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Power Phrase
I can honor God with the things I say!

Memory Verse
Proverbs 18:21, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue.”

Supporting Doctrines
For supporting doctrines, see Novo’s Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

Goals
The child will...

• Understand that he can honor God with the things he says!

• Realize that he can’t take back his words once he says them!

• Learn that he must control what he says!

Reminder
In this lesson, we will be talking about the power of the tongue. In our society, people are so quick to 

tear each other down, gossip, belittle, and bully other people. The children need to learn that they 

can make a huge difference in their own lives as well as others by the things they say.
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this lesson: Deborah Lunsford, Sky Elliot, LaShane Hill, and Kristn Punjabi. All of our contributors work 

with the children of Oklahoma City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in the 
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Paul and Silas Share With The Jailer About Jesus (Bible Story - Acts 16:25-40)

Recommended Visuals
• Bible Story visuals*, “Cheer” and “Boo” signs*, picture of stocks*

Recommended Supplies
• Bible, Bible Character costumes

Captivate #1 — Cheer!
• Choose two children to hold the “Cheer” and “Boo” signs. Throughout the Bible Story, have the 

children hold up their sign at the appropriate time. This will help the children focus on the story 

and also identify the positive and negative aspects of the story.

Captivate #2 — Act It Out!
• Choose three boys to play Paul, Silas, and the jailer. Have the children dress up and pretend to 

be the characters in the story and act it out as you tell the story. 

Introduction

• The Holy Spirit had led Paul and his missionary team to travel – sharing the Gospel – giving them 

clear and specific instructions of where and when to go. Paul and his missionary team traveled to 

Macedonia and stayed for several days in a place called Philippi. While they were there, a slave 

girl who had an evil spirit in her followed them around. She would shout, “These men are servants 

of the Most High God.” The evil spirit enabled this girl to predict the future. Her owners made a lot 

of money from people paying them to have her tell them their future.

Story

• Retell the story from Acts 16:25-40.

• See story script.

Conclusion

• Paul and Silas chose to worship God. They stayed in the prison when their chains fell off which 

led to the guard and his whole family being saved. God was honored through their obedience!

Testimony
• Share a time that you were able to tell someone about Jesus and that person accepted Him as 

Lord and Savior.

• Share a time that God gave you the right words to say to someone just when they needed to 

hear them.
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Challenge
Recommended Visuals

• Key Point visuals*, Power Phrase visual*, Memory Verse visual*

Supplies

• Bible

Introduction

• In our Bible Story today we learned how Paul and Silas honored God while they were in jail. In a 

horrible circumstance, they chose to praise God and witness to those around them. When the 

earth shook and their chains fell off and the doors opened, they could have escaped. They were 

obedient to what God was leading them to do. They stayed in the jail and were able to share the 

Gospel with the jailer. Through that, the jailer and his whole family were saved! This is only one 

example of many times that Paul and Silas honored God with what they did. They truly were a 

reflection of God to those around them.

Key Points

Words are powerful!

• Proverbs 18:21, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue.”

• What we say can build someone up and can give them life, or it can destroy someone and cause 

death. With our tongue/words we can bless God and we can curse people, which is why we 

should be careful (James 3:5b-8).

• We cannot take back the words we say or the affect of the words we say.
• We will be held accountable before God for the words we have spoken (Matthew 12:36).

Words come from the heart!

• Words come from our heart. The good person speaks good and the evil person speaks evil 

(Matthew 12:33-35). 

• You can tell what is in a person’s heart by the words he says.

I can share the most important message with others!

• We have a story to tell that can bring hope and salvation to the world!

• The Bible says, “Go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel to the whole creation” (Mark 16:15). 

These were some of Jesus’ last instructions to Christians, and they are important today.

• We are supposed to go and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19). 

Conclusion

• Words are powerful, and the words we say show what is in our hearts. We have the most 

important message to share with others; we need to have the boldness to share it with others. We 

have an opportunity to be a reflection of God to those around us!
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Challenge (continued)

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• Each leader is here to share the Gospel with you. We want you to know Jesus and to believe in 

Him. Have you admitted that you are a sinner and asked Jesus to forgive your sins? Do you want 

to invite Jesus to be the Lord of your life?

