
SALT    LIGHT

Lesson 10



POWER PHRASE
I can know that God has a plan for me!

memory verse
Philippians 2:13a, “For it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good 

pleasure.”

Supporting doctrines
For supporting doctrines, see Novo’s Statement of Faith at https://novoministries.org/

statement-of-faith.

Goals
The child will...

• Know that God loves him and sent His Son to die on the cross for him.
• Understand that God has a plan for his life.

• Believe on Jesus as his Savior.

Reminders
The leadership trait we are emphasizing today is knowing your calling. A good leader 

seeks God’s direction for his life, knowing that God has a plan for him.
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god calls Samuel bible story 1 samuel 3:1-20
Recommended Visuals
• Bible Story visuals* 

Recommended Supplies
• Bible, Bible character costumes

Captivate #1 — Act It Out!

• Have the children dress up or pretend to be characters in the story. Have them act it 

out as you tell the story. Have a boy dress up as Samuel and another boy dress up as 

Eli. A third child could be the voice of God and repeat God’s words to Samuel.

Captivate #2 — Key Word!

• Identify several key words that you will use in the story. Before telling the story, tell 

the children an action or a sound effect for each of the key words. Make sure that, as 

you tell the story, you repeat these words throughout the story. Pause each time you 

use one of the words so that the children can do the action or sound effect.

Background

• For years Hannah and her husband Elkanah were unable to have children. Hannah 

was very bitter and sad. She would pray to God and make promises to Him. She 

would beg God to give her a son. If He would, she would give him back to God. She 

promised that he would serve God all the days of his life. Eli saw her praying but 

thought she was drunk. She explained to him that she was praying. Eli told her to go 

in peace and may the God of Israel give her what she asked for. God heard Hannah’s 

prayers and she had a son. His name was Samuel.
• When Samuel was a young boy, his mother honored her promise to God and brought 

him to Eli at the temple. Elkanah and Hannah went home, but Samuel remained in the 

temple with Eli.

Story

• Retell the story from 1 Samuel 3:1-20.
• See story script.

Conclusion

• As Samuel grew up, God was with him. He made everything that Samuel said come 

true. People respected Samuel and knew he was a prophet of the Lord. God 

continued to bring messages to Samuel.

Testimony
• Share about a time you doubted whether God had a plan for your life and how God 

revealed it to you.
• Share about a time that you knew God had something specific He wanted you to do 

for Him and what you did.

large group content

3



challenge
Recommended Visuals
• picture of Mother Teresa*, picture of a jigsaw puzzle*, Key Point visuals*, Power 

Phrase visuals*, Memory Verse visual*

Supplies

• Bible

Introduction
• Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu was born in 1920 in the Republic of Macedonia. Her father 

passed away when she was eight years old. After his death, Agnes became very 

close to her mother, who instilled in her daughter a deep commitment to charity. Her 

mother had told her, "My child, never eat a single mouthful unless you are sharing it 

with others.” At the age of twelve, Agnes knew that God had called her into ministry. 

She became a nun at the age of eighteen and took the name Sister Mary Teresa. A 

year later she traveled to India. There she taught at a high school for girls, a school for 

the city’s poorest families. She learned Bengali and Hindi fluently. When she took her 

final vows, she was then known as Mother Teresa. She later left to work in the slums 

of Calcutta, aiding the city’s poorest and sickest people. "Give me the strength to be 

ever the light of their lives, so that I may lead them at last to You," she wrote in a 

prayer. God had a plan for a young girl named Agnes. 

Key Points

One piece at a time!

• If you have ever put a jigsaw puzzle together, you know it is very difficult if you don’t 

have the picture in front of you. It is hard to imagine what it will be when all the pieces 

are in place. 
• God has a plan for each of our lives, but we get to see only one piece at a time. Trust 

Him to guide you (Proverbs 3:5-6).

One day at a time!
• Don’t worry about what tomorrow holds. Focus on what God has called you to do 

today (Matthew 6:25-27).
• Just like Mother Teresa, when we are faithful with what we are given, God will bless 

us with more (Luke 16:10).

God sees the big picture!
• Let God be in control of your “big picture” and He will help you fit all the pieces 

together.
• You can trust God because He knows what is best for you. He will always help you to 

make the right choices.

• “Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass” (Psalm 

37:5).
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challenge continued
Conclusion

I can know that God has a plan for me!

• God knew us before we were even born (Jeremiah 1:5). He knows the hairs on our 

heads (Luke 12:7). We can have faith that He has an incredible plan for our lives. The 

first step to being a part of that plan is asking Jesus to be the Lord of your life. From 

there He will help you to know Him and love Him and understand the plans that He 

has for you (Philippians 2:13a).

•  Invite the unsaved child to believe on Jesus and ask God to forgive his sins (Acts 

16:31).

• Invite the saved child to believe that God has a plan for his life and wants to use him 

to do great things for Him.
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        what’s the difference? arriving activity
Supplies
• 2 clear cups, salt, sugar

Instructions and Application
• As the children arrive, remind them that we are talking about how God calls us to be 

the “salt of the earth.” Salt is useful for so many different things. Have the children list 

some of the things salt can be used for. Share how salt and sugar may look the same, 

but they have completely different purposes. Just like the salt, we make look like 

others around us; but if we have asked Jesus to forgive our sins and be the Lord of 

our lives, we are different. Although we may look just like everyone else, people will 

know we are different when they interact with us. Ask the children to share ways that 

Christians should be different. Today we will hear a story about a young boy who was 

different. He was chosen by God even before he was born. God had a plan for his life.
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       GROW gospel presentation
Visuals
•  Foundational Gospel Truths “What to Do Now? visual*

Supplies 
• writing tools, paper

Instructions and Application

• Today we learned about a boy named Samuel. Samuel was chosen by God to do 

great things. When he was a boy, he was brought to the temple so he could learn and 

grow. This was an important step so that Samuel would be prepared for what God 

wanted him to do. 

