
true friends
Jesus Resurrects Lazarus Lesson 8 1 Corinthians 13:4a
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Goals
The child will...
• Hear that he should help his friends when they are going through a hard time.
• Believe on Jesus for the forgiveness of sin.
• Make God the Lord of his life.
• Choose to help his friends in good and bad times.

Reminders
Children need to know they can count on adults. Be a trustworthy friend to them, one who always 
loves them and consistently teaches them God’s Word.

Supporting Doctrines
For supporting doctrines see Novo’s Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

Power Phrase
I can help my friends in hard times!

Memory Verse
1 Corinthians 13:4a, “Love suffers long and is kind.”

Acknowledgements
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development 
of this lesson: Joni Brown and Roddrick Dugger. All of our contributors work with the children of 
Oklahoma City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in the children.
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Jesus Resurrects Lazarus
Bible Story - John 11:1-44

Recommended Visuals
• flashcard visuals
Supplies
• Bible, Bible character costumes
Captivate #1 - Act It Out!
• Have the children dress up as Mary, Martha, Jesus, and Lazarus. Have them act out the story 

as you tell it. Emphasize the emotions that these people would have in the story.
Captivate #2 - Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down!
• Stop at different points during the story and ask the children a question that has a “yes” or “no” 

answer. Ask them to show their answer by putting their thumbs up for “yes” and their thumbs 
down for “no.”

Background
• Mary, Martha, and Lazarus were some of Jesus’ closest friends and they lived in a town called 

Bethany. One day Lazarus became very sick, so Mary and Martha sent a message to Jesus 
saying that Lazarus was sick. AfterJesus heard that Lazarus was sick, He stayed where He was 
and waited two days to go see Lazarus. 

• There were some people in the town where Martha, Mary, and Lazarus lived that wanted to kill 
Jesus. They hated Him and they were plotting to kill Him when He came back. Jesus’ disciples 
were concerned about what would happen if they went back to Bethany. Jesus told His 
disciples that He was going back to Bethany because Lazarus had died. Jesus was going to 
help His friends in a hard time. 

Story
• Retell the story from John 11:1-44.
• See story script.
Conclusion
• Jesus looked up towards Heaven and thanked God for what He was about to do. Then Jesus 

with a loud voice said, “Lazarus, come out.” Then Lazarus, who had been dead for four days, 
came out of the tomb!

• Jesus risked His safety to go and heal Lazarus. He performed a miracle because of His love for 
Lazarus and his sisters. He showed us how we can help our friends when they are going 
through a hard time.

✓

Testimony

• Share about a time when a friend was going through a difficult time and what you did to help 
and encourage him. 

• Share about a time when a friend helped you out when you were having a hard time.

✓
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Challenge

Recommended Visuals
• Key Point visuals*, Power Phrase visual*, Memory Verse visual*
Supplies
• Bible
Introduction
• Share a story  about a time when something difficult happened to you or one of your friends. 

Explain how you or your friends made it through the difficult time. Share the ways that you 
helped each other through the difficult time.

Key Points
Everyone goes through hard times.
• Life is full of good times and difficult times. No one has a perfect life and avoids difficult times. 
• The Bible even talks about how there are times or seasons for everything. (Read Ecclesiastes 

3:1-8, or have a few older children help you read it.) Explain how there will always be different 
things we go through. We need friends to help us through the hard times and to celebrate in the 
good times. 

True friends are patient and kind in hard times.
• When a friend is going through a hard time, a true friend will show love. Sometimes our hard 

times don’t last very  long, but sometimes they  can take a long time to get through. For instance, 
your friend might lose his dog and then find it later that day. Once he finds his dog, his hard 
time is over. However, if someone in your friend’s family  were to die, it will probably  take a lot 
longer for them to feel better. 

• The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 13:4a that love suffers long and is kind. We learned a few 
weeks ago that a true friend loves at all times. One of the ways we show love is to be patient 
and kind to our friends as they go through hard times. 

