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Power Phrase
I can honor God with the things I do!

Memory Verse
Ecclesiastes 9:10a, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might.”

Supporting Doctrines
For supporting doctrines, see Novo’s Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

Goals
The child will...

• Understand that he can honor God with the things he does!

• Realize that God has given him abilities and opportunities to serve Him!

• Know that he can make a difference in the lives of others with the things he does!

Reminder
In this lesson the children will learn that they can honor God with the things they do. The theme of this 

series is how we can be a reflection of Christ. When we put these two concepts together, we learn 

that people see Jesus through the things we do. Challenge the children to be a true reflection of 

Christ to those around them.

Acknowledgments
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of 

this lesson: Deborah Lunsford, Sky Elliot, LaShane Hill, and Kristn Punjabi. All of our contributors work 

with the children of Oklahoma City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in the 

children.
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Tabitha (Dorcas) Serves Others (Bible Story - Acts 9:36-43)

Recommended Visuals
• Bible Story visuals*

Recommended Supplies
• Bible, dress shirt or bathrobe, thread and toy needle or fabric, poster board and markers

Captivate #1 — Helping Hands!

• Choose two girls to act out the Bible Story. The first child will be Tabitha, the main character in the 

story. Recruit a second girl to be the arms of the main character. The second girl will stand behind 

the first and put her hands through the sleeves of the shirt/robe. She will be in charge of any hand 

movements throughout the story. Button up the shirt or tie the robe in the back. Be sure to add a 

lot of activity and expressions that the character can have throughout the story. She could also 

use yarn and knitting needles or fabric with a needle for when you talk about her making clothes 

for the widows.

Captivate #2 — Picture It!
• Choose a child or leader to draw elements of the story as you are telling the story. The volunteer 

does not necessarily have to draw well. Even using stick figures can be fun. Focus on adding 

facial expressions or specific actions for parts of the story.

Introduction

• At the time of our story, orphans and widows were the most helpless and needy people. There 

weren’t any government programs to assist them. God has always been considerate of the 

widows and the poor, and He instructed the Jews to take care of the widows, orphans, and the 

poor. 

Story

• Retell the story from Acts 9:36-43.

• See story script.

Conclusion

• Tabitha’s life was devoted to serving God. She honored God in all she did. God even used her 

death and being raised from the dead for His glory. Because of the miracle, many people 

believed in the Lord!

Testimony
• Share about a time you were able to do something that brought honor to God.

• Share about a time that someone did something to help you.
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Challenge
Recommended Visuals

• Key Point visuals*, Power Phrase visual*, Memory Verse visual*

Supplies

• Bible

Introduction

• In our Bible Story we learned how Tabitha honored God with the things that she did. She honored 

God by caring for the widows and the poor and making clothes for them. She showed them God’s 

love through her actions. She was a reflection of God to the people around her. When she , the 

widows gathered around her and wept because of the relationship they had with her. Her acts of 

kindness showed them how much she cared about them. When the people in the town had heard 

that she was raised from the dead, they believed in Jesus and were saved. Her whole life is a 

great example to us of how we can honor God with the things we do. Actions oftentimes speak 

louder than our words. Our actions can be a reflection of God to everyone around us.

Key Points

Jesus teaches me what I should do!

• Jesus is our best example of how we should live. Jesus came to serve, not to be served (Mark 

10:45).

• Jesus taught us to put others first and have a servant’s heart (Mark 9:35).

• Jesus taught us to serve others with love (Galatians 5:13). We can help our mom clean the house 

or pick up pencils for our teacher. We should look for opportunities to help others instead of 

looking out for ourselves first.

Do it for God, not people!

• We should serve others with love, not out of duty or for what we get out of it – but for the Lord 

(Ephesians 6:7).

• “As you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40).

• Commit your work to the Lord; then it will succeed (Proverbs 16:3). 

• Tabitha made clothes and served people not for her own gain, but to honor God.

Do it with all your might!

• Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might (Ecclesiastes 9:10).
• Do your best; don’t do it half way (2 Timothy 2:15).

• Don’t get tired of doing what is good (Galatians 6:9).

• Let your actions show Jesus to others!

