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power phrase
God promises to be my Abba Father!

memory verse
Romans 8:15b, “You have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, Abba! Father!”

supporting doctrines
For supporting doctrines, see Novo’s Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

goals
The child will...
• Understand what “Abba Father” means!
• Know that God promises to be his Abba Father if he accepts Jesus as his Lord and Savior!
• Realize that God is there for him all the time!

reminder
Some of the children we work with do not have a good understanding of what a loving father looks 
like. They may not have met their fathers, or they may be in and out of their lives. It may be difficult for 

them to grasp how God is a loving, Heavenly Father. Be sensitive to them, answer their questions, 
and help them see God for Who He is.

acknowledgements
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of 

this lesson: Deborah Lunsford, Sky Elliot, LaShane Hill, and Kristn Punjabi. All of our contributors work 

with the children of Oklahoma City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in the 

children.

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation Activities are used with the permission of 

www.iamsecond.com.

http://www.iamsecond.com
http://www.iamsecond.com
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the lost son (BIBLE STORY - Luke 15:11-32)

Recommended Visuals
• Bible Story visuals*, “Cheer” and “Boo” signs*

Recommended Supplies
• Bible, Bible character costumes
Captivate #1 - Act It Out!
• Have the children dress up or pretend to be characters in the story. Choose children to dress up as 

the father, younger son, and older son. Have them act it out as you tell the story.
Captivate #2 - Cheer!
• Choose one child to hold the “Cheer” and “Boo” signs. Throughout the Bible Story have the child 

hold up the signs at the appropriate time. This will help the children focus on the story and also 
identify the positive and negative aspects of the story.

Introduction
• The tax collectors and “sinners” had all gathered to listen to Jesus. But the Pharisees and the 

teachers of the law stood back and whispered amongst themselves. They said, “This man 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” They were very critical of what Jesus was doing and didn’t 

approve. Jesus decided to tell them stories which would teach them spiritual truths. The first was 
the story of the lost sheep. Then He told them the story of the lost coin. Finally, He told them the 
story of the lost son.

Story
• Retell the story from Luke 15:11-32.
• See Story Script.
Conclusion
• The brother was very angry and refused to go in to the party. His father begged him to come in, 

but he told his father how hard he had worked for him and obeyed all his orders. He was angry 
because his father had never given him a young goat so he could celebrate with his friends. Yet 

his brother who had wasted all of his fathers money returns home and the fatted calf is killed for 
him. The father explained to him that he was always with him and everything he had would be his. 
But they had to celebrate because his brother who was dead was alive again. He was lost but now 
was found. The father wasn’t comparing the two and was thankful for his faithful son, but he 

welcomed his wayward son with open arms and celebrated his home coming. God’s love for us is 
even greater. He is waiting for us with open arms!

testimony
• Share a time that you felt like the prodigal son and how God forgave you and accepted you with 

open arms.
• Share a time that you were tempted by sinful things that would draw you away from your 

relationship with God, but God gave you strength and you didn’t give in to those temptations.
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challenge
Recommended Visuals
• Key Point visuals*, Power Phrase visual*, Memory Verse visual*

Supplies
• Bible
Introduction
• In our Bible Story today we heard about the parable of the lost son. The younger son had selfishly 

taken his inheritance and left home, leaving his family behind. He wasted every single penny of his 
inheritance at a time when there was a drought in the land. He had no money, and his only option 
was to work for a farmer and feed pigs. He was so hungry that he dreamed of eating the pig slop. It 

was then that he realized that his father’s servants ate better than he did and he should go home. 
He had no expectation that his father would accept him back as his son, but he hoped he could be 
a servant. The father saw him coming and accepted him with open arms! It was his son and it didn’t 

matter what he had done; he would forgive him. Jesus told this parable to show us how deep and 
unconditional God’s love is for us!

Key Points

God wants you to join His family!
• God created a way for us to be part of His family. The Bible says that everyone who receives Jesus 

as his Lord, and believes in His name, will be given the right to become a child of God (John 1:12).
• God tells us, “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 

God (1 John 3:1).” When you believe in Jesus, God promises to be your Abba Father. This is more 
than being a father by name only; this is a close relationship like someone you would call “daddy.”

• We are no longer strangers or foreigners, but we are family with God (Ephesians 2:19)!