• Just like Samuel, we need to grow as Christians so we can be used by God!

• Review with the children how we can grow to be like Jesus using the “What to Do 

Now?” visual. 

• G - Go to church and Bible Club (Hebrews 10:25).
• R - Read your Bible and pray (1 Peter 2:2; Matthew 21:22).

• O - Obey God (James 1:22).

• W - Witness to others (Mark 16:15).

Discussion

Older Team: Have the children think of things that they do that help them grow to be like 

Jesus. Have them share other things that they can start to do to help them grow to be like 

Jesus.

Younger Team: Discuss with the children that Samuel was a very young boy when he 

went to the temple. Remind them that they are not too young to know and love God and 

to grow to be like Jesus.

Quiet Team: Have the children write GROW on their paper and write down different ways 

that they can grow to be like Jesus.

Active Team: Have the children race to look up the verses on the “What to Do Now?” 

Foundational Gospel Truths visual. Then have them explain in their own words what the 

verse means.
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       god’s work memory verse
Visuals
• a picture of a toy that is run by batteries*, Memory Verse visual*

Supplies
• Bible, paper, writing tools

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — ATTENTION GRABBER

Show the picture of the toy that is run by batteries. Ask the children what their favorite 

battery-powered toy is. Find out what they like about it. What happened when the 

batteries ran out? Was the toy as much fun? Explain that the batteries are what made the 

toy work. Just like the batteries in the toy, it is God that works in us so that we can do 

what He has planned for us to do.

G — GOD’S WORD

Philippians 2:13a, “For it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good 

pleasure.”

A — AWARENESS

I — IN THEIR LIVES

 Unsaved Child (Questions to ask an unsaved child)

 Saved Child (Questions to ask a saved child)

N — NUMBER OF TIMES

Memorization Activity

• Play Fill in the Blank. Review the verse together a couple times. Then explain to the 

children that while your hands are up, you will say the words. When your hands are 

down, they will say the words. Rotate between your hands up and down to keep the 

kids engaged and challenging them to speak at the right time.
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god’s work memory verse continued
Discussion
• Older Team: Ask the children to share different ways that they can know what God’s 

plan is for their lives.
• Younger Team: List different ways that the children can be used by God as well as 

some silly things. Have the children say “yes” if it is a way that God can use them and 

“no” if it is not a way that God can use them.
• Quiet Team: Have the children write down different ways that they can know what 

God’s plan is for their lives.
• Active Team: Choose a child to act out a way that God can use him. Have the other 

children guess what it is. Allow each child to have a turn to act out a way God can use 

him.

 
       flashback review questions
Supplies

• sheet of review questions with storyboard boxes to write or draw the story (one per 

child)*

Large Group Review Questions
• What did Hannah pray to God for? (She wanted a son.)

• What did she promise God? (If she had a son, she would give him back to God.)

• How old was Samuel when his mother brought him to the temple? (He was a young 

boy.)

• Where was Samuel when he heard a voice calling to him (Sleeping)
• How many times did Samuel go to Eli? (Three times)

• Who did Eli finally realize was calling to Samuel? (God)

• What did Eli tell Samuel to say the next time the voice called for him? (“Speak, Lord; I 

am listening.”)

• What did God say to Samuel? (He told him about terrible things that would happen in 

Israel and punishment that would come to Eli’s family.)

• Did God continue to speak to Samuel? (Yes)

• Was Samuel a respected prophet of the Lord God? (Yes)

Discussion Questions

• Why do you think Hannah brought Samuel to the temple when he was so young?
• Can you be too young for God to already have a plan for your life?

small group content
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       light shakers craft
Visuals
• craft sample*

Supplies
• small water bottles, glow-in-the-dark beads and stars, glitter, glue, box or container to 

hold the water bottles over to minimize mess

Instructions and Application
• Explain to the children that today we are making light shakers. These shakers will 

remind us to be a “light to the world” just like Samuel was. 
• Have the children drink a small amount of the water out of their water bottle. Then 

have them add the glow-in-the-dark beads and stars, as well as some glitter. Squeeze 

a little glue on the inside edge of the lid and tighten it on the water bottle. 
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       WHAT’S THE POINT application activities
Supplies
• paper, writing tools, “I can know that God has a plan for me!” cards*

Activity #1
• Hand out the “I can know God has a plan for me!” cards to each child. Have the 

children share specific plans that God has for them. Then have them think about ways 

that they can accomplish that plan. If they are unsure of what God’s plan is for them, 

encourage them to start with God’s plan for them to be a “light to the world!” 

• An example might be, WHAT IS GOD’S PLAN FOR ME? God’s plan for me is to grow 

up and be a man that is respected by others. WHAT STEPS CAN I TAKE TO 

ACCOMPLISH THAT PLAN? I can grow up to be a man who is respected by others by 

being a boy who others respect. I can be honest, kind, trustworthy, and respectful.
• The important part of this activity is encouraging the children as they identify their 

problem and discover solutions on their own.

Activity #2

• Have the children take turns acting out different plans that God may have for their life. 

If you have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture 

instead.

         NOW WHAT? ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
Supplies
• Samuel Word Scramble*

• The Big Take Away Key Chain*

• Samuel Coloring Page*

Instructions and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the 

lesson concepts. They can take these home each week or do them while they are 

listening to you teach during Small Group. These activities require little to no 

explanation and can be great for moments when you are transitioning or don’t have 

time to start another activity.
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