Conclusion

• God teaches us what the right things are to do. When we do these things for God and not for 

others and we do them to the best of our ability, we can honor God.

• Every day we can make the most of every opportunity (Ephesians 5:16).
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Challenge (continued)

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• You make decisions every day; have you ever made the decision to ask Jesus to forgive your 

sins and become the Lord of your life? This is the most important thing you can ever do.

• Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). It is because of 

Jesus that we can admit that we have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives      

(Romans 3:23).

• Invite the unsaved child to ask Jesus to forgive him of his sins and become the Lord of his life 

(Acts 16:31).

For the saved child:

• You’ve made that first, most important decision of asking Jesus to forgive your sins and be the 

Lord of your life. The next step is putting your faith into action and to GROW as a Christian by:

• G - Go to church and Novo Bible Club (Hebrews 10:25).

• R - Read your Bible and pray (1 Peter 2:2, Matthew 21:22).

• O - Obey God (James 1:22).

• W - Witness to others (Mark 16:15). God knew you before you were even born and set you 

apart to do great things for Him! There is no one else just like you!
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Wholehearted (Arriving Activity)

Visuals

• picture of children serving*

Supplies

• paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application

• As the children arrive, explain that today we are talking about how we can honor God with the 

things we do. The Bible says, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your 

might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). We are to serve wholeheartedly as if we are doing it for God not for 

people (Ephesians 6:7). When our motivation is to honor God in what we do instead of pleasing 

people or out of duty, we won’t make excuses to do it half way or not at all. When we realize we 

are doing it for God, we can have the right attitude.

• When we serve others, we are also showing them what God’s love is like. We are a reflection of 

God to others when we show love like He does.

• Give each of the children a piece of paper and have them write down something they can do for 

others that would honor God. Then play charades and have the children act out what is on their 

paper. Remind them that whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might (Ecclesiastes 

9:10a).
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Effort Not Strength (Memory Verse)

Visuals

• Memory Verse visual*, a picture of people doing things that take strength*

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab the children’s attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let 

go!)

Ask the children what it means to do something with all their might. When they hug someone, should 

they squeeze as hard as they can? When they are drawing a picture, should they press as hard as 

they can with their markers? When they clean the windows, should they wipe as hard and as fast as 

they can? It isn’t talking about strength; it is talking about effort – taking the time to do it to the best of 

your ability, doing a quality job. Ask the children to give examples of tasks that they can do and how 

they can do them to the best of their ability. Our verse today says, “Whatever your hand finds to do, 

do it with all your might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10a).

G — God’s Word (Show the children that the concept you are teaching them comes from God’s 

Word, the Bible.)

 Ecclesiastes 9:10a, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.”

A — Awareness (Make children “aware” of the words and concepts.)

 hand - hand (of man), strength, power

 finds to do - to do, to work

 all your might - your ability and strength with the power or help of God

I — In Their Lives (Teach children to apply the lesson “in their lives.)

 Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

 Are there things you do that break God’s Law? Can you forgive your own sin? Do you want to 

 ask God to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life?

 Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

 Are there things that you aren’t doing wholeheartedly, but you need to do with all your might 

 for God? Do you have friends who can help you?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

 Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game 3 or 4 times.

Memory Game

Play Crazy Stand Ups. “Everyone who...say the verse.” Fill in the space with different characteristics 

such as “is wearing green,” “is six years old,” etc. The children respond by standing to say the verse. 
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Witness (Gospel Presentation)

Visuals

• “What’s the Solution?” and “What To Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths visuals*, picture of 

Tony Dungy*

Supplies

• Bible, paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application

• Tony Dungy was the head coach of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. As a coach, he made it very 

clear that God was first place in his life and not the game. He coached his players not just in 

football, but in life. He taught them to put God first. He took the Buccaneers to the playoffs four 

out of six seasons but never won the championship. He was fired as the head coach of the 

Buccaneers because they didn’t win a championship game. After that, Tony questioned whether 

he should continue in football or find another job. He was then asked to become the head coach 

of the Indianapolis Colts. They wanted him as their head coach because they believed in his 

values and priorities. For four or five years they still never won a Superbowl. That changed in 

2007 when they won against the Chicago Bears. Instead of the typical game celebration, the 

Colts chose to end it like they did every other game – with prayer. They chose to thank and 

honor God first. Tony retired in 2009. He then began ministering to troubled young men. Tony is 

an example of someone who has chosen to honor God in all he does. He stated that he tries to 

glorify God in every circumstance. How you respond to failure and disappointment says a lot 

more than how you respond in successes. Tony’s story is shared on iamsecond.com to inspire 

people all over the world.