For the saved child:

• Do the words you say lead others to Jesus or turn them away from Him? How can you honor God 

with the words you say? How can you be a reflection of God through your words to those around 

you? Challenge the saved children to think of someone in their families or a friend that they need 

to tell about Jesus!
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No Take Backs (Arriving Activity)

Visuals

• picture of a child yelling*

Supplies

• small tube of tooth paste, small paper plate

Instruction and Application

• As the children arrive, explain that we are talking about how we can honor God with the things we 

say. The Bible says that death and life are in the power of the tongue (Proverbs 18:21). What you 

speak has consequences; words are powerful. They can give life through encouragement and 

honesty or death through lies and gossip. 
• Take the lid off the toothpaste and hold it over the plate. Explain to the children that you will pass 

the toothpaste and plate around. When it is their turn, they will squeeze a small amount of 

toothpaste out while they say something that gives life or death. Have the rest of the children say 

whether it gives life or death. After everyone has had a turn, hold the plate and the toothpaste 

and ask a child to put the toothpaste back into the tube. Have them explain why it is impossible to 

put all of the toothpaste back. Share with them that just like the toothpaste, we cannot take back 

the words we say. We can apologize if we say something we shouldn’t, but we cannot take our 

words back or undo the damage that they can cause. Remind the children that they need to 

honor God with the things they say.
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Sticks and Stones (Memory Verse)

Visuals

• Memory Verse visual*, picture of a group of kids making fun of another child*

Supplies

• chalk/marker board and marker

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab the children’s attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let 

go!)

Ask the children if they have ever heard the phrase “sticks and stones may break my bones, but 

words can never hurt me.” Is this saying true? Words are a very powerful tool and do not physically 

harm us, but they can destroy a person in so many other ways. What we say can build someone up 

and make him feel great about himself or tear him down and make him feel like he is worthless. Show 

the visual and ask what they think the group of kids are saying to the other child. What are the 

expressions on their faces? What is the expression on the one child’s face? Does it look like they are 

speaking life and encouraging her or death and tearing her down? Are the words that they are saying 

honoring to God?

G — God’s Word (Show the children that the concept you are teaching them comes from God’s 

Word, the Bible.)

 Proverbs 18:21, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue.”

A — Awareness (Make children “aware” of the words and concepts.)

 death - dying, destruction, discouragement, hate

 life - living, alive, act of reviving, encouragement, to build up

 are in the power - strength, ability

 of the tongue - organ in mouth that produces speech

I — In Their Lives (Teach children to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

 Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

 What does it mean by “death and life” are in the power of the tongue? What can you say and 

 do that brings life? Who can give us eternal life?

 

 Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

 Are there things that you say that do not honor God? How can you use the words you say to 

 honor God? Will God help you with this?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

 Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game 3 or 4 times.

Memory Game

Play Erase A Word. Write the Memory Verse on a chalk/marker board. Erase one word at a time, 

while letting the children guess the missing word. 
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Choices (Gospel Presentation)

Visuals

• “What’s My Choice?” and “What to Do Now?”  Foundational Gospel Truths visual*, picture of Billy 

Graham*

Supplies

• Bible, paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application

• Billy Graham was an evangelist at revival meetings and on radio and television for over 40 years. 

He was born in Charlotte, North Carolina, in 1918. Billy was an average boy and there was nothing 

that hinted that God would use him to share the Gospel with as many as 215 million people in 

over 185 countries! Billy Graham is said to have preached to more individuals than anyone else in 

history. 

• At the age of sixteen, Billy attended a church meeting where Mordecai Ham was speaking. Ham’s 

sermon on sin spoke to Billy’s heart and changed his life. After high school, Billy went to college 

and then later moved to Illinois for more spiritual training. Billy Graham was involved in a variety of 

different ministries for about ten years. Then one day he was invited to preach at a revival 

meeting in Los Angeles. The revival lasted five weeks! From that time on, Billy Graham traveled all 

over the world speaking to millions of people about the love of God.

