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overview
At Novo, we use a simple, effective teaching method that works well for inner-city children. The 
method follows the acrostic “A-G-A-I-N.” This method involves a lot of interaction to help children 
understand and apply the lesson. You can use this acrostic to teach songs,VMemory verses, and 
even the Challenge.

A.G.A.I.N. acrostic teaching method
attention grabber
• Grab the children’s attention with an interesting introduction — and don’t let go!

God's word
• Show the children that the concept you are teaching them comes from God’s Word, the Bible.
• You can help the children love God’s Word by teaching them interesting facts and stories from 

the Bible.

awareness
• Make children “aware” of the words and concepts.
• Ask questions to find out which words children do and don’t understand.
• Explain any unfamiliar terms and ideas to them.

in their lives
• Teach children to apply the lesson “in their lives.”
• Our teaching only helps children if they know how to apply it.

number of times
• Repeat the content again and again until children understand it.

using the A.G.A.I.N. acrostic to teach verses
Let’s look at how to use this acrostic with the curriculum to effectively teach the lesson.

what you need:
• Curriculum lesson booklet
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attention grabber
• We provide an Attention Grabber for each lesson.
• The Small Group content always contains a Verse Introduction, which works to grab the 

attention of the children. 
• Use the Verse Introduction to engage children with the concept in the verse. Grab their 

attention and don’t let go!
• Remember, the more children engage with the concept, the better they will internalize God’s 

Word.
• Once you capture the children’s interest, you can show them that “God talks about this idea in 

the Bible.”

God’s word
• Read the verse from the Bible. To prepare for this section you can highlight the verse in your 

Bible and bookmark the page. That way you don’t lose children’s attention while searching for 
it.

• Help children recognize that the verse comes from the Bible by getting them to compare the 
Memory Verse visual with what they read in the Bible.

• Find a way to reinforce the truth that the Bible is God’s Word. Make Bible study exciting by 
sharing interesting facts.

• Use the repeatable phrase, “The Bible is God’s Word. The Bible is ALWAYS true.”

awareness
• Make the children “aware” of the words and concepts.
• Explain words and concepts that may seem obvious to you. Explain the names of God, the title 

“Lord,” and even who or what pronouns refer to. Having the children define words helps you 
understand how much they know. Younger children need more explained than older children.

• Make sure you understand the content by reviewing the explanations included in the 
Curriculum and looking up unclear words in a Bible dictionary.

in their lives
• Take the opportunity to show the children how a verse applies to a Christian following God 

and how it applies to someone who does not believe the truth about God.
• Try to avoid lecture during this time. Instead, use questions to prompt discussion.
• Review the suggested content in the Curriculum and think through what is best to share with 

the children.
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number of times
• Review the Memory Verse by playing a game.
• Try to read and say the Memory Verse together several times throughout the Memory Verse 

Activity. You can have children repeat it after you read it or you can have them say sections 
with you as you explain the words. Then you can review it 6-7 times playing the Memory 
Game. You can also have them say the Memory Verse one last time as they line up to leave 
Small Group.

memory game
• This is a small section in the Curriculum that provides instructions for the Memory Game.
• Review the instructions for the Memory Game in order to provide a simple and clear 

explanation of how to play the game to the children.
• Use this time to engage the children with competition and keep learning fun.

from the founder
Can you imagine a more important and exciting opportunity than teaching God’s Word to 
children? When you combine important concepts with fun activity, you can help the children really 
love to learn the Bible verse! And if you follow the A.G.A.I.N. acrostic when you teach memory 
verses, you will reach most learning styles. Expect to spend 10 - 20 minutes to introduce and learn 
the Memory Verse for most Small Groups. Think through the specifics as you prepare to teach a 
Memory Verse, and remember, always aim to create excitement for learning and applying God’s 
Word.
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