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Power Phrase
I can honor God with the places I go!

Memory Verse
Psalm 119:133a, “Keep steady my steps according to Your promise.”

Supporting Doctrines
For supporting doctrines, see Novo’s Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

Goals
The child will...

• Understand that he can honor God with the places he goes!

• Realize the importance of choosing the right people to go places with!

• Learn that the places he goes can have lasting impacts on his life!

Reminder
In this lesson the children will learn that they can honor God with the places they go. A key aspect of 

this is understanding the influence of the people they hang around with. There should be emphasis 

placed on the importance of choosing friends that do not negatively influence you to do things you 

shouldn’t be doing.
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The Israelites March Around Jericho (Bible Story - Joshua 6:1-27)

Recommended Visuals
• Bible Story visuals*

Recommended Supplies
• Bible, Bugle chips or trumpet cut out*, wall cut out*

Captivate #1 — Props!
• Use different items to help you tell the story. Select children to hold the wall cut outs and pretend 

they are the walls of Jericho. Next select children to be the Israelites who will march around the 

walls of Jericho. Give them each a trumpet cut out or a Bugle chip. Have them act out the story as  

you tell it.

Captivate #2 — Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down!
• Stop at different points during the story and ask children a question that has a “yes” or “no” 

answer. Ask them to show their answer by putting their thumbs up for “yes” and their thumbs 

down for “no.”

Introduction

• God had promised to bring the Israelites into the Promised Land. The Israelites had entered the 

Promised Land, but it wasn’t theirs yet. The first battle for the land would be against the city of 

Jericho. The people of Jericho had heard all about the Israelites, and they had secured their city. 

There were five basic ways to capture a walled city: by going over the walls with ladders and 

ramps, by digging a tunnel under the wall, by smashing a hole through the wall, by waiting 

outside the city until they starved and surrendered, or by some sort of trick to get the people to 

open the gates.

Story

• Retell the story from Joshua 6:1-27.

• See story script.

Conclusion

• Even though the plan seemed strange and impossible, Joshua and the Israelites were obedient 

to God and went where He told them to go and did as He told them to do. They were victorious 

over Jericho because of their obedience to God!

Testimony
• Share a time that you were pressured by others to go places that didn’t honor God.

• Share a time that you had to walk away from friendships because you knew that they would lead 

you into things that would get you into trouble.



LA
RG

E 
G

RO
U

P 
C

O
N

TE
N

T

4

Challenge
Recommended Visuals

• Key Point visuals*, Power Phrase visual*, Memory Verse visual*

Supplies

• Bible

Introduction

• In our Bible Story today we learned how the Israelites were obedient to God, and He was 

honored with what they did. Even though what God was asking them to do made no sense, they 

were obedient, and because of that, God gave them the land He promised them.

Key Points

It matters where you go!

• Jesus wants you to follow Him and His example (1 Peter 2:21).

• He wants you to make wise choices about the places you go.

• Do not be tempted to be a follower and go along with the crowd when they are doing things that 

aren’t right (Exodus 23:2).

It matters who you go with!

• Make sure that the friends you hang out with aren’t leading you down a path you shouldn’t go.

• Are they encouraging you to go places and do things that honor God? If not, they are leading you 

away from God.

• He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm (Proverbs 

13:20).

It matters how you go!

• Sometimes we may not understand why God is calling us to go a certain place or to do a certain 

thing. It is important for us to trust God in the journey and be obedient to what He is asking of us.

• The Israelites were asked to do things that were not typical for battle, that would not typically 

bring victory. They didn’t question God’s plan; they obediently followed.

• Just like a sheep listens to the shepherd, we need to listen to God’s voice and follow Him (John 

10:27).

Conclusion

• When we put God first and follow Him, He will show us the places we should go and the people 

we should go with. We can honor God with the places we go!
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Challenge (continued)

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• Every trip has a destination in mind. Do you know where you are going? As a Christian, our final 

destination is to spend eternity with God in Heaven. The only way to get there is by asking Jesus 

to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life.

