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Power Phrase
I can honor God with the things I listen to!

Memory Verse
Mark 4:24a, “Pay attention to what you hear.”

Supporting Doctrines
For supporting doctrines, see Novo’s Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

Goals
The child will...

• Learn that he can honor God with the things he listens to!

• Realize that listening to negative people and things can very much affect him!

• Understand that listening to godly people and things that honor God will affect him positively!

Reminder
In this lesson the children will learn that they can honor God with the things they listen to. When they 

allow the opinions of people, music, and television into their minds, it can seriously affect them 

spiritually and emotionally. It can impact their view of God and themselves, as well as their choices as 

a Christian. 
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Pilate Listens To The Lies About Jesus (Bible Story - John 18-19:16)

Recommended Visuals
• Bible Story visuals* 

Recommended Supplies
• Bible, Bible character costumes, microphone or hair brush, reporter’s hat, press badge

Captivate #1 — Act It Out!
• Have the children dress up or pretend to be characters in the story. Choose two boys to be Pilate 

and Jesus. Have them act it out as you tell the story. 

Captivate #2 — News Flash!
• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give him a 

microphone, a play microphone, or a hair brush to use as his microphone. You could also have 

him wear a hat with a “press” card tucked in it or a “press” badge. This would work best if they 

were given time to develop their skit in advance.

Introduction

• God sent His Son Jesus down to earth so that He could pay the price for our sin. He was born in 

a manger, ministered on this earth, and lived a perfect life all in preparation for Him to die on the 

cross for our sins. Jesus had the Last Supper with His disciples in the upper room. He then asked 

them to go to the garden with Him to pray. He asked that they pray with Him because He 

understood the enormity of what God was asking Him to do. He asked God if there was any other 

way to pay for sins and that He would not have to go through with it. In the garden, Judas 

betrayed Jesus and pointed Him out to the soldiers. 

Story

• Retell the story from John 18-19:16.

• See story script.

Conclusion

• Pilate was in a place of authority where his decisions had huge affect; people’s lives even 

depended on them. Pilate chose to listen to the people around him and allow them to pressure 

him and influence him with the decision he made in regard to Jesus. Jesus was sentenced to die 

because Pilate listened to the lies about Jesus!

Testimony
• Share something or someone you have chosen to listen to that was honoring to God and how it 

affected you.

• Share something or someone that you have chosen to listen to that was not honoring to God and 

how it affected you.
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Challenge
Recommended Visuals

• Key Point visuals*, Power Phrase visual*, Memory Verse visual*

Supplies

• Bible

Introduction

• In our Bible Story today we learned how Pilate allowed what others said to influence his 

decisions. He listened to the people around him and allowed them to pressure him into making 

the decision to have Jesus crucified. He had a great responsibility and an important decision to 

make, but he chose not to listen to Jesus but give in to Jewish leaders.

Key Points

Listen to God!

• God tells us in the Bible to pay attention to the things we hear because He knows the impact that 

they can have on our lives.

• Choose to put God first and let Him be the Person you listen to first and the most. 

• Be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry (James 1:19).

• Blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it (Luke 11:28).

Guard your ears!

• Pay attention to what you hear (Mark 4:24).

• Be careful to not allow the words and influence of others to negatively affect you.
• Create boundaries for yourself and standards so that the choices you make are honoring to God.

Don’t just listen; do it!

• Do not just listen to the Word only, but do what it says (James 1:22). God teaches us so many 

things in His Word to help us make right choices about the people, music, and television shows 

we should listen to, and who we should allow to impact our lives. 

Conclusion

• Honor God by letting Him be the most important thing in your life, the Person you listen to the 

most, and that has the greatest influence over you. When you put first things first, it will be easy to 

know when other influences are positive or negative. 
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Challenge (continued)

Invitation

For the unsaved child:

• Have you put first things first? Have you asked Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your 

life? 

• Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). It is because of 

Jesus that we can admit that we have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 

3:23).