• Tony made the most important decision of his life and it affected all he did, He asked Jesus to 

forgive his sins and become the Lord of his life. He knew he was a sinner and the only way to 

receive forgiveness was through Jesus Christ as his Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). Use the 

“What’s the Solution?” visual to review. Tony strives to be like Jesus in all he does.

• We can also GROW to be like Jesus in several ways. We can go to church and Novo Bible Club 

(Hebrews 10:25), read our Bibles and pray (1 Peter 2:2, Matthew 21:22), obey God (James 1:22), 

and witness to others (Mark 16:15). We learn about God, how to be like Him, how to obey Him, and 

how to tell others about Him when we go to church and Novo Bible Club and spend time with 

other Christians. Use the “What to Do Now?” visual to review.

• God calls us to tell others about Him, show His love to them, and help them. When we do things 

for others, it is like doing it for God (Matthew 25:40).

Discussion

• Older Team: Have the children discuss different ways that they could share their faith with their 

friends and family.

• Younger Team: Have the children crouch down like little flowers and pop up and say a way that 

they can grow to be like Jesus.

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a picture of them talking with a friend about Jesus. Have 

them put word bubbles above their heads and write down what they would say.
• Active Team: Have the children discuss how they can share their faith; then role play witnessing 

to each other.
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Flashback (Review Questions)

Supplies

• sheet of review questions*

Large Group Review Questions

• What was the other name that Tabitha is called? (Dorcas)

• What town was Tabitha from? (Joppa)

• Who did Tabitha help? (The widows and poor)

• What did she do for them? (She sewed clothing and coats.)

• What happened when Tabitha became ill? (She died.)

• Who did they send for to see if he could pray for Tabitha and heal her? (Peter)
• What were the widows doing when Peter arrived at the home? (Weeping and showing each other 

the beautiful things that Tabitha had made for them)

• What did Peter do? (He sent the people out of the room, knelt down, and prayed for Tabitha.)

• What happened when Peter prayed for Tabitha? (She opened her eyes and got up.)

• What was the people’s response when they found out about Tabitha’s miracle? (They believed in 

Jesus.)

Discussion Questions

• Why should we do things that honor God?

• What abilities has God given you that you can use to honor God?



SM
A

LL
 G

RO
U

P 
C

O
N

TE
N

T

10

Handwork (Craft)

Visuals

• craft sample*

Supplies

• paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application

• Remind the children that our lesson today is about honoring God with the things that we do. The 

Bible says that whatever we do, we should do it with all our might (Ecclesiastes 9:10a). Oftentimes 

when we think about things we can do, it involves our hands. Our craft today will be creating an 

art piece using our hand. It will be a reminder to us to honor God with the things we do.
• Give each of the children a piece of paper and a pencil. Have them trace their hand on the paper. 

Next, have them draw lines across their hand. On the outside of their hand have the lines be 

straight. On the inside of the hand and fingers have them arch from one side to the other just like 

the hand and fingers are arched.  Do this all the way across your paper. In the end it will look like 

a 3D hand. You can also have the children color between the lines.
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What’s the Point? (Application Activity)

Supplies

• paper, writing tools, “What’s the Point?” cards*

Activity #1

• Give each of the children a “What’s the Point?” card. Have them write down what they learned 

today and how it affects them personally. Next have them write down a way they can put into 

action what they learned today. What are things that they are doing that do not honor God that 

they should stop doing? What are things that they are able to do to honor God that they can start 

doing?

Activity #2
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they are putting what they 

learned to action. Discuss some obstacles they may face and ways they can solve them. If you 

have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead.

Now What? (Additional Activities)

Supplies

• Tabitha Hidden Word*

• The Big Take Away Key Chain*

• Tabitha Coloring Page*

Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson 

concepts. The children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to 

you teach during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great 

for moments when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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