
SALT    LIGHT

Lesson 8



POWER PHRASE
I can do my best!

memory verse
Colossians 3:23, “Whatever you do, work heartily, as to the Lord and not to men.”

Supporting doctrines
For supporting doctrines, see Novo’s Statement of Faith at https://novoministries.org/

statement-of-faith.

Goals
The child will...

• Realize the importance of doing his best.

• Understand that whatever he does needs to honor God.
• Believe that God can help him to do his best.

• Choose to follow God with his life.

Reminders
The leadership trait we are emphasizing in this lesson is doing our best. A great leader 

will take time and effort to do things to the best of their ability. When we realize that 

everything we do is to honor God, it should motivate us to do our best.
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parable of the talents bible story
Recommended Visuals
• Bible Story visuals*

Recommended Supplies
• coins or play money, large sheet of paper or white board, markers, Bible

Captivate #1 — Props!

• Use different items to help you tell the story. Recruit three children and give each of 

them coins as you tell the story. One will get one coin, one will get two coins, and the 

third will get five coins. 

Captivate #2 — Picture It!

• Choose a child or leader to draw elements of the story as you are telling the story. 

The volunteer does not necessarily have to draw well. Even using stick figures can be 

fun. Focus on adding facial expressions or specific actions for parts of the story.

Background
• Jesus often had crowds that would follow Him to hear Him teach. Jesus oftentimes 

told stories to help the people better understand what He was teaching. These stories 

were easier to remember and often used simple, everyday items to help learn deep 

spiritual lessons. These stories were called parables.

Story
• Retell the story from Matthew 25:14-30.

• See story script.

Conclusion
• In this story, God is the Master. The talents given were in the form of money, but God 

gives us all kinds of talents or abilities. We don’t need to compare our abilities to 

those ofanyone else. We also shouldn’t hide the abilities that God has given us. We 

do need to be faithful with what God has given us and use it to glorify Him.

Testimony
• Share a time that you did something to please God, not others.

• Share a time you used a talent that God has given you to honor God.

large group content
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challenge
Recommended Visuals
• a picture of a cathedral*, a picture of a pile of bricks*, key point visuals*, power phrase 

visual*, memory verse visual*

Supplies

• Bible

Introduction
• Christopher Wren, who designed St. Paul’s Cathedral in London, once wrote about 

the reaction of workers who were asked what they were doing. The tired and 

unmotivated workers would answer by saying they were laying bricks or hauling 

stones. The workers who had great attitudes and smiles on their faces would answer, 

“I’m building a cathedral!”
• If we ask Jesus to forgive our sins and be the Lord of our lives, He gives each of us 

opportunities to build God’s Kingdom! We have gifts and abilities we can use to serve 

others. We have opportunities where we can be an example and share the love of 

Jesus with those around us.

• Are we passionate about building a “cathedral” for God, or are we grudgingly laying a 

“stone” here or there?

Key Points

God deserves your best!

• God deserves our best, not our leftovers. Do we give Him our best in regards to time? 

Do we spend time reading our Bible, praying, going to church? Do we give God our 

best with our abilities that He gave to us? Do we use our gifts and opportunities to 

serve others and tell them about Jesus? The Bible says that whatever we do for the 

least of these, we do for Jesus (Matthew 25:40). Do we make Him the most important 

priority in our life?

Your abilities are not the same as those of someone else!
• God will not judge us by someone else’s ability.

• The Bible talks about a widow who came to the the temple and gave two very small 

copper coins. To anyone around, it looked like she had given nothing; but Jesus saw 

her gift as great because she had given all she had to live on (Mark 12:41-44).

• Jesus didn’t compare her gift to that of someone wealthy. He measured her gift on 

what she was able to give. She did her best!

Do it for God, not for others!
• So many people are out to impress their friends because they want to fit in and they 

want people to like them.

• The things that are important to God aren’t always important to others.
• Doing your best at something that doesn’t honor God isn’t doing your best at all.

• Don’t waste your time on things that don’t honor God. Joining gangs, getting in fights, 

stealing, lying, disrespecting your parents or teachers are all things that do not honor 

God!
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challenge continued
Conclusion

I can do my best!

• Our verse today sums up this message, “Whatever you do, work heartily, as to the 

Lord and not to men” (Colossians 3:23). To do our best, we need to do it with our 

whole heart and we need to do it for the Lord, not for anyone else. 

• Invite the unsaved child to believe on Jesus and ask God to forgive his sin (Acts 16:31).
• Invite the saved child to do his best, using his abilities to do great things for God!

large group content
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        playdough arriving activity
Supplies
• playdough, recipe card for play=dough*

Instructions and Application
• As the children arrive, remind them that we are learning about being the “salt of the 

earth.” One of the uses for salt is to be a preservative. Ask the children what a 

preservative does. Explain that it keeps food from going bad. Ask the children if they 

have ever played with playdough. Ask them what the difference is between dough for 

baking and playdough. Explain that the main difference is the amount of salt you add 

to the dough. For baking, you add a small amount of salt to add flavor. In playdough, 

you use a large amount of salt so that the playdough will be preserved so you can 

play with it over and over again without going bad. God wants us to be like the 

playdough. When we share about God’s love with others, we are giving them an 

opportunity to be saved from their sin, just like the salt saves the clay from going bad.
• Give each child some playdough to play with. Encourage each child to make 

something out of it. Today we are talking about how we can do our best. Ask them if 

they can do their best and make something out of the playdough. 
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       who is god? gospel presentation
Visuals
• Foundational Gospel Truths “Who Is God?” visual*

Supplies 
• writing tools, paper

Instructions and Application

• Remind the children that we learned about the Parable of the Talents today. We 

learned how each man was given different amounts but was expected to use what he 

was given. Not only did God create the heavens and the earth and everything in it; He 

created each one of us (Colossians 1:16). He created us to love Him and to serve Him. 