For the saved child:

• Your ears are an amazing gift from God! How wonderful it is to be able to listen to all the sounds 

around you as well as the voices of people who care about you. Challenge the saved children to 

respect this gift by honoring God with the things they listen to.
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Simon Says (Arriving Activity)

Visuals

• picture of an ear*

Instruction and Application

• As the children arrive, explain that today we are learning about how we can honor God with the 

things we listen to. Ask the children to give examples of people or things that they might listen to. 

Then have them think of questions they can ask themselves to determine if listening to _______ 

is honoring to God or not. Does the message of that song honor God? Do the jokes and lifestyle 

of the people in that show honor God and the things we learn in the Bible? Do the things my 

friends say to me honor God? Does what I hear at Novo Bible Club and church honor God?
• When we listen to things that are honoring to God, it encourages us to do things that honor God. 

We then can be a reflection of God to those around us. When we listen to things that do not 

honor God, it encourages us to do things that do not honor God. Ask the kids to give you 

examples such as listening to friends who swear all the time that will encourage you to start 

swearing, or listening to music that talks about hate and anger can cause you to be angry and use 

hateful language. 

• Have the children play a few rounds of Simon Says. Remind them as they play the game that just 

like in the game, what we listen to will encourage our actions. Encourage them to honor God with 

the things that they listen to.
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Listen Up (Memory Verse)

Visuals

• Memory Verse visual*

Supplies

• bubbles

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber (Grab the children’s attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let 

go!)

 Ask the children why it is important to pay attention. What happens if you don’t pay attention while 

you are crossing the road? What happens if you don’t pay attention in class to what is going to be on 

the test? The purpose of paying attention is to be aware of what we listen to. Our verse today 

instructs us to pay attention to what we hear. The saying “garbage in, garbage out” also applies to 

what we hear. If we want to be a reflection of Christ to those around us, we have to listen to things 

that honor God.

G — God’s Word (Show the children that the concept you are teaching them comes from God’s 

Word, the Bible.)

 Mark 4:24a, “Pay attention to what you hear.”

A — Awareness (Make children “aware” of the words and concepts.)

 pay attention - to see, or listen, to have (the power of) understanding

 what you hear - listen to, to understand what is said

I — In Their Lives (Teach children to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)

 Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

 Why is it important to listen?  Do you believe the Bible? Do you understand how much God 

 loves you?  If so, do you want to believe in Him and ask Him to forgive your sin?

 Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

 Are there people or things that you listen to that do not honor God? How can you stop 

 listening to things that don’t honor God?

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.)

 Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game 3 or 4 times.

Memory Game

Play Bubble Pop. Select a child to blow bubbles. As the bubbles float to the ground, have the team 

try to say the verse together (not racing) before the last bubble pops. They should keep saying the 

verse until the last bubble pops. Start out saying the verse slowly; then speed up each time you say 

it. This makes the game more exciting and challenging.
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Take Action (Gospel Presentation)

Visuals

• “What’s Your Choice?” and “What’s the Problem?” Foundational Gospel Truths visual*, picture of 

Lisa Luby Ryan*

Supplies

• Bible, paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application

• Lisa Luby Ryan, a very talented and successful interior designer, grew up in a very unhealthy and 

abusive home. When she was a little girl, she would hide under the blankets on her bed and 

make Barbie houses. More than anything, she wanted peace and love in her home, so she would 

imagine and create it with her Barbie homes. It was extremely important in her family to keep 

secrets, and to not let others know the bad things going on in their home. What Lisa experienced 

and was told as she was growing up about family and relationships influenced her beliefs. She 

made many of the same mistakes. One day a couple hired her to design seating for 26 people for 

their home. They invited her to go to church with them and to come to their home for dinner. She 

went out of curiosity to see what a normal family of 26 people looked like. Through this family, 

she then started going to church regularly but was still pretending; she wasn’t letting people see 

the person she really was. Her biggest fear was that these people and God would know the truth 

about her and they would reject her. The amazing thing was that when she did tell the truth, they 

were still there - they didn’t abandon her! She realized that God forgave her and she could 

forgive herself too. She had a new outlook on life. God is blessing her, her marriage, her family, 

and her business. She believes the truth that she is loved and forgiven. Her story is shared on 

iamsecond.com to inspire people around the world.

