
THE VALENTINE’S LESSON
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Power Phrase
God sent His Son for me!

Memory Verse
Luke 19:10, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

Supporting Doctrines
For supporting doctrines, see Novo’s Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

Goals
The child will...

• Realize there is no greater love than God’s love for him.

• Understand that Jesus died to save him from his sins.

• Choose to ask God to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life.

Reminders
Valentine’s Day is a day each year where people choose to show the special people in their lives 

how much they love them. In this lesson we are talking about the greatest love which is God’s love 

for us. Remind the children that God loves them so much that He would have sent Jesus to die just 

for them.
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The Lost Sheep Bible Story - Luke 15:1-10

Recommended Visuals

• Bible Story visuals*, sheep mask*

Recommended Supplies

• Bible, shepherd, and sheep costumes 

Captivate #1 — Act It Out!

• Have the children dress up or pretend to be characters in the story. Have them act it out as you 

tell the story. Have a boy dress up as the shepherd and the other children wear sheep costumes 

or the sheep masks.

Captivate #2 — Key Word!

• Identify several key words that you will use in the story. Before telling the story, tell the children 

an action or a sound effect for each of the key words. Make sure that, as you tell the story, you 

repeat these words throughout the story. Pause each time you use one of the words so that the 

children can do the action or sound effect. Possible key words could be Sheep (the children will 

bleat like a sheep) and Shepherd (the children yell, “Here sheepie, sheepie!”).

Background

• One day a group of people were spending time with Jesus and learning from Him. There were 

many tax collectors and sinners with Him. The Pharisees and Scribes complained that Jesus 

shouldn’t spend time with sinful people like them. When Jesus heard their complaints, He 

decided to tell them a parable. A parable is a simple story that helps explain a hidden spiritual 

truth.

Story

• Retell the story from Luke 15:1-10.

• See Story Script.

Conclusion

• Jesus ended His story by saying that there will be more joy in heaven for the one sinner who 

repents than the ninety-nine who need no repentance.

• Jesus came to seek and to save those who are lost. He spent time with the tax collectors and the 

sinners because they were lost and needed to know that God loves them and that they could ask 

for forgiveness of their sins and have a relationship with Him.

Testimony
• Share how you realized that you were a sinner and needed to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and 

be the Lord of your life.

• Share a time that you felt lost and how God was there for you or when He came and rescued you.
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Challenge
Recommended Visuals

• pictures of Chris the sheep*, Key Point visuals*, Power Phrase visual*, Memory Verse visual*

Supplies

• Bible

Introduction

• Show the children pictures of Chris the sheep. Explain that Chris was found outside of Canberra, 

Australia, on September 1, 2015. It is believed he had been separated from his flock for about 

seven years. His wool was so heavy and overgrown he could barely walk. Chris was carrying 

such a heavy load, they feared for his life; but Chris was rescued that day. It took 45 minutes to 

remove 89 pounds of wool. This broke all previous records! When shearing an average sheep, 

they remove approximately 11 pounds of wool. They removed over eight times as much from Chris 

that day! Ask the children if any of them weigh about 89 pounds. Can you imagine carrying that 

much extra weight around every day? Reports say that Chris went from being a shy sheep to one 

that was very cuddly. I imagine he felt so much better with all that weight removed!

Key Points

God never leaves us!

• Just like Chris the sheep who left his flock, we are the ones who choose to wander away from 

God. It is our choices that can either lead us away from God or to God.

• God loves us, He is always there for us, and He desires to have a relationship with us.

Sin weighs us down!

• Chris the sheep wandered away from his flock for about seven years. During that time, he never 

had his wool sheared; it continued to grow. In the end, Chris was so weighed down by his wool 

that he could barely walk and his life was in danger.

• Sin weighs us down. We are unable to remove the sin from our own life. We continue to live with 

that sin and the consequences of our sin. 

• Ultimately, sin separates us from God and we cannot know Him or spend eternity with Him 

because of our sin.

God wants to forgive our sins!