• Invite the unsaved child to ask Jesus to forgive him of his sins and become the Lord of his life 

(Acts 16:31).

For the saved child:

• Are you honoring God with the places you go and the people you go with? The Bible and the 

Holy Spirit will be your guide. God wants to use you to accomplish great things for His glory!
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Motivation (Arriving Activity)

Visuals

• picture of a child making a funny face*

Supplies

• a small prize for each child (sticker, candy etc.)

Instruction and Application

• As the children arrive, tell them that there will be a prize for each of them who can make a crazy 

face while hopping on one foot. Give each of them a chance to make a crazy face while hopping 

on one foot. Reward each child with a prize who followed the instructions and accomplished the 

task. Then ask them why they would do such a silly thing. They probably did as you asked 

because they knew there would be a reward in the end. Explain that our lesson today is about 

how we can honor God with the places we go. Our story is about people who were given unusual 

instructions from God, but they were obedient and did as He asked because they knew they 

could trust Him. They knew that He would lead them where they needed to go. Because of their 

obedience, they received all that God had in store for them. Sometimes the things God asks of us 

may seem silly or we just don’t understand why we need to do them, but we need to trust that He 

knows what is best for us and do as He asks.
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Steady (Memory Verse)

Visuals

• Memory Verse visual*, picture of a tight rope walker*

Supplies

• Bible, object to hide

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab the children’s attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let 

go!)

Ask the children if they have ever watched someone who walked on a tight rope. Ask them what the 

tight rope walker has to do to be able to make it from one side to the other. He must take slow and 

steady steps. He must focus on the task and keep his eyes straight ahead. He must carefully place 

his feet. If he takes a wrong step he, could slip and fall. Just like the tight rope walker, we need to 

keep our feet in the steps that God puts before us, keeping our eyes on Him. When we keep our 

eyes on God, we become more like Him and we become a true reflection of Him to those around us.

G — God’s Word (Show the children that the concept you are teaching them comes from God’s 

Word, the Bible.)

 Psalm 119:133a, “Keep steady my steps according to Your promise.”

A — Awareness (Make children “aware” of the words and concepts.)

 keep steady - to be firm, to be stable

 my steps - my actions, what I do, and where I go

 according to Your promise - God’s Word, the Bible

I — In Their Lives (Teach children to apply the lesson “in their lives.)

 Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

 Whose steps are you following? Do you go places that honor God? 

 Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

 Are there places you go that do not honor God? Why do you go to those places? 

 Where can you go that honors God?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

 Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game 3 or 4 times.

Memory Game

Play Hot or Cold. Hide a small object from one child. While that child tries to find it, the rest of the 

group quotes the verse, getting softer when the child gets closer to the object and louder as the 

child moves farther away. Repeat the verse until the object is found. Have the seeking child say the 

verse after finding the object.
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Stronger (Gospel Presentation)

Visuals

• “What’s the Problem?”, “What’s Your Choice?”, and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel 

Truths visuals*, picture of Duche Bradley*

Supplies

• Bible, paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application

• Duche Bradley grew up in a home without a father. He allowed anger and loneliness to fill the 

void in his life. He allowed his pain to lead him to places he shouldn’t go. He became a street 

criminal. Machine guns, shotguns, crack cocaine, and bruised knuckles became a regular part of 

his life. As he got older, he swore that he would never be like his father. He would never abandon 

his son. Selling drugs was his business. During a simple traffic stop one day, the police found 

drugs and he was arrested. Suddenly Duche was facing 25-40 years in prison. He then realized 

that he would spend a lifetime away from his son. An inmate punched Duche in the back and he 

lashed back, but instead of being sent to solitary, he was asked if he wanted to go to church. 

