
LESSON 5



AT
 A

 G
LA

NC
E

2

Power Phrase
I can make the right choices even when it is difficult!

Memory Verse
James 1:12a, “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will 

receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”

Supporting Doctrines
For supporting doctrines see Novo’s Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

Goals
The child will...

• Learn that God is always there to help him even during difficult times.

• Understand that he needs to make right choices even when it is difficult.

• Realize that he is promised the crown of life if he chooses to love God and accept Him as the 

Lord of his life.

Reminders
Life can be very difficult, and making the right decisions can be overwhelming. Remind the children 

today how much God loves them and how He is always there for them, even in difficult times.

Acknowledgments
We want to express our gratitude to Deborah Lunsford who contributed ideas toward the 

development of this lesson. Thank you for the time you have invested in the children.
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Job Made The Right Choice Bible Story - Job 1:13-2:13

Recommended Visuals

• Bible Story visuals*, mini stories instruction visual*

Recommended Supplies

• Bible, “Cheer” and “Boo” signs*, toddler shoes, mini stories backdrop

Captivate #1 - Cheers!

• Choose two children to hold the “Cheer” and “Boo” signs.  Throughout the Bible story, have the 

children hold up their signs at the appropriate time.  This will help the children focus on the story 

and also identify the positive and negative aspects of the story.

Captivate #2 - Mini Stories!

• Choose two boys to become the character for this story.  One boy will put his head through the 

sheet and put his hands through the sheet to be the feet of the mini-person.  Put the toddler-size 

shoes on his hands. The second boy will put his hands through the sheet to be the hands of the 

Bible character. Use a lot of activities for the hands and feet in your story.  Instructions for the mini 

stories backdrop will be provided on the mini stories instruction visual.

Introduction

• There was a man named Job who lived in the land of Uz. He was an honest man who did what 

was right. He respected God and avoided evil. Job was a blessed man. He had seven sons and 

three daughters. He owned 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 pair of oxen, and 500 donkeys. He 

also had many servants. He was the most important man among all of the people in the East.

Story

• Retell the story from Job 1:13-2:13.

• See Story Script.

Conclusion

• God began to bless Job again. His sores went away. He grew richer than he was before. In fact, 

he soon had twice as much! God gave Job more children, servants, and animals. Even when 

times were bad and he didn’t understand God’s ways, he still chose to trust God. 

• Job chose to make the right choices even when it was difficult!

Testimony
• Share about how you made the right choices during a difficult time and how God helped you.

• Share about how you made the wrong choice during a difficult time and how you wished you 

would have let God help you make the right choice.
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Challenge
Recommended Visuals

• picture of Ryan Hall*, Key Point visuals*, Power Phrase visual*, Memory Verse visual*

Introduction

• Ryan Hall is an Olympic runner who held the record for the fastest half-marathon and fastest 

marathon in America at one point. In 2011 he declared God to be his trainer when he was filling 

out a standard drug testing form. The officials told him he had to list a real person. Hall told them, 

“He is a real person.” He stood up for what he believed in even when it was difficult. 

• Hall’s wife Sara says that putting God in charge of his training has made him happier and more full 

of energy than before.  Training is very intense; but by allowing God to be in charge of this area of 

his life, he is more successful and happy.  He runs about 100 miles a week. He takes one day off 

a week from training and has several other training methods inspired by the Bible. 

• Training and running marathons take endurance and discipline. The Bible teaches us that a man 

is blessed if he endures temptation (James 1:12).

• God isn’t just in charge of Hall’s training but in all areas of his life. Hall is the founder of The Hall 

Steps Foundation, which is a non-profit organization that fights global poverty. He and his wife are 

also active members in their local church. 

Key Points

Put God in charge of your life.

• Hall realized that he needed to put God first in all areas of his life, even in training for marathons.

• When we ask God to forgive our sins and be the Lord of our lives, we choose to put Him first and 

allow Him to take charge of our lives. We need to allow God to guide us in every area of our lives.

The Bible will guide you in making the right choices.
• Hall used principles from the Bible to train for marathons. He took one day off each week to rest. 

He oftentimes can be heard singing worship songs as he runs. 

• When we put God first, He will direct us and bless us (Proverbs 3:6).

• God gave us the Bible as a guide book for our lives. It teaches us all about who God is and how 

we can live for Him and honor Him in all that we do.

