. 

Key Points

God tells us to pray!
• God instructs us to be committed to prayer for our families, friends, unbelievers, easy things, hard 

things and in appreciation (Colossians 4:2).
• The Bible teaches us that we should pray continually (1 Thessalonians 5:17). We aren’t told to pray 

when we feel like it or when things are going our way. To pray continually means that we can have 
small conversations with God throughout our day about every detail.

• Sometimes prayer is simply calling out to God (Psalm 145:18).
• Talking to your best friend is important for building your relationship. Prayer is talking to God and 

building your relationship with Him!
God hears our prayers!
• God promises to hear our prayers. We should pray with confidence because God says if we ask 

anything according to His will, He will hear us (1 John 5:14). When we tell God we need help, He 
promises to hear us.

• When we pray, we need to believe that God will hear us and answer our prayers (James 1:6).
• Sometimes we can have a conversation with someone and realize he hasn’t heard a word we said. 

This is so frustrating! God promises that He will always hear our prayers.
God answers our prayers!
• God always answers our prayers according to His will (1 John 5:14-15). That means the answer may 

not be the one we think is best or what we want, but it is what God’s will is. Sometimes He says 
“yes,” sometimes He says “no,” and sometimes He says “wait.” It isn’t always easy understanding 

why God answers the way He does because we don’t have all the facts and we don’t see the big 
picture. God knows all things, and we have to have faith that His answers are perfect.

Conclusion
• Prayer is our way to talk to God. God wants to talk with us continually throughout our day. He 

promises that He will hear us and will answer our prayers. Sometimes it is hard to understand why 
God answers the way He does, but we have to have faith knowing that God knows what is best.
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challenge (CONTINUED)

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• Do you ever pray and talk to God? Have you asked Him to forgive your sins and be the Lord of 
your life? That is the most important prayer you will ever pray. You can make that choice today!

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to 

ask Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives (Romans 10:13).
For the saved child:

• God wants you to pray to Him every day. Prayer is just talking to God. Do you take time throughout 
your day to talk to God? Do you worship Him and thank Him for who He is and all He has done? Do 

you ask for God’s help and guidance throughout your day?
• Challenge the children to make prayer a priority in their lives and spend more time with God. If they 

have any questions, encourage the children to stay behind and talk to a leader.

large group
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hello (ARRIVING ACTIVITY)

Supplies
• picture of a child on a telephone*

Instruction and Application
• As the children arrive, have them sit in a circle or around a table. Show them the picture of a child 

on a telephone and ask them if they enjoy talking on the phone. Have them discuss the benefits of 

talking on the phone. They are able to have a conversation with a friend or a family member and 
stay in touch. 

• Play a few rounds of “Telephone” where a child whispers a sentence in the ear of the child beside 
him. That child then whispers it to the next child and it continues all the way around the circle. The 

last child says what he heard and the first child says what the original sentence was. Depending on 
your group, you may need to give guidelines for the sentences that are used.

• Explain that today we are going to talk about how we can talk to God just like we talk on the phone 

to our friends. The difference is that God’s line is never busy! He promises that He will always hear 
our prayers.
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three answers (MEMORY VERSE)

Visuals
• Memory Verse visual*, picture of a stop light*

Supplies
• ball

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic
A — Attention Grabber (Grab the children’s attention with an interesting introduction – don’t let go!)
For every question, there is always an answer; it just may not be the one you are looking for. God 
always hears our prayers and He always has an answer. He may say “yes,” He may say “no,” or He 

may say “wait.” Show the children the picture of the stop light and explain that God’s answers are 
almost like a stop light. When it is red God says “no,” when it is green God says “yes,” and when it is 
yellow God says “wait.” We have to trust that God knows what is best for us, even if we don’t 

understand His answer. We don’t see the big picture and how everything fits together. We just see a 
small piece and how it affects us right now. It isn’t always easy, but we have to trust God’s answers.

G — God’s Word (Show that the concept you are teaching them comes from God’s Word, the Bible.)
 1 John 5:14, “And this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask anything 
 according to His will He hears us.”

A — Awareness (Make children “aware” of the words and concepts.)
 confidence – we can know without a doubt
 to His will – God’s plan and purpose, not ours

 He hears – God will listen and answer us

I — In Their Lives (Teach children to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

 Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)
 Do you believe that God loves you and wants to hear and answer your prayers? What type of 
 things do you pray for or about? Have you asked Jesus to be the Lord of your life?

 Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)
 How can you know what God’s plan is when you are praying? Why does God sometimes say 
 “no” or “wait”? How can you know what God’s will is?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)
 Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game 3 or 4 times.

