
Promises
LESSON 3
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power phrase
God promises to forgive me when I ask!

memory verse
1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.”

supporting doctrines
For supporting doctrines, see Novo’s Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

goals
The child will...
• Understand that he has sinned and that the only way to be forgiven is through Jesus Christ!
• Know that Jesus paid the price for all of his sin!
• Believe that there is nothing he has done that is too great that God won’t love him or forgive him!

reminder
One of our greatest desires is that every child will understand that God loves him and wants to 

forgive him of his sins and be the Lord of his life. Watch for every opportunity where you can share or 
ask questions that point to the Gospel. God is using you to teach these children and make a 
difference for eternity!
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the criminal on the cross 
(BIBLE STORY - Luke 23:39-43)
Recommended Visuals
• Bible Story visuals*, Key Word signs*
Recommended Supplies
• Bible, microphone or hair brush, reporter’s hat, “press” badge

Captivate #1 - News Flash!
• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give him a 

microphone, a play microphone, or a hair brush to use as his microphone. You could also have him 

wear a hat with a “press” card tucked in it or a “press” badge. This would work best if they were 
given time to develop their skit in advance.

Captivate #2 - Key Word!
• Identify several key words that you will use in the story. Before telling the story, tell the children an 

action or a sound effect for each of the key words. Make sure that, as you tell the story, you repeat 
these words throughout the story. Pause each time you use one of the words so that the children 
can do the action or sound effect. An example would be when you say the word “criminal” the 

children would say “needs forgiveness” and when you say “Jesus” the children would say “Savior.”
Introduction
• It was prophesied that a Messiah would come Who would save the people from their sins. God 

sent His one and only Son to die for the sins of the world. He had no sin, so He was able to be the 
Sacrifice and pay the price for the sins of the world. In the garden He had prayed to God the 
Father, pleading for there to be another way to pay for sin, but there wasn’t. Jesus was arrested, 
beaten, and sentenced to die on a cross.

Story
• Retell the story from Luke 23:39-43.
• See Story Script.

Conclusion
• It was about noon and the whole land was covered with darkness until three o’clock. The sun had 

stopped shining, as Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my Spirit.” 

Jesus took His last breath. The temple curtain was torn in two and Jesus was buried that day, but 
rose again on the third day, fulfilling the prophesy. With His life, Jesus paid the price so that our 
sins could be forgiven!

testimony
• Share about how you came to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life.
• Share about mistakes you have made that made you doubt whether God could forgive you or love 

you, but how you experienced God’s love and forgiveness.
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challenge
Recommended Visuals
• Key Point visuals*, Power Phrase visual*, Memory Verse visual*

Supplies
• Bible
Introduction
• In our Bible Story today there were two criminals who were being hung on crosses on either side 

of Jesus. They were sinful and were paying for the crimes they had committed. Unlike Jesus, they 
deserved to be killed for what what they had done.

• One of the criminals mocked Jesus, but the second criminal believed that Jesus was Who He said 

He was. He asked Jesus to remember him when He entered His Kingdom. This man believed that 
Jesus could forgive his sins and make a way for him to be in Heaven. Jesus answered him and 
promised that very day he would be with Him in Paradise! Even though it was the very last 

moments of this criminal’s life and he had lived his whole life doing wrong, Jesus didn’t hesitate in 
forgiving this man.

• Salvation isn’t based on your past works or your promises for the future. It is a free gift to anyone 

who calls on the name of the Lord!
Key Points
Jesus paid the price so we can be forgiven!
• We have all done things that are wrong; we have all sinned. Sin is anything we think, say, or do that 

breaks God’s laws (1 John 3:4). Have the children share examples of sin.
• Jesus, Who is perfect, is the only One who could pay the price for our sins and be our Substitute    

(1 Peter 2:22).

Forgiveness is a free gift!
• Forgiveness is a free gift from God (Romans 3:24).
• Jesus Christ paid the price for our forgiveness (Hebrews 9:22).
• Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, but simply and only through the work 

of Jesus on the cross (Ephesians 2:9).
• Like any gift, you have to choose to accept it.
Forgiveness is available for anyone who asks!
• The Bible tells us that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (Acts 4:12).
• You will never be “good enough” and you can never earn salvation. Forgiveness is available to 

everyone!