• The Bible can guide us in all aspects of our lives and help us make the right choices.

God is always there to help you.

• Training for marathons has a very difficult training regimen. Hall runs 100 miles a week! God has 

helped him reach these goals, and he is happier and filled with energy.

• In training, a runner learns to push through “the wall.” Every runner will face it at some point in the 

race. It is when he feels like he can’t go any further. A runner prepares for “the wall” knowing it 

will come. As Christians, we can prepare for difficult times in our lives by putting our trust in God 

and allowing Him to help us.

• Life can be difficult at times, but God is always there to help us (Joshua 1:9). He will never leave us 

or turn His back on us (Hebrews 13:5).

• We can do anything when God is there to help us and strengthen us (Philippians 4:13).
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Challenge Continued

Conclusion

I can make the right choice even when it is difficult!
• Just like Ryan Hall, we can put God first and make the right choices even when it is difficult.

• God will always be there to help us to know what to do and give us the strength to do it.

• Invite the unsaved child to ask Jesus to forgive him of his sins and become the Lord of his life 

(Acts 16:31).

• Challenge the saved child to put God first in all areas of their life (Proverbs 3:6).
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Chain Reaction Arriving Activity

Visuals

• snowball visual*

Supplies

• Chain Reaction Scenarios*, strips of paper to make a chain, writing tools, stapler or tape

Instruction and Application

• As the children arrive, ask them what would happen if you started rolling a snowball down a hill. 

Explain tha,t as it goes, it will get bigger and bigger. Starting that snowball down the hill begins a 

chain reaction of events. It may bounce off a tree, roll off a cliff, run into a skier, or crash into a 

house. 

• Give each child or group a starter sentence from the chain reaction scenarios, or they can create 

their own.  Allow the children to write the sentence on a strip of paper. Have the children write the 

effect of that statement on another strip. Attach the new strip to the old one to start the chain with 

tape or a stapler. Continue adding effects to the chain.

• Now have the children go back to the first loop in the chain and choose a different effect. If they 

chose a positive event the first time, have them choose a negative effect the second time (or the 

other way around). As the chain builds, help them to see how the choices built off of each other 

and an opposite result happened.

• Explain that today we will learn about someone who made good choices even when it was 

difficult. He honored God with his choices.
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GROW Gospel Presentation

Visuals

• Foundational Gospel Truths What To Do Now visual*

Supplies

• Bible, paper, writing tools

Instruction and Application

• In our Challenge today we learned about an olympic runner who put God first. He held the record 

for the fastest marathon because he was disciplined and trained well. Without continual training, 

he would be unable to earn that record.

• Ask the children if they think they could run 100 miles this week.

• As Christians we also need to have discipline and training so we can grow in our faith. When we 

grow in our faith, we are strengthened so we can make the right choices and honor God. Here 

are some things that will help us GROW:
• G - Go to church and Bible Club (Hebrews 10:25).

• R - Read your Bible and pray (1 Peter 2:2, Matthew 21:22).

• O - Obey God (James 1:22).

• W - Witness to others (Mark 16:15).

Discussion

• Older Team: Have the children discuss each of the areas of GROW individually and explain how 

they can help you grow as a Christian. For example, how does going to church help you grow as 

a Christian?

• Younger Team: Have the children sing “Read Your Bible, Pray Every Day” and remind them that 

these things help us grow as a Christian.

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a picture that represents all the different things that we can 

do to help us grow as a Christian.

• Active Team: Using a dry erase board and markers, have the children play Hangman using words 

that describe how we can grow as a Christian.
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Endurance Memory Verse

Visuals

• marathon runner visual*, Memory Verse visual*

Supplies

• Bible, dry erase board, and markers

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber

Ask the children if they know of anyone who has run in a marathon. Have them describe what it takes 

to train for a marathon. It takes months and months of preparation. Not all aspects of training or 

running in a marathon are pleasant. It takes a great level of dedication and discipline to train your 

body and endure the pain to accomplish that goal. Just like a marathon runner, it is important that we 

endure and not give in to temptations. Just like a runner receives a medal, we receive eternal life in 

Heaven with God if we love God and have asked Him to forgive our sins and be the Lord of our lives.