• He made us each differently and has a plan for each of us. He wants us to use the 

gifts and abilities He’s given us to honor Him. We were created to honor God because 

He is holy (1 Samuel 2:2). We should do our best so we can honor God because of all 

He does for us.

Discussion

Older Team: Have the children share ways they can honor God for all He has done for 
them.

Younger Team: Have the children talk about all the different things God created. 

Quiet Team: Have the children draw a picture of all the things God created. Remind them 
that God created them so He could have a relationship with them. 

Active Team: Have the children act out different things that God created. Have the other 
children guess what they are.

small group content
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       your best memory verse
Visuals
• memory verse visual*, picture of a child with a present*

Supplies
• paper, writing tools, Bible

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — ATTENTION GRABBER

Ask the children if they like to be given presents. God has given each of us different gifts. 

Those gifts are the ability to do different things. Another word for that is talents. Have the 

children share different gifts or talents they have. Our talents are a gift from God; how we 

use those talents is our gift back to God!

G — GOD’S WORD

Colossians 3:23, “Whatever you do, work heartily, as to the Lord and not to men.”

A — AWARENESS

I — IN THEIR LIVES

 Unsaved Child (Questions to ask an unsaved child)

 Saved Child (Questions to ask a saved child)

N — NUMBER OF TIMES

Memorization Activity

• Play Crazy Stand Ups. “Everyone who...say the verse.” Fill in the space with different 

characteristics such as “is wearing green,” “is six years old,” etc. The children respond 

by standing to say the verse. 
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 your best memory verse continued
Discussion
• Older Team: Have the children share a talent they have and a way they can use it to 

honor God.
• Younger Team: Explain to the children that God made each of them with things that 

they are good at. Have them share what they think they are good at.

• Quiet Team: Have the children write or draw pictures of the different talents God has 

given them.

• Active Team: Play a game of Hot Potato. The person who is holding the Hot Potato 

when you say “stop” has to share a talent God has give him. Repeat until each child 

has had a chance to share.

 
       flashback review questions
Supplies

• sheet of review questions with storyboard boxes to write or draw the story (one per 

child)*

Large Group Review Questions

• What is a parable? (A story Jesus told)
• Why did the master call for his servants? (He was going on a journey.)

• What did he give each servant? (5,2 and 1 talents)

• What did the first servant do with his talents? (Earned five more talents)
• What did the second servant do with his talents? (Earned two more talents)

• What did the third servant do with his talent? (Dug a hole and buried it.)
• What did the master say to the first two servants? (Well done! You were faithful with a 

little; you will be given more. Come share in the master’s happiness!)

• What did the master say to the third servant? (He was angry and said that the least he 

could do was put it in the bank where it would gain interest.)

Discussion Questions
• What can we learn from this parable?

• What talents and abilities has God given you that you should use to honor Him?

small group content
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       Talents craft
Visuals
• picture of a potter creating a masterpiece*

Supplies
• I Can Do My Best coloring page (one per child)*, coloring tools, decorating supplies, 

glue

Instructions and Application
• Ask the children if they have ever seen a potter creating something out of clay. 

Discuss if they think it is difficult to mold such beautiful pottery. The potter had to 

practice and learn so many different techniques to be able to make such beautiful 

pottery. He also takes his time and does his best. Just like the potter, we have to do 

our best! It takes practice and hard work. When we do our best though, we can be 

proud of what we’ve done. We also make God very proud.

• Give each of the children an “I Can Do My Best” coloring page. Encourage them to 

think about the best way they can decorate the vase on the picture. Encourage them 

to take their time and do their best to make it beautiful. When they are finished 

decorating the vase, have them write down different abilities they have that they can 

use to honor God. Remind them that it takes practice and hard work, but it is very 

rewarding when we know we have done our best for God!
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       WHAT’S THE POINT application activities
Supplies
• paper, writing tools, “I can do my best!” cards*

Activity #1
• Hand out the “I can do my best!” cards to each child. Have the children share specific 

areas in their lives that they feel God could use them. Then have them think about 

steps that they can take to accomplish those things.. 
• An example might be, THINGS I NEED TO DO MY BEST? I need to work harder at 

doing my best at school. HOW CAN I DO MY BEST? I could do my best at school by 

respecting and listening to the teacher, doing my homework and studying. 

• The important part of this activity is encouraging the children to think independently 

and come up with solutions on their own.

Activity #2

• Have the children take turns acting out different ways that they can do their best. If 

you have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture 

instead.

         NOW WHAT? ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
Supplies
• Parable of the Talents Picture Puzzle*

• The Big Take Away Key Chain*

• Parable of the Talents Coloring Page*

Instructions and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the 

lesson concepts. They can take these home each week or do them while they are 

listening to you teach during Small Group. These activities require little to no 

explanation and can be great for moments when you are transitioning or don’t have 

time to start another activity.

small group content
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