
true friends
Jesus Calls His First Disciples Lesson 2 John 15:12
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Goals
The child will...
• Hear what it means to be a true friend.
• Realize there is no friend more faithful than Jesus.
• Choose to believe on Jesus for forgiveness of sin and make Him the Lord of his life.
• Choose to be a true friend to others.

Reminders
Be aware of the interests of your team. You will be more effective as a teacher if you engage their 
current interests in addition to developing new interests.

Supporting Doctrines
For supporting doctrines see Novo’s Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

Power Phrase
Jesus shows me how to be a true friend!

Memory Verse
John 15:12, “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”

Acknowledgements
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development 
of this lesson: Joni Brown and Roddrick Dugger. All of our contributors work with the children of 
Oklahoma City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in the children.
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Jesus Calls His First Disciples
Bible Story

Recommended Visuals
• flashcard visuals
Supplies
• Bible, Bible character costumes, fishing net
Captivate #1 - Act It Out!
• Have the children pretend to be in a boat and cast their nets to the other side. Ask them how 

they would react if their nets were full and the boat was about to sink.
Captivate #2 - Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down!
• Stop at different points during the story and ask the children a question that has a “yes” or “no” 

answer. Ask them to show their answer by putting their thumbs up for “yes” and their thumbs 
down for “no.”

Background
• Jesus was teaching a large crowd by the Sea of Galilee. There were so many people that Jesus 

got into Simon Peter’s boat and asked him to go out into the water a little way. From the boat, 
Jesus continued to teach the people about God’s love for them.

 Story
• Retell the story from Matthew 4:18-20; Luke 5:1-11.
• See story script.
Conclusion
• That day, Simon and his brother left everything and followed Jesus. They were the first of 

twelve disciples that would follow Jesus. They believed in Jesus and the message He was 
sharing with everyone. They would learn from Jesus and one day preach the Gospel 
themselves.

• They were willing to drop everything and immediately follow Jesus. Jesus loved the disciples 
and spent a lot of time with them, getting to know them and teaching them.

✓

Testimony

• Share about when you realized that you were a sinner and wanted to ask Jesus to be the Lord 
of your life.

• Share things that you do to spend time with Jesus and how those things help you to know Him 
better. 

✓
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Challenge

Recommended Visuals
• Key Point visuals*, Power Phrase visual*, Memory Verse visual*
Supplies
• Bible, toothpicks, rubber bands
Introduction
• Share how today we learned how Jesus called the disciples to serve with Him. He surrounded 

Himself with friends who believed the same as He did, friends whom He could teach, and 
friends who would also share the Gospel with Him. We learn from Jesus that it is important to 
surround ourselves with people who believe as we do. 

• Choose a volunteer to come up and break a toothpick in half. Ask him if it was difficult. Remind 
the children that there were twelve disciples. At the same time, wrap twelve toothpicks with 
rubber bands. Ask them how difficult they think it would be to break the bundle of toothpicks. 
Have your volunteer try to break them.

• Remind the children that we are stronger and can accomplish more if we surround ourselves 
with friends who believe as we do. These friends can encourage us and hold us accountable for 
our choices. We can also do the same for them.

Key Points
I can love others just like Jesus!
• Jesus wants us to show love, forgiveness, and compassion to others just as He does. Jesus 

says that whatever we do for others is like doing it for Him (Matthew 25:40).
I can put others first!
• Jesus always thought of others first. He didn’t worry about getting ahead. He wasn’t jealous and 

didn’t think He was better than others (Philippians 2:3). He encouraged those around Him and 
taught them how to do what is right.

I can tell others about Jesus!
• Jesus’ whole purpose while He was on earth was to tell people about God’s love for them. The 

most important thing we can do for others is to tell them about Jesus.
• The Bible teaches us that we have a responsibility to share the love of God with others 

(Matthew 28:19). 

✓
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Challenge (continued)

Conclusion
• You can learn how to be a true friend by following Jesus’ example.
• Invite the unsaved child to believe on Jesus (Acts 16:31).
• Challenge the saved child to be a faithful follower of God and a true friend to others            

(John 15:12).
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Teamwork
Arriving Activity

Supplies
• a container with items such as crayons, markers or legos
Instructions and Application
• As the children arrive, dump the container of items onto the floor or table. Choose one child to 

pick them up and time how long it takes him to pick them up. Repeat a few times. Finally have 
them pick them up all as a group and time how long it takes. Discuss how working together 
made it easier to get the task done. Talk about how today we are going to discuss how Jesus 
chose His disciples to work together with Him and how He trained them so that they too could 
learn how to tell others about God’s love.

Note · Comment

✓
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God Never Changes
Gospel Presentation

Visuals
• Memory Verse visual*, “Who is God?” Foundational Gospel Truths visual*
Supplies
• dry erase board, dry erase marker
Instructions and Application
• Draw a line down the middle of the marker board, and have children share ways that Jesus 

showed love to people in the Bible. Write down their ideas. Then have them tell you ways that 
Jesus shows love to us now. Write down their ideas and circle the ones that are similar on both 
lists. Talk about how Jesus’ power and love is the same now as it was back then – God never 
changes. Read John 15:12 and talk about the ways Jesus showed us His love. Jesus gives us 
the strength we need to love others as He has loved us.