I can help my friends in hard times!
• In our Bible Story  today, some of Jesus’ friends went through an incredibly hard time. Their 

brother got very  sick and died. Jesus came to His friends to be there for them in their grief. 
Jesus even cried with His friends. 

• We can be there for our friends in hard times and help them. Sometimes helping our friends 
through a hard time means that we need to help them do something that they  can’t do on their 
own. For instance, if your friend has a broken arm, you might want to carry his lunch for him. 
Sometimes helping our friends in hard times means that we just need to sit with them.

✓
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Challenge (continued)

Conclusion
• Jesus’ life shows us many  things, including how to be a true friend. When people were going 

through a hard time, He was there with them. He loved us so much that He even laid down His 
life for us so we could have the opportunity to have a relationship with Him. 

• Invite the unsaved child to see that Jesus is the greatest Friend because He laid down His life 
for us to be saved (John 15:13).

• Challenge the saved child to show love by  being a patient and kind friend even when is is hard 
(1 Corinthians 13:4a).
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Praying For You
Arriving Activity

Supplies
• “I’m praying for you” card,* coloring tools 
Instructions and Application
• As the children arrive, ask them to think of someone they  know that is going through a hard 

time. Have them color the card and write a personal note to this friend. Some of the children 
may need your help  writing a note to their friend. They can also draw pictures or decorate 
however they like. At the end, pray together for their friends.

Note · Comment

✓
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All We Need
Gospel Presentation

Visuals
• “What’s the Solution?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths visuals,* pictures of 

people in hard times (e.g., flooded house, famine, sickness, mourning) 
Supplies
• Bible
Instructions and Application
• Show the pictures to the children and discuss hard times that people may go through. Explain 

to them that God cares and is there for us no matter what we are going through. He is our 
Provider, He is our Healer, He is our Joy  and Comfort. Explain how God made it possible for us 
to truly  know Jesus and have a relationship with Him. For those who already  have a relationship 
with Jesus, share with them that Jesus wants us to share His love and compassion for those 
around us by helping them in difficult times. Ask them what ways we could help someone who 
is going through a hard time. 

Discussion
• Older Team: Have them look up Hebrews 13:5b-6. Talk to them about how God promises to 

never leave those who follow Him. Allow them to ask questions about what it means to follow 
Jesus. 

• Younger Team: Have them think of ways they  could tell people how Jesus can be there for them 
when they are going through hard times.

• Quiet Team: Have them look up Hebrews 13:5b-6. Talk to them about how God promises to 
never leave those who follow Him. Allow them to write down any  questions they  have about 
following Jesus. Take time to answer them or write them a note with the answers. 

• Active Team: Have them race to look up Hebrews 13:5b-6. Talk to them about how God 
promises to never leave those who follow Him. Have them race to look up the verses on the 
“What’s the Solution?” Foundational Gospel Truths visual.

Note · Comment

✓
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Hard Times
Memory Verse

Visuals
• Memory Verse visual*, pictures of someone comforting a friend*
Supplies
• dry erase board, dry erase marker, eraser

A.G.A.I.N. acrostic 
A — ATTENTION GRABBER
Talk about different hard things that people go through (someone close to them dies, personal 
items are stolen or destroyed, someone hurts their feelings, someone hurts them physically, etc.). 
Share with them that they can be a true friend by  being there for their friend. It isn’t enough to just 
tolerate or put up with someone, but they  should also be kind. Remind them of how much Jesus 
loves us and how He is always there for us. Ask the children ways they  can show love and support 
to their friends during hard times.

G — GOD’S WORD
1 Corinthians 13:4a, “Love suffers long and is kind.”

A — AWARENESS

I — IN THEIR LIVES
! unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

! saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

N — NUMBER OF TIMES

Memorization Activity
Play  Erase A Word. Write the Memory  Verse on a chalk/marker board. Erase one word at a time, 
while letting the children guess the missing word.