• God loves us so much He sent His Son to die on the cross for us so that we can be forgiven from 

our sin. 

• He wants to remove the weight of our sin and have a relationship with us. All we have to do is 

admit we have sinned and ask Jesus to forgive us and be the Lord of our lives.
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Challenge Continued

Conclusion

God sent His Son for ME! 

• God loves ME! He sent His Son to die for ME! He wants to forgive me from my sin and have a 

relationship with me.

• Just like Chris the sheep needed someone to save him and free him from the weight of his wool; 

we need God to forgive us and save us from our sins.

• Invite the unsaved child to ask Jesus to forgive him of his sins and become the Lord of his life 

(Acts 16:31).
• Challenge the saved child to thank God for loving him and sending His Son to die on the cross to 

rescue him.
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Lost Arriving Activity

Supplies

• clear container, 100 beads

Instructions and Application

• In advance, put ninety-nine beads in the clear container. (Make sure it is secularly closed since 

beads are a potential choking hazard for young children.) Take the other bead and hide it 

somewhere in the room.

• As the children arrive, ask them if they can guess how many beads are in the container. Give 

each child a chance to guess. Consider having a small prize for the child whose guess is the 

closest. Explain that there are ninety-nine beads in the container but you are sad because one 

bead is missing. It is lost somewhere in the room. Ask the children if they can help you find the 

lost bead. When a child finds the bead, show how excited you are that your bead was found.

• Explain to the children that in our lesson today we are going to hear a story about a lost sheep 

and how the shepherd left all the other sheep to find the one that was lost. 
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Substitute Gospel Presentation

Visuals

• Foundational Gospel Truths “What’s The Problem?” visual*, Foundational Gospel Truths “What’s 

The Solution?” visual*, picture of an Old Testament sacrifice*

Supplies
• paper, writing tools, pencil box (or any item that is a bit heavy)

Instructions and Application

• In our story today we learned about Chris the sheep and how he needed someone to save him 

from the weight of his wool. He could not do it himself. Show the children the picture of the Old 

Testament sacrifice. In the Old Testament we read about how the Israelites were instructed by 

God to perform numerous sacrifices, one of which was the sin offering. There were specific things 

they had to do, including the type of sacrifice they used and how it was to be sacrificed. In most 

cases it was an animal. When done in faith, the animal would provide temporary covering of their 

sin. The animal became the substitute and died in their place, for their sin. When Jesus died on 

the cross, He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). He had never sinned but loved us so 

much that He was willing to take our place and pay for our sins. He died so that we can be 

forgiven of our sins; all we have to do is ask and receive Jesus as the Lord of our lives.

Discussion

• Older Team: Have them discuss what the differences are between Old Testament sacrifices and 

Jesus dying on the cross for our sin.

• Younger Team: Have them take turns saying “Jesus took my place, Jesus died for me!”

• Quiet Team: Have them write the word Substitute in large letters on their paper. Around it, have 

them write words that describe Jesus.

• Active Team: Have a child hold the pencil box with his arm stretched out. Instruct him that when 

his arm gets tired he can pass the pencil box to the child next to him. When he passes it to the 

next child, have him say “Jesus is my Substitute!”
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Seek & Save Memory Verse

Visuals

• Memory Verse visual*, picture of a lost dog poster*

Supplies

• writing tools, paper, ball

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic

A — Attention Grabber

Ask the children if their dog or cat has ever been lost. Maybe it crawled under the fence or a gate 

was left open. Ask how it made them feel and what they did to try to get their pet back again. Show 

them the lost dog poster. Explain that some people hang up posters and even offer a reward if their 

pet is returned. Other people call all the local shelters and drive around their neighborhood to try to 

find their pet. Ask the children why they think people work so hard to try to find their pet. It is because 

they love them so much and want them home again! God loves us so much and He wants to save 

each and every person that is lost.

G — God’s Word

Luke 19:10, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

A — Awareness

I — In Their Lives

 Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

 Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

N — Number of Times

Memorization Activity

Play Hot Potato. Have the children sit in a circle or around the table. Each child will say a word of the 

verse as he passes the ball around the group. If a child misses a word, have him start the verse over. 