• Lisa realized that she was a sinner and that Jesus paid the price for her sin; all she had to do was 

ask. Use the “What’s the Problem? visual to review. Lisa began to hear the truth about God and 

His love for her, but it goes beyond what she heard; she had to make a choice. You can know all 

about Jesus and the price He paid for you, but unless you act on it, nothing changes. There are 

three easy steps that change everything! You must admit that you have done wrong and deserve 

to be punished (Romans 3:23). You must believe that Jesus died in your place and took your 

punishment (Romans 5:8). Then you must choose to make God the Lord of your life and accept 

His gift of forgiveness as the only way to have a relationship with Him (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Discussion

• Older Team: Have the children discuss what it means to them to act on this decision and anything 

that may cause them to hesitate.

• Younger Team: Teach the children the sign for A, B, and C. Remind them what each of those 

letters stand for: A - Admit, B - Believe, C - Choose to follow.

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw A, B, and C in big bubble letters on their paper. Then have 

them write the verse inside each of the letters.

• Active Team: Have the children spell the word admit with each child saying one of the letters. The 

next child will then explain what it means to admit. Repeat this using the words believe and 

choose.
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Flashback (Review Questions)

Supplies

• sheet of review questions*

Large Group Review Questions

• Why did God send His Son to earth? (To pay the price for our sin)

• Where were Jesus and the disciples praying? (In the garden)

• Who arrested Jesus? (The Jewish soldiers)

• Who did the soldiers say they were looking for? (Jesus of Nazareth)

• What happened when Jesus said “I am He”? (The soldiers drew back and fell to the ground.)

• Who did they bring Jesus before? (Pilate)
• What questions did Pilate ask Jesus? (What have you done? Are you a king?)

• What did Pilate tell the Jews? (He had no reason to charge Jesus; they should judge Him 

themselves.)

• Why did Pilate give them Barabbas? (During Passover it was tradition to free one person and they 

chose Barabbas.)

• Even though Pilate found no reason to charge Jesus, why did he agree to? (He listened to the 

Jews and gave in to their pressure.)

Discussion Questions

• Why do we feel pressured and listen to people around us, even the people we don’t like or 

respect?
• What can we do so that we can be strong against the things around us that people are saying?
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Telephone (Craft)

Visuals

• craft sample*

Supplies

• plastic cups (two per child), yarn cut in 3 foot lengths (one per child), a pencil or something to 

puncture a hole in the bottom of the cups

Instruction and Application

• Remind the children that in our lesson today we learned the importance of honoring God with the 

things we listen to. We need to pay attention to what we hear (Mark 4:24) and not listen to things 

that do not honor God. As a reminder, we will make our own cup telephones.
• Give each of the children two cups and a piece of yarn. Have them pull the string from the bottom 

of the cup to the inside of the cup. Next have them tie a knot or double knot so the yarn does not 

slide out of the cup. Repeat these steps with the other cup and the other end of the yarn. Have 

the children find a partner and talk to each other through the cups. Encourage them to say the 

Power Phrase and the Memory Verse to each other. 

• Remind the children that we need to listen to things that honor God so that we can be a reflection 

of God to others.
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What’s the Point? (Application Activity)

Supplies

• paper, writing tools, “What’s the Point?” cards*

Activity #1

• Give each of the children a “What’s the Point?” card. Have them write down what they learned 

today and how it affects them personally. What are things that they listen to that do not honor 

God? Next have them write down a way they can put into action what they learned today. What 

are ways that they can pay attention to the things they listen to? Also what actions do they need 

to take for the things that they shouldn’t be listening to?

Activity #2
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they are putting what they 

learned to action. Discuss some obstacles they may face and ways they can solve them. If you 

have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead.

Now What? (Additional Activities)

Supplies

• Pilate Maze*

• The Big Take Away Key Chain*

• Pilate Coloring Page*

Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson 

concepts. The children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to 

you teach during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great 

for moments when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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