Discussion
• Older Team: Have the team look up John 15:13-14 and ask them how they can be the kind of 

true friend that Jesus was.
• Younger Team: Ask them to tell you who God is and why they think God loves them. Use the 

“Who is God?” Foundational Gospel Truths visual. 
• Quiet Team: Have them write a thank you card to Jesus for always being a true Friend. 
• Active Team: Have the team race to look up the verses on the “Who is God?” Foundational 

Gospel Truths visual. Ask them to tell you what their favorite thing about God is and why.

Note · Comment

✓
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My Commandment
Memory Verse

Visuals
• pictures of child with a stuffed animal or blanket*, Memory Verse visual*
Supplies
• Bible, paper, coloring tools, writing tools

A.G.A.I.N. acrostic 
A — ATTENTION GRABBER
Ask if the children have anything that has been theirs for as long as they can remember (e.g., a 
coat, blanket, stuffed animal, bed, toy, etc.). Share with them that some people have kept things 
their whole lives and have become very attached to them. Explain that friends should stick with 
each other through everything. Talk about how we can be a faithful friend.

G — GOD’S WORD
John 15:12, “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”

A — AWARENESS

I — IN THEIR LIVES
! unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

! saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

N — NUMBER OF TIMES

Memorization Activity
Play March-a-Verse (Jog-a-Verse/Skip-a-Verse). Chant the verse as the group marches around the 
room/Small Group area. Say a word or phrase with each step you take. If you are in a small space, 
you can have them pat their hands on their legs instead of marching.

✓
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My Commandment (continued)

Discussion
• Older Team: Ask them the definition of love and ways that they can show love like God does.
• Younger Team: Have them tell about a favorite toy they have and why they love it so much. Talk 

about why we love God so much.
• Quiet Team: Have them draw a picture of an item that has been “faithful” to them. Have them 

tell you why that specific item has been faithful or helpful to them. Help them apply that to their 
friendships.

• Active Team: Have the children spell the word love using their bodies to shape the letters. Each 
child could be a letter or use two children per letter. Talk about how we should love just as God 
has loved us.

Note · Comment

Flashback
Review Questions

Supplies
• sheet of review questions with storyboard boxes to write or draw the story (one per child)*
Large Group Review Questions
• Where was Jesus teaching? (The Sea of Galilee)
• Why did Jesus get into a boat? (There were too many people on the shore.)
• What happened when Jesus had Simon put his nets down on the other side of the boat? 

(Simon caught many many fish.)
• Why was Simon afraid? (He was amazed by Jesus and didn’t feel worthy to be by Him.)
• What did it mean that Simon would be a “fisher of men”? (He would no longer catch fish but he 

would tell people about Jesus)
Discussion Questions
• Why did Jesus have disciples with Him?
• Why is it good to have friends that have the same values as you?

Note · Comment

✓
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Prayer Book
Craft

Visuals
• craft sample*
Supplies
• 10 decorative ¼ sheets of paper per child, writing utensils, coloring utensils, hole punch, and a 

10-inch string per child
Instructions and Application
• Ask them for ways they can be faithful to their friends. Share with them that, like Simon in the 

story, they can be a disciple, a follower of Jesus. They can also be a “fisher of men.” One of the 
ways they can be a “fisher of men” is by telling their friends about Jesus and praying for them 
that they will realize that God loves them and wants to have a relationship with them. Tell them 
that they can use their Prayer Journal to write down people they know who don’t know about 
Jesus so they can remember to pray for them. Instruct them to punch two holes, close to the 
edge of one of the sides of the stack of paper. The holes should be about three inches apart. 
Next, they can write their name on the cover page and decorate it. To attach the papers like a 
book, instruct them to put the string through one hole, and then through the other one. Both 
ends of the string should be on the side with the front cover. Lastly, the children should tie the 
string and make a bow. 

Note · Comment

✓
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What’s the Point?
Application Activities

Supplies
• material to use as a tie (rope, string, bandana, etc.), rope, string or thread
Activity #1
• Have the children do a three-legged race. Afterwards talk about how they had to stay in step 

with one another. To make it to the finish line, they had to work together and stay faithful to their 
teammate. If one fell down, the other had to stop and help; if they worked together they had a 
better chance of making it to the end.

Activity #2
• Show the children the rope and string and have them pass them around. Ask them which they 

think is stronger or would last longer. Why? Help them to see that the rope is really just a bunch 
of small pieces of string all intertwined together. Talk about how our relationships are the same 
way. If we have good friends who will stick close to us, then we will be stronger.

Note · Comment

Now What?
Additional Activities

Supplies
• “Fishers of Men” Coloring Page*
• “Fishers of Men” Dot-to-Dot*
• “Fishers of Men” Maze*
Instructions and Application
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson 

concepts. They can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you 
teach during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for 
moments when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.

Note · Comment

✓

✓
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