Conclusion
• The criminal had nothing to offer Jesus. He had made many mistakes and he had no future on this 

earth to change his life. That day he would die on a cross next to Jesus. He received forgiveness 

from his sins and Jesus promised that he would be with Him in Heaven! We have the same 
opportunity; all we have to do is ask!
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challenge (CONTINUED)

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• Have you ever accepted the free gift of salvation that God has for you? God promises that He will 
wipe away your sins (Isaiah 43:25).

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to 

ask Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives (Acts 16:31). 
For the saved child:
• If you have asked Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life, you have received the 

best gift ever – assurance of salvation and eternity with Jesus!
• Challenge the saved child to share this amazing gift with others. Who do you know that doesn’t 

know Jesus? What can you do this week to share the love of Jesus with them?

large group
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paid in full (ARRIVING ACTIVITY)

Visuals
• picture of a child in a toy store*

Supplies
• play money, items-for-sale cards*
Instruction and Application
• As the children arrive, show them the picture of the child in a toy store and find out if they have 

ever been shopping and really wanted to buy something but didn’t have enough money to pay for 
it. Were they able to buy the item without enough money? Did the cashier just say, “It’s okay; I will 
take it anyway.” To purchase an item, the cost must be paid in full. 

• Lay out the items-for-sale cards and hand out the play money to the children and have them take 
turns saying what they could buy with the money they have. Remind them that they cannot spend 
more money than they have.

• Today the children are learning how Jesus paid the price for their sins so they can be forgiven, that 
we are unable to pay the debt ourselves, and that only through Jesus can we be forgiven!
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gift (MEMORY VERSE)

Visuals
• Memory Verse visual*, picture of a birthday party with lots of gifts*

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic
A — Attention Grabber (Grab the children’s attention with an interesting introduction – don’t let go!)

Let’s imagine it is your birthday and all your friends bought you presents – incredible presents! You 
open them and each present is something you had been wanting. You thank your friends for the 
generous gifts they gave you. At the end of the party, all of your friends get ready to leave and they 
start taking the gifts with them! How would you feel? You would be upset that they gave you gifts, but 

then took them back! As an unbeliever, when we confess our sins to God, we can have full 
confidence that He forgives us and cleanses our sins. We know that we will spend eternity with God 
in Heaven. There is nothing we can do that would cause God to take back that forgiveness. As 

believers, the price was paid for all our sins – past, present, and future. Our motivation to say no to 
sin and to obey God’s Word is not out of fear that we will lose our salvation, but out of love for God 
and the desire to have a relationship with Him and become more like Him. We confess our sins to 

acknowledge the things we’ve done wrong, thank God for His forgiveness, and ask for His strength 
and wisdom so we can do what is right.

G — God’s Word (Show that the concept you are teaching comes from God’s Word, the Bible.)

 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
 us from all unrighteousness.”

A — Awareness (Make children “aware” of the words and concepts.)
 confess our sin – admit to and agree that anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s laws
 faithful and just – can be relied upon, faultless, righteous

 to forgive our sins – wipe away all record of wrongdoing and deserved punishment
 cleanse from all unrighteousness – to cleanse our hearts and lives from sin

I — In Their Lives (Teach children to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

 Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)
 What are unrighteous things? Why is it important to confess your sins? How can you receive 
 God’s gift of salvation?

 Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)
 Since Jesus paid the price for ALL your sins – past, present and future – why do you need to 

 obey what is in the Bible? What is your motivation?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)
 Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game 3 or 4 times.

Memory Game
Play Guess Who. Pick one child to leave the group. As the child stands with his back to the group, 

have the children quote the verse. Choose one word during the verse that a pre-determined child will 
say in a funny voice. The child with his back to the group will guess who said the word in a funny 
voice.

small group
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forgiveness (GOSPEL PRESENTATION)

Visuals

• “What’s the Problem?”, What’s the Solution?”, and “What’s Your Choice?” Foundational Gospel 
Truths visuals*, picture of James Caldemeyer*

Supplies

• Bible, paper, writing tools, ball

Instruction and Application

• At the age of 21, James Caldemeyer was responsible for an alcohol-related car accident that killed 
another person. During that time he lost his job, his wife, and his family. He struggled with 
overwhelming guilt and anguish. In his darkest hours he found God waiting for him. God’s mercy 

and grace saved him. He experienced unconditional love and forgiveness from God. However, 
James still had to face the consequences for his actions – he spent seven years in prison. Although 
he was incarcerated, he was a free man on the inside. Alcohol is no longer a part of James’s life. 
God gave him power over sin and addiction. James now lives his life to honor God. Today James 

serves as a fishing guide on a Texas lake and competes in bass-fishing tournaments around the 
country. His confidence and success don’t hint at the painful story from his past. 