Memory Game
Play Erase A Word. Write the Memory Verse on a chalk/marker board. Erase one word at a time, 
while letting the children guess the missing word. 

small group
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there is a God (GOSPEL PRESENTATION)

Visuals

• “Who is God?”, What’s the Problem?”, and “What’s Your Choice?” Foundational Gospel Truths 
visuals*, picture of Greg Ellis*

Supplies

• Bible, paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application

• Greg Ellis was a linebacker for the Dallas Cowboys. Major injuries jeopardized his future and his 
coaches and doctors nearly gave up on him. Despite their doubts, Greg continued believing and 
God had a different plan for him. God answered Greg’s prayers and he became the comeback 

player of the year for the NFL. That year he had more sacks than he ever had in his career. (A sack 
is when the quarterback is tackled behind the line before he is able to throw the ball.) No one can 
take credit for these things except God. Sometimes God puts us in situations where only He can be 
glorified through it. Greg says, “If you follow my story and see what I’ve gone through, you have to 

realize that there is a God.” In everything Greg does in his life, he seeks God first. 
• God answered Greg’s prayers. Greg shares his story so that God can be glorified. We may not 

always understand why God answers our prayers the way He does, but we can know for sure that 

God knows what is best for us.
• God created us and loved us so much that He sent His Son to die on the cross for our sins (John 

3:16). He is preparing a place in Heaven for all those who believe in Him (John 14:2) because He 

loves us, and wants to be with us for eternity. Use the “Who is God?” visual to review.
• Like Greg, we have a choice of how we want to live our lives. Are we going to choose to believe in 

God and ask Him to forgive our sins and be the Lord of our lives? God wants to answer our 
prayers, He wants to forgive our sins, and He wants to guide us every day in our choices. What do 

you choose? Use the “What’s Your Choice?” visual to review.
Discussion

• Older Team: Have the children discuss things that they do or say that can help others see that 
there is a God.

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about things that they have prayed and asked for and how 
God answered their prayers. Maybe He said “Yes,” maybe He said “No,” or maybe He said “Wait.”

• Quiet Team: Have the children write the word “choices” at the top of their papers. Under it have 
them write all the different choices they have to make in their lives. Then have them write what the 

most important choice is.
• Active Team: Have the children race to look up the different Scriptures on the Foundational Gospel 

Truths visuals and discuss what they mean.
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flashback (REVIEW QUESTIONS)

Supplies

• sheet of review questions*
Story Review Questions

• Who was persecuting the Christians? (King Herod)
• What did the king do to James the brother of John? (He killed him with the sword.)
• Who did the king arrest? (Peter)
• What did the people of the church do when they heard about Peter’s arrest? (They prayed very 

intently for Peter.)
• What happened the night before the king was going to bring Peter before the Jews? (The 

Christians’ prayers for Peter were answered and he was free.)
• Where was Peter? (Sleeping between two guards bound with two chains)
• Who appeared to Peter? (An angel of the Lord)
• What did the angel say to Peter? (“Get up quickly and get dressed.”)
• What happened when Peter got up? (The chains fell off!)
• What happened as Peter followed the angel out of the prison? (They walked right past two guards 

and the gate opened on its own.)
• When Peter came to himself, what did he say? (“Now I am sure the Lord has sent His angel and 

rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.”)
• Where did Peter go? (He went to the house of Mary, the mother of John.)
• What did the servant girl do when she answered the door and recognized Peter’s voice? (She ran 

and told everyone that Peter was at the gate.)
• How did the people respond? (They didn’t believe her that it was Peter.)
• Who did they think it was? (Peter’s angel)
• What did Peter tell them when they finally let him in? (How God had brought him out of prison)
Discussion Questions

• Have you ever prayed for something but doubted whether God could answer your prayers?
• How has God answered your prayers?

small group
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telephone (CRAFT)

Visuals

• craft sample*
Supplies

• paper cups (two per child), 3-foot length of yarn (one per child), sharp object to puncture cups, tape
Instruction and Application

• Give each of the children two cups and a piece of yarn. Instruct them to poke a hole in the bottom 

of each cup with a sharp pencil or other item. Next have them pull the string through the bottom of 
the cup and tie a knot. They can also secure the yarn with a piece of tape. Repeat these steps with 
the other side of the yarn and the second cup. Have the children find a partner and take turns 

talking on their telephone. Encourage them to say the Power Phrase and Memory Verse to each 
other.

• Remind the children that today we are learning how God promises He will always hear our prayers. 
We can talk to God at any time and anywhere and He is there to listen! We can ask God anything 

according to His will and He will hear us (1 John 5:14).
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what’s the point? (APPLICATION ACTIVITY)

Supplies

• paper, writing tools, “What’s the Point?” cards*
Activity #1

• Give each of the children a “What’s the Point?” card. Discuss the promise from God that they 
learned about today. “God promises to hear my prayers!” What does it mean for the children 

personally that God promises to hear their prayers? What ways can the children put into action 
what they learned today? Give the children time to write their responses on their cards. 

Activity #2

• Have the children share different prayer requests that they have and pray for each other. Remind 

them that God always hears our prayers and answers them. We need to trust God to answer in the 
best way for us.

now what? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES)

Supplies

• Peter Crossword*
• Peter Coloring Page*
• The Big Take Away Key Chain* 
Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. 
The children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach 
during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments 

when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.

small group
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