Speed up the verse to make the game more challenging.
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Seek & Save Continued

Discussion

• Older Team: Have the children share a time that they were lost or their pet was lost and how it 

made them feel. Remind the children that God loves all of us and sent His Son to seek and save 

that which was lost. 
• Younger Team: Have the children share about a pet they have had and how they would feel if it 

was lost. Remind the children that God loves all of us and sent His Son to seek and save that 

which was lost. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a lost pet poster. Remind the children that God loves all of us 

and sent His Son to seek and save that which was lost. 

• Active Team: Hide a pencil and have the children try to find it. Remind the children that God loves 

all of us and sent His Son to seek and save that which was lost. 

Flashback Review Questions

Supplies

• sheet of review questions with storyboard boxes to write or draw the story (one per child)*

Large Group Review Questions

• Who was listening to Jesus? (Tax collectors and sinners)

• Why were the Pharisees and Scribes complaining? (They didn’t think Jesus should spend time 

with people like that.)

• What was Jesus’ response when He heard them complain? (He told them a parable.)

• What is a parable? (A simple story that explains a hidden spiritual truth)

• How many sheep were missing when the man counted? (One)

• What did the man do? (Went to find the lost sheep)

• When he brought the lost sheep home, what did everyone do? (Celebrated that the sheep was 

home)
• What was the name of the sheep in Australia? (Chris)

• How long did they predict he had been away from his flock? (Seven years)

• Why was Chris the sheep’s life in danger? (He was so weighed down by the wool he couldn’t 

walk.)

• How many pounds of wool did they remove from Chris? (89 pounds)

Discussion Questions

• How can we know that our sins are forgiven?

• How are we like the lost sheep?
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Hide & Seek Sheep Craft

Visuals

• craft sample*

Supplies

• paper cup (one per child), craft sticks (one per child), grass template (one per child), green paper, 

white paper, sheep template (one sheep per child)*, flower stickers, glue, tape, scissors

Instructions and Application

• In advance, print the grass template onto green paper and cut them apart. Make sure you have 

one for each child. Also print the sheep patterns so you have enough sheep for each child to 

have one. They can be cut out in advance or just cut apart so the children can cut them out. Then 

cut a slit in the bottom of the paper cups large enough for the craft stick to slide through.

• Remind the children that today we are learning about the lost sheep. Explain that we are going to 

make a “Hide & Seek Sheep” craft. Give each child a cup, craft stick, flower stickers, grass cutout, 

and sheep cutout.

• Have them snip half way down from the top of the grass cutout so it creates blades of grass. Also 

have them cut out the sheep if it wasn’t done in advance. Then tape the sheep to the top of the 

craft stick. Tape the grass cut out around the paper cup. Next slide the craft stick through the 

paper cup. Finally, add some flower stickers to the grass. The child then can slide the craft stick 

up and down to make the sheep hide in the grass.
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What’s The Point Application Activities

Supplies

• paper, writing tools, “God sent His Son for me!” cards*

Activity #1

• Hand out the “God sent His Son for me!” cards to each child. Have the children share specific 

areas in their lives where they are “lost.” An example might be, HOW AM I LOST? I let my friends 

talk me into doing things that I know are wrong like stealing candy at the story or bullying the little 

kids on the playground. WHAT’S THE ANSWER? I need to decide ahead of time how I should 

handle situations like that so that I can stand up and do what is right. I know the Bible tells me not 

to steal. I also know I should treat everyone with respect and not bully the little kids.

Activity #2

• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios they encounter where they realize that 

they are doing something wrong and how they can correct it. If you have a group that is more 

quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead.

Now What? Additional Activities

Supplies

• Lost Sheep Game*, cotton balls, dice

• Valentine Cards*

• Lost Sheep Coloring Page*

Instructions and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson 

concepts. The children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to 

you teach during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great 

for moments when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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