God loves you unconditionally!
• God loves us no matter what! God showed His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us (Romans 5:8).
• It is because of God’s great love, mercy, and grace that we can be saved (Ephesians 2:4-5).
• Once you have believed in Jesus, there is absolutely nothing that can separate you from God 

(Romans 8:38-39)!
Jesus is always there for you!
• For believers, Jesus promises that He is always with us, even to the very end of time (Matthew 

28:20b).
• We can be confident in God’s promises, because God sent the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ name (John 

14:26).
Conclusion
• God loves you so much and wants to be your Heavenly Father. His love for you is unconditional; 

there is nothing you can do that will make Him stop loving you or love you less.

larg
e g

rou
p



5

challenge (CONTINUED)

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• Do you know that God loves you very much? He wants you to be part of His family and He wants to 
be your Heavenly Father. All you have to do is ask Him to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your 
life. It is our sin that keeps us from having a relationship with God.

• Did you know that anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law is sin, and the punishment 
for sin is separation from God (Romans 6:23a)?

• Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). It is because of 

Jesus that we can admit that we have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 
10:9).

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to 

ask Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives.
For the saved child:

• If you have believed in Jesus and asked Him to be the Lord of your life, then God is your Heavenly 
Father. We don’t GROW as believers and obey Him out of duty; we do these things because we 
love Him and we want to be closer to God and honor Him with our lives! Challenge the saved child 

to GROW as a believer and in his relationship with his Abba Father.

large group
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family (ARRIVING ACTIVITY)

Supplies
• picture of a dog who accepted a cat as her baby*

Instruction and Application
• As the children arrive, show them the picture of the animals and ask them if they have ever heard 

of a baby animal who was abandoned and then adopted by another mother who cared for it and 

fed it. These animals were rescued and raised by a different family than they originally had. There 
are stories of an ape who adopted a kitten, a dog who adopted a squirrel, a pig who adopted a 
tiger, a whale who adopted a dolphin, and a cat who adopted a duck. Since animals can’t talk, we 
aren’t able to ask them why they would accept a different species and care for them like its own. 

Discuss with the children what ideas they have of why these animals would do this. 
• Today’s lesson teaches about how great God’s love is for us and how He wants to care for us and 

accept us as His own (Romans 8:15b).
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adoption (MEMORY VERSE)

Visuals
• Memory Verse visual*, picture of a court adoption*

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic
A — Attention Grabber (Grab the children’s attention with an interesting introduction – don’t let go!)

Show the children the picture of a court adoption and explain that when a child is adopted at any 
age, the family goes before a judge who asks them questions and makes sure that everyone is in 
agreement with the adoption. The judge makes it clear that this is a permanent decision, that from 
this day forward this child forever belongs to this family. When we confess our sins and ask God to be 

the Lord of our lives, we are forever a child of God. He loves us unconditionally and is committed to 
watch over us and guide us forever.

G — God’s Word (Show that the concept you are teaching comes from God’s Word, the Bible.)
 Romans 8:15b, “You have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, Abba! 
 Father!”

A — Awareness (Make children “aware” of the words and concepts.)
 Spirit of adoption as sons – receiving the Spirit of God, through Jesus, becoming members of 
 God’s family

 Abba Father – a close relationship like calling Him “daddy”

I — In Their Lives (Teach children to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

 Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)
 How can you be adopted into God’s family? What does it mean for God to be your Abba 
 Father? Have you ever made the decision to believe in Jesus?

 Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)
 What does it mean to you that God is your Abba Father? How is that different from/same as 
 than an earthly father? How can you have a close relationship with God?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)
 Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game 3 or 4 times.

Memory Game
Play March-a-Verse (Jog-a-Verse/Skip-a-Verse). Chant the verse as the group marches around the 

room/Small Group area. Say a word or phrase with each step you take. If you are in a small space, 
you can have them pat their hands on their legs instead of marching.

small group
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void (GOSPEL PRESENTATION)

Visuals

• “Who Is God?” and “What’s the Problem?” Foundational Gospel Truths visuals*, picture of Remi 
Adeleke* 

Supplies

• Bible, paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application

• Remi Adeleke grew up in a wealthy home. His father was Nigerian and his mother was American. 
They had homes in both countries. His father died when he was only five years old. The Nigerian 
government took everything his father owned. They went from riches to poverty overnight. Remi 

began to try to fill the void in his life that surfaced after his father died. He became a violent person 
and was involved in crime. He was trying to live up to the standards of the rappers and gangsters. 
Lying in his room one day in darkness, he felt led to join the military. He joined the Navy Seals. He 
met a woman who invited him to church. He had heard about God but never believed in Him. He 

wouldn’t listen or believe what everyone told him about God. He broke up with his girlfriend but 
soon realized he was wrong and should take her back. Even though he begged her, she wouldn’t 
take him back. However, she did take him to church! He was so broken by all the choices he made 

in his life that Jesus was the only One who could put him back together. He went to church and 
there he humbled himself and gave his life to the Lord. It was then that the void he had for so long 
was filled by his Heavenly Father. Remi knows that God has a calling on his life to be a Navy Seal 

but also to share the Gospel with others. 
• Just like Remi, we need to realize that we have all sinned (James 2:10). Sin is anything we think, say 

or do that breaks God’s laws. Use the “What’s the Problem? visual to review.
• We all have a void in our lives that can be filled only by God. God loves us so much that He sent 