✓
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Hard Times (continued)

Discussion
• Older Team: Ask the children if they  can think of different stories in the Bible where Jesus 

showed love and support to someone going through a hard time. Ask what we can learn from 
His example.

• Younger Team: Have the team act out a skit where someone gets hurt, and have them practice 
helping and encouraging their friend. 

• Quiet Team: Have the team draw a picture of someone going through a difficult time and of a 
friend helping them.

• Active Team: Have the team act out a skit where someone gets hurt and have them act out 
ways that people could respond to that situation. Help them think of ways they  can be patient 
and kind with their friends. 

Note · Comment

Flashback
Review Questions

Supplies
• sheet of review questions with storyboard boxes to write or draw the story (one per child)*
Large Group Review questions
• What were the names of Jesus’ friends? (Mary, Martha, and Lazarus)
• Where did they live? (Bethany)
• What happened to Lazarus? (He got very sick and died.)
• Why  were Jesus’ disciples worried about going back to Bethany? (Because there were men 

planning to kill Jesus)
• How many days had Lazarus been dead before Jesus came? (Four days)
• What did Jesus do when Mary came to Him? (He began to weep.)
• When Jesus went to the tomb, what happened? (He raised Lazarus from the dead.)
Discussion Questions
• How can you help your friends in hard times?
• Is it always easy to help your friends in hard times? Why or why not?

Note · Comment

✓
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Seasons Mosaic
Craft

Supplies
• craft sample*, paper (one per child), little squares of paper (brown for the stump, shades of 

green, brown, orange, yellow, and red for the leaves), glue
Instructions and Application
• Share with the children that a real friend will stick with his friends during hard times. Not only 

will a real friend stick with someone through hard times, but he will also be kind through 
everything. Ask if a friend is someone who is your friend when they feel like it or when times are 
good. Talk about the different seasons and what they  are like. Ask the children what a tree looks 
like during each season. Explain that, just like a tree, we go through different “seasons” in our 
lives. Some are wonderful and others can be difficult. Whatever the “season” is, it is important 
that we are always there for our friends. Give them each a paper. Have them create a true 
stump and branches, gluing the brown papers together on the paper. Then have them glue 
papers to create spring leaves on the left side of their tree (green papers). Then have them glue 
the fall-color papers on the right side of the tree to represent fall leaves (red, orange, brown, 
yellow  papers). Some of the papers can look like they  are falling off the tree just like they  do in 
the fall. Tell them that this tree reminds us that we need to be there for our friends during hard 
times, during the different “seasons” in life.

Note · Comment

✓
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What’s the Point?
Application Activities

Supplies
• paper, pencils, scissors, small bucket, water, cups, towel
Activity #1
• Give each of the children a sheet of paper. Have them fold it in half and then trace their 

hand. Make sure the pointer finger and thumb  are touching the edge of the fold in the 
paper. Have them cut their “hand” out, but don’t cut the part of the fold that the thumb 
and pointer finger are touching. When the hand is cut out and unfolded, it should look 
like two hands connected with a heart in the middle. Have the children write ways that 
they can show kindness or help their friends on both sides of their paper hands.

Activity #2
• Have a bucket in the middle of the group. Take turns sharing different ways you could 

show kindness to someone or help  someone out. Each time someone mentions 
something he gets to pour a cup of water into the bucket. Do this until the bucket begins 
to overflow (have a towel close by). Talk about how just like the water overflowed, we 
want the love and kindness that Jesus has given us to flow over into every part of our 
lives. 

Note · Comment

Now What?
Additional Activities

supplies
• “Jesus Resurrects Lazarus” Coloring Page*
• “Jesus Resurrects Lazarus” Word Scramble*
• “Lazarus” Hidden Word*
instructions and application
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson 

concepts. They  can take these home each week or do them while they  are listening to you 
teach during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for 
moments when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.

Note · Comment

✓

✓
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