• Just like James, we have all sinned (Romans 3:23) and our sin separates us from God (Romans 

6:23b). Use the “What’s the Problem?” visual to review.
• Jesus is God the Son. He could be our Substitute because He has never sinned (2 Corinthians 

5:21). Use the “What’s the Solution?” visual to review.
• We can choose to accept or reject the free gift of salvation that God is offering to us. It’s our choice! 

We must Admit, Believe, and Choose to make Jesus the Lord of our lives. Use the “What’s Your 
Choice?” visual to review.

Discussion

• Older Team: Have the children discuss the consequences James faced for his sins. Remind them 

that although we face consequences for our actions, the only One Who can forgive our sins is 
Jesus.

• Younger Team: Have the children discuss things that they do wrong. Remind them that sin is 

anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s laws.
• Quiet Team: Have the children pick a verse from one of the Foundational Gospel Truth visuals and 

write it out on a paper and explain what it means to them.
• Active Team: Play Hot Potato and say the words Think, Say, or Do to the child holding the ball and 

have him give an example of something that breaks God’s Law.

sma
ll g

rou
p



9

flashback (REVIEW QUESTIONS)

Supplies

• sheet of review questions*
Story Review Questions

• What does it mean that a Messiah was prophesied? (God spoke through a prophet long before it 
happened that Jesus would come and save the people from their sins.)

• Why is Jesus the only One who could pay for our sins? (Because He never sinned)
• Who was ordered to carry Jesus’ cross for him? (Simon)
• What did Jesus say to the women who were weeping for him? (Do not cry for Me. Cry for 

yourselves and your children.)
• What had the two other men done that were also being killed? (They had broken the law.)
• Where did the soldiers take them? (To a place called “The Skull”)
• What did they do to them there? (They hung Jesus on a cross between the two criminals.)
• What did the soldiers say to Jesus? (They made fun of Him, telling Him that if He was the Christ, He 

should save Himself.)
• What did Jesus pray? (Father, forgive them for they don’t know what they are doing.)
• What did the soldiers offer Jesus? (Wine vinegar)
• What did the sign say that was hung above Jesus? (This is the King of the Jews.)
• What did the first criminal say to Jesus? (He dared Him to save Himself and them.)
• What did the second criminal say to the first criminal? (Do you not fear God? We are getting what 

we deserve. This man has done nothing wrong.)
• What did the second criminal say to Jesus? (He asked Jesus to remember him when He entered 

His Kingdom.)
• What did Jesus say to the second criminal? (Truly, today you will be with Me in Paradise.)
• What happened on the third day after Jesus was buried? (He rose from the grave!)
• Did Jesus fulfill the prophesy that was told long before about Him? (Yes!)

Discussion Questions

• How are we just like the criminals who were on either side of Jesus?
• What is the only way we can be forgiven of our sins and spend eternity with Jesus in Heaven?

small group
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paid in full (CRAFT)

Visuals

• craft sample*
Supplies

• short craft sticks (one per child), regular craft sticks (one per child), pennies (7 per child), glue
Instruction and Application

• Give each of the children one short and one long craft stick, seven pennies, and some glue. Have 

them glue the two sticks together in the shape of a cross. Next have them glue the pennies on the 
cross. Instruct them to glue the “In God we trust” side of the penny up. 

• This cross can be a reminder that God paid the price for our sins. He sent His Son to die on the 

cross for us so if we ask, we can receive forgiveness (Isaiah 53:5). This cross can also be a 
reminder that it is in God we trust. We don’t have to depend on ourselves, but we can trust God to 
help us in all that we do.
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what’s the point? (APPLICATION ACTIVITY)

Supplies

• paper, writing tools, “What’s the Point?” cards*
Activity #1

• Give each of the children a “What’s the Point?” card. Discuss the promise from God that they 
learned about today. “God promises to forgive me when I ask!”  What does it mean for the children 

personally that God will forgive them if they ask? What ways can the children put into action what 
they learned today? Give the children time to write their responses on their cards. 

Activity #2

• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios they encounter where they realize they 

are doing something wrong and should ask forgiveness to God and to the person they have 
wronged. If you have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture 
instead.

now what? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES)

Supplies

• The Thief on the Cross Hidden Word*
• The Thief on the Cross Coloring Page*
• The Big Take Away Key Chain* 
Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. 
The children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach 

during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments 
when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.

small group
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