G — God’s Word

James 1:12, “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will 

receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”

A — Awareness

I — In Their Lives

 Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

 Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

N — Number of Times

Review Game

Play Erase-A-Word. Write the Memory Verse on a dry erase board. Erase one word at a time, while 

letting the children guess the missing word. 
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Endurance Continued

Discussion

• Older Team: Ask the children what temptations they face that they need to endure and not give 

in to. Discuss what the consequences are if they were to give in to those temptations and the 

rewards if they endure them.

• Younger Team: Have the children pretend that they are running a marathon by running in place. 

Have them imagine they are running slow and pacing themselves, running up a hill, very tired, 

and sprinting to the finish line. Remind them that God blesses those who endure temptation.

• Quiet Team: Have the children write out temptations they may face that they need to endure and 

not give in to. Also have them write what the consequences are if they were to give in to those 

temptations and the rewards if they endure them.

• Active Team: Test the children’s endurance by seeing how long they can do a plank. Have all the 

children lie on their stomachs and then lift their bodies on the tips of their toes and their forearms, 

keeping their body straight. Remind them that the Bible tells us that we are blessed if we endure 

temptation, realizing that it can be very very difficult!

Flashback Review Questions

Supplies

• sheet of review questions with storyboard boxes to write or draw the story (one per child)*

Story Review Questions

• Where did Job live? (The land of Uz)
• What did God say about Job? (He was an honest man and did what was right. He respected God 

and avoided evil.)

• What did Satan say about Job? (If he faced hardship, he would turn his back on God.)

• Did God allow Satan to test Job? (Yes)

• What happened to Job? (His servants, animals, and children all died and he was covered in 

sores.)

• What was Job’s response? (He tore his clothes and mourned but still worshipped God.)

• What did God do for Job? (He blessed Job and restored all that he had. He even doubled it!)

Discussion Questions
• What do you think you would have done if you faced all that Job did?

• What can we learn from Job?
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Job Craft

Visuals

• craft sample*

Supplies

• “Job honored God in difficult times” paper (one per child)*, coloring tools

Instruction and Application

• Give each child a “Job honored God in difficult times” paper. Fold paper in thirds, so that the two 

edges meet in the middle. See craft sample. 

• Open up paper completely.

• The middle section says "We need to be patient like Job and never blame God."

• On the right section it says "BEFORE" at the top. Have the children write down the things that Job 

possessed. For example, write "Rich," "7,000 (draw a sheep)", "3,000 (draw a camel)", "500 yoke 

of (draw an ox)", "500 (draw a donkey)", and many servants.

• On the left side it says "AFTER" at the top. Have the children write down the things that and Job 

possessed. For example, write "Very rich", "14,000 sheep", "6,000 camels", "1,000 yoke of oxen", 

"1,000 donkeys", "many servants", "10 children", "lived 140 more years".

• Have the children color the rest of their papers as they like.

• Remind the children that Job went through a very difficult time, but through it all he still honored 

God and God blessed and restored him.
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Stop, Think, Act, And Review Application Activities

Supplies

• STAR cards (one per child)*, writing tools

Activity #1

• Give each child a STAR card. Explain that they are going to use the STAR card to evaluate a 

situation, the choices they have, and the consequences both positive and negative from those 

choices. Just as in football, the best offense is a good defense. It is important to Stop and Think 

before they are in a situation so they can make the right choice. Once they have weighed the 

choices and decided which is the right one, they will Act. Finally they will Review their choice and 

decide if it in fact was the right choice or whether they need to make some changes and make a  

better choice in the future. Explain that they are now ready to start! Today they are going to pick a 

situation that is very difficult where they have to make a choice, walk through the STAR steps, 

and decide if it is the right choice or whether another choice needs to be made. Help them to 

realize that God is always there to help you, even when it is difficult!

• Example: You have had the worst day. Your mom was yelling at you this morning, your brother 

keeps getting into your stuff and breaking it, and you just failed a test. The final straw is a kid, who 

is constantly insulting you, walks up, and starts throwing insults. Everything in you wants to punch 

his face in! If you get in another fight, you will be suspended for the rest of the school year.

Activity #2

• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios they encounter where they realize that 

they are doing something wrong and how they can correct it. If you have a group that is more 

quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead.

Now What? Additional Activities

Supplies

• Job Word Search*

• Job Coloring Page*

• The Big Take Away Key Chain*

Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson 

concepts. The children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to 

you teach during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great 

for moments when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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