His Son to die for our sins (John 3:16). God is preparing a place for His children, all those who 
believe in Him, so they can spend eternity with Him (John 14:2). Use the “Who is God?” visual to 
review.

Discussion

• Older Team: Have the children discuss the similarities and differences between an earthly father 
and God, Who can be our Heavenly Father.

• Younger Team: Have the children discuss how God can be our Heavenly Father and how much He 
loves them.

• Quiet Team: Have the children write the word “God” on their papers. Next have them write 
characteristics around it that describe God as a Heavenly Father.

• Active Team: Have the children play Hangman using words out of our lesson today. Some words 

could be “void,” “eternity,” or “believe.”
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flashback (REVIEW QUESTIONS)

Supplies

• sheet of review questions*
Story Review Questions

• Why did Jesus decide to tell the story of the lost son? (Because the teachers of the law were 
grumbling about how He welcomed sinners and ate with them)

• How many sons did the man have? (Two)
• What did the younger son ask for? (His share of the family property)
• What did the son do with his share? (He left home and spent it all on wild living.)
• What was happening at the same time in the country where the son ran out of money? (The 

country ran out of food because of a severe famine and drought.)
• What did the son do? (He went to work in the fields feeding pigs.)
• The son was so hungry that he dreamed of eating what? (The pig’s food – slop)
• What did the son realize when he started thinking clearly? (That his father’s workers had more than 

enough food and that he should go home and ask his father if he could be one of his workers.)
• What did the father do when he saw his son? (He was filled with compassion, ran to meet him, and 

embraced him.)
• What did the father do when the son said he was no longer worthy to be called his son? (He said 

his love for his son had never changed and he would always be his son. He told his servant to 

bring him a robe, a ring, shoes for his feet, and to prepare a feast.)
• Why did the father want to celebrate? (Because his son came home)
• Why was the older brother angry? (He had been faithful to his father the whole time and he felt like 

he deserved a celebration, not his brother.)
• What was the father’s response to his oldest son? (He explained that he would always be with him 

and that everything he had would be his, but they needed to celebrate because his brother was 
home!)

Discussion Questions

• Do you ever feel like you have done too many things wrong that God won’t love you or forgive 
you?

• How has God shown you that you are His child and He loves you unconditionally?

small group
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open arms (CRAFT)

Visuals

• craft sample*
Supplies

• head template (one per child)*, arm template (one per child)*, white paper, glue, googly eyes, hair 
color yarn 

Instruction and Application

• Give each the children an arm template, head template, and white piece of paper. Have them cut 
out the head template and glue it down to the center section of the arm template, then fold the 
sides over the center piece. Next have them trace their right and left hand onto the white paper 

and cut them out. Then they will glue their hands onto the ends of the arm template as shown on 
the craft sample. Have the children draw a face on the head template. You can also give them 
googly eyes to put on the face and hair color yarn to cut into pieces and glue to the head for hair.

• This craft reminds us of the father who welcomed his prodigal son home with arms opened wide. 

His love was unconditional and his heart was forgiving. We should remember that God’s love for us 
is even greater than that!
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what’s the point? (APPLICATION ACTIVITY)

Supplies

• paper, writing tools, “What’s the Point?” cards*
Activity #1

• Give each of the children a “What’s the Point?” card. Discuss the promise from God that they 
learned about today. “God promises to be my Abba Father!” What does it mean for the children 

personally that God is or can be their Abba Father? What ways can the children put into action 
what they learned today? Give the children time to write their responses on their cards.

Activity #2

• Have the children take turns acting out ways they can talk about Jesus to their friends who are like 

the prodigal son. How can they share God’s love with them and let them know they can be 
forgiven of their sins? If you have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw 
a picture or write a note to their friends instead.

now what? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES)

Supplies

• The Lost Son Fill-in-the-blank*
• The Lost Son Coloring Page*
• The Big Take Away Key Chain* 
Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. 
The children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach 

during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments 
when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.

small group
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