“Church” was in a 6’ x 9’ prison cell. There was only one other inmate there. Duche was handed a 

small Bible and asked if they could pray with him. He didn’t pray that God would spare him; he 

prayed that before he went to prison for a long time he could see his son again and be able to 

say goodbye. He didn’t pray for justice, but cried out for mercy. Duche’s attorney called him one 

day, and told him that he wouldn’t be going to trial. He did about 2 1/2 years total in prison for all 

of the charges. He committed to being a better man and an example to his son. He has become a 

motivational speaker encouraging people to focus, excel, and succeed even during difficult times. 

He impacts leaders and honors God with the places he goes and the things he does. His story is 

also shared on iamsecond.com to inspire people around the world.

• Duche made huge mistakes, but there is nothing so great that God does not forgive! Everyone is 

a sinner; we all think, say and do things that break God’s Law (1 John 3:4). Use the “What’s the 

Problem?” visual to review.

• Duche took action and made the right choice to ask Jesus to forgive his sins and be the Lord of 

his life. Use the “What’s Your Choice?” visual to review. 

• Just like Duche, we can honor God in the things we do by choosing to GROW to be like Jesus. 

Use the “What to Do Now?” visual to review.

Discussion

• Older Team: Have them discuss pressures that they face from friends to do things and go places 

that do not honor God. Help them come up with ideas on how they can make the right choices.

• Younger Team: Have them draw a picture of their church or Novo Bible Club and discuss why 

they like going there and what they learn that helps them to be more like Jesus.

• Quiet Team: Have the children write the word JESUS vertically on their paper. Then have them 

write different things they can do to help them be more like Jesus.

• Active Team: Have the children play Go, Go, Stop. The person caught moving will share a way 

that they can grow to be more like Jesus.
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Flashback (Review Questions)

Supplies

• sheet of review questions*

Large Group Review Questions

• Where did God promise to bring the Israelites? (Into the Promised Land)

• What was the first battle the Israelites would have to fight for the land? (Jericho)

• Who gave them instructions on how to win over Jericho? (The commander of the Lord’s army)

• What did the commander of the Lord’s army instruct them to do for six days? (For the priests to 

carry the ark of the covenant and have seven priests with trumpets go before the ark)

• What were they instructed to do on the seventh day? (To march around the city seven times and 

then the priests would blow their horns and the people would shout loudly)

• What happened when the Israelites followed the instructions? (The walls of Jericho fell.)

• Who was supposed to receive everything from the city? (God)

Discussion Questions

• Do you ever wonder why God has you do things that don’t seem to make sense at the time?

• Are there places that you think God is calling you to go?
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 Footprints (Craft)

Visuals

• craft sample*

Supplies

• 11” x 17” paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application

• Have the children trace their feet at the bottom of their papers. Next have them trace their hands 

above their feet. Finally have them draw a head at the top and create a body that connects to the 

hands and the feet. They can then color their pictures.

• Explain that we can honor God with the places we go. When we honor God with the places we 

go, we are also an example to those around us. We are a reflection of God, and they will see Him 

through us. We need to keep steady our steps according to God’s purposes (Psalm 119:133a).

• Encourage them to think carefully about the places they go and the people they hang around 

with. Do these relationships help them to grow as a Christian and encourage them to honor God 

with what they do and the places they go?
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What’s the Point? (Application Activity)

Supplies

• paper, writing tools, “What’s the Point?” cards*

Activity #1

• Give each of the children a “What’s the Point?” card. Have them write down what they learned 

today and how it affects them personally. Next have them write down a way they can put into 

action what they learned today. Where are the places that they choose to go today that can lead 

them away from God and into trouble? What places and which people should they choose to go 

with so they can honor God?

Activity #2
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they are putting what they 

learned to action. Discuss some obstacles they may face and ways they can solve them. If you 

have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead.

Now What? (Additional Activities)

Supplies

• Jericho Word Search*

• The Big Take Away Key Chain*

• Jericho Coloring Page*

Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson 

concepts. The children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to 

you teach during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great 

for moments when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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