• Over the years many have tried to find negative things to say about Billy Graham to damage his 

reputation, but none could be found. Billy Graham’s commitment to God is shown through his 

words and his actions.

• Billy Graham realized he was a sinner and made the choice to ask Jesus to forgive him and be 

the Lord of his life. We are all sinners who need to make that choice! Use the “What’s the 

Problem?” and “What’s Your Choice?” visuals to review.

• Billy Graham has lived his whole life committed to telling others about Jesus (Mark 16:15). This isn’t 

just the responsibility of a well-known evangelist or a pastor; it is the responsibility of every single 

person who is a believer in Jesus. Use the “What to Do Now?” visual to review.

Discussion

• Older Team: Have the children discuss some of the difficult choices they have had to make. 

Answer any questions they may have about whether to choose Jesus.
• Younger Team: Discuss ways that they can tell their friends about Jesus.

• Quiet Team: Have the children write a letter to God thanking Him for sending His Son to die for 

their sins.

• Active Team: Have the children go in pairs and play rock, paper, scissors. The winner shares a 

way that they can tell others about Jesus.
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Flashback (Review Questions)

Supplies

• sheet of review questions*

Large Group Review Questions

• Who led Paul and his missionary team to know where and when they should go? (The Holy Spirit)

• Where did Paul and Silas travel to in our story? (To Philippi in Macedonia)

• What did they do there? (Share the Good News)

• Who followed them? (A slave girl)

• What would she shout? (“These men are servants of the Most High God.”)

• Why was the girl able to predict the future? (She was filled with an evil spirit.)
• What did the Holy Spirit empower Paul to do? (Command the evil spirit to leave the slave girl)

• Why were the slave owners angry? (They made a lot of money from the girl telling the future to 

people.)

• What did the owners do? (They dragged Paul and Silas into the marketplace before the rulers of 

the city.)

• What did they tell the rulers? (That Paul and Silas were teaching things that the Romans couldn’t 

follow or accept)

• What did the rulers do? (They tore off Paul and Silas’ robes and had them beaten and thrown in 

jail.)

• What did Paul and Silas do in jail? (They worshipped God and witnessed to the other prisoners.)
• What happened while they were worshipping? (The earth shook, the prison doors opened, and 

their chains fell off.)

• Why did the jailer want to kill himself? (He saw the doors open and thought the prisoners left and 

he would be killed.)

• What did the jailer ask Paul and Silas? (What must I do to be saved?)

• Who was saved? (The jailer and his whole family)

Discussion Questions

• What are things that you can say or do that would make others around you want to believe in 

Jesus?

• Why are our words so powerful?
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Hidden Words (Craft)

Visuals

• craft sample*

Supplies

• white crayons, markers, paper

Instruction and Application

• Give each of the children a piece of paper, a white crayon and some markers. Explain that we 

learned how we can honor God with the things we say. We know that death and life are in the 

power of the tongue (Proverbs 18:21). Have them take their white crayon and write down words 

they can say that honor God. When they are finished, they can color over their page with markers 

and the words will appear through the color. Just like you couldn’t see the words on the paper 

until the marker went over them, people will see Jesus because of how we show love and how 

we speak to them. We can be a reflection of Jesus to those around us!
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What’s the Point? (Application Activity)

Supplies

• paper, writing tools, “What’s the Point?” cards*

Activity #1

• Give each of the children a “What’s the Point?” card. Have them write down what they learned 

today and how it affects them personally. Next have them write down a way they can put into 

action what they learned today. Are there things that they say or how they say certain things that 

do not honor God? Maybe they struggle with talking back, being disrespectful, using swear words 

or raising their voice. Discuss other ways that they could handle different situations and use what 

they say to honor God.

Activity #2

• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they are putting what they 

learned to action. Discuss some obstacles they may face and ways they can solve them. If you 

have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead.

Now What? (Additional Activities)

Supplies

• Paul & Silas Word Scramble*

• The Big Take Away Key Chain*

• Paul & Silas Coloring Page*

Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson 

concepts. The children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to 

you teach during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great 

for moments when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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