
true friends
Jesus and the Children Lesson 1 John 15:13
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Goals
The child will...
• Hear that Jesus gave His life so we can be forgiven of our sins and have a relationship with 

God.
• Understand that a relationship with God is forever.
• Believe on Jesus for forgiveness of sin.
• Choose to honor God in everything we do.

Reminders
Don’t forget to display the “artwork” of your team as often as possible. Put their pictures on the wall, 
letting them take turns arranging the layout of the display.

Supporting Doctrines
For supporting doctrines, see Novo’s Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

Power Phrase
I can have a relationship with God!

Memory Verse
John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.”

Acknowledgements
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development 
of this lesson: Joni Brown and Roddrick Dugger. All of our contributors work with the children of 
Oklahoma City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in the children.
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Jesus and the Children
Bible Story

Recommended Visuals
• flashcard visuals
Supplies
• Bible, Bible character costumes
Captivate #1 - Act It Out!
• Have the children dress up or pretend to be characters in the story. Have them act it out as you 

tell the story. Have some boys dress up as Jesus and the disciples and choose some other 
children to be the children who were brought to Jesus.

Captivate #2 - Key Word!
• Identify several key words that you will use in the story. Before telling the story, tell the children 

an action or a sound effect for each of the key words. Make sure that, as you tell the story, you 
repeat these words throughout the story. Pause each time you use one of the words so that the 
children can do the action or sound effect. It is important to have a silence signal when you use 
this storytelling method.

Background
• God loves us so much that He wants to have a relationship with us. Sin is what separates us 

from God. God sent Jesus to earth so He could die for our sins (John 3:16).
• While Jesus was on the earth, He taught people about the kingdom of God.  There were huge 

crowds that would follow Jesus so they could hear Him teach. Many sick and in need would 
come to Jesus for forgiveness and healing. 

• Jesus had a group of men that traveled with Him. They were called His disciples, followers of 
Jesus. The disciples spent many hours with Jesus, learning from Him and about Him, as well as 
helping Him minister to people. One day, they would also go and teach the Gospel.

Story
• Retell the story from Matthew 19:13-15.
• See story script.
Conclusion
• Jesus did not turn the children away, He wanted them to come to Him. He saw their importance. 

Jesus placed His hands on the children, prayed for them, and blessed them.
• Jesus showed them that children are very important and He loves them very much. He also 

taught them that no one is too young to come to Jesus.

✓

Testimony

• Share about when you realized that God wanted to have a relationship with you and when you 
believed on Jesus.

• Share what you do to learn more about God and know how to live for Him daily.

✓
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Challenge

Recommended Visuals
• Key Point visuals*, Power Phrase visual*, Memory Verse visual*
Supplies
• 3 glasses labeled “sin” (water + iodine), “you” (water), and “God” (water + bleach), Bible
Introduction
• Open the Challenge by showing them the three containers and describing each of them. Put the  

container labeled “sin” in the center because it is what keeps us from having a relationship with 
God. 

Key Points
God wants me to know Him!
• God is the Creator of the whole world (Colossians 1:16). He made the earth and everything in it. 

He made people so that they could have the chance to know who He is and to have a 
relationship with Him. 

• God loves all of the people in the world very much (John 3:16). When He created the first 
people, Adam and Eve, He would come and walk around the Garden of Eden with them just 
because He loved them and wanted to spend time with them.

Sin keeps me from knowing God. 
• God wants people to know Him. Sin keeps us from being able to know Him. Sin is anything I 

think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. 
• The Bible tells us that everyone has sinned (Romans 3:23). The Bible also says that the 

punishment for sin is being separated from God forever (Romans 6:23a). That means that we 
wouldn’t be able to know God because we couldn’t have a relationship with Him. (Pour some 
“sin” into the “you” container.)

Jesus created a way for me to know God!
• Jesus is God the Son (John 10:30). He came to earth and lived a perfect life. Jesus never 

sinned (1 Peter 2:22)! Jesus came to tell the world about God and how they can have a 
relationship with Him.

• Even though Jesus never did anything wrong, He was willing to take the punishment for our 
sins. When Jesus died on the cross, He gave us the opportunity to know God (2 Corinthians 
5:21). All we have to do is ask and He will forgive us and become the Lord of our lives. (Pour 
some “God” into the “you” container. The water will become clear again.)

We have to choose to accept the gift of salvation.
• It is not enough to just know that God loves you and sent His Son to die for your sins. You have 

to ask God to forgive you and be the Lord of your life. (Pour “sin” into the “you” container.)
• God is waiting to have a relationship with us.  He has made it possible; we just have to ask Him. 

What happens when we ask? (Pour “God” into the “you” container.) He is faithful and will forgive 
our sins and be the Lord of our life.

✓
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Challenge (continued)

Conclusion
• Jesus came to show us what it would be like to have a relationship with God. He made a way 

for us to know Him and to be able to learn how to obey Him. Your choice is whether or not you 
will accept the gift of salvation and follow Him with your life (Ephesians 2:8-9).

• We are never too young to learn about God and ask Him to forgive us and be the Lord of our 
life.

• Invite the unsaved child to believe on Jesus who can be his Friend forever (John 15:15).
• Challenge the saved child to choose to demonstrate his love for God by obeying Him         

(John 15:14).
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Gift from God
Arriving Activity

Supplies
• gift box template for each child*, small pieces of paper, glue, coloring tools
Instructions and Application
• Ask the children if they like to receive presents. Have them tell you what is a favorite present  

they received. Ask them if they had to do anything to earn that present or pay for it. Have them 
imagine it was their birthday party and everyone brought them presents but they never opened 
them or took them home. When a gift is offered to us, we have to accept it or reject it.

• Have the team color their gift box templates and glue them together. Then have them write 
down the different kind of gifts that God wants to give us and put them in the box (e.g., 
salvation, forgiveness, love, relationship etc.). Explain that today we will be talking about how 
much God loves us and wants to give us amazing gifts! The greatest gift that God has for us is 
the gift of salvation. He is waiting for us to accept this gift. 

Note · Comment

✓
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Impossible
Gospel Presentation

Supplies
• several easy commands (e.g., stand on one foot, put your hand behind your back, etc.)*, 

several impossible commands (e.g., jump and touch the ceiling, hold your breath an hour, fly 
across the room, etc.)*, “What’s Your Choice?” Foundational Gospel Truths visual*

Instructions and Application
• Play a game by giving the children various commands, telling the children to follow your 

command with a joyful attitude. Tell them the easier commands at first and then switch to the 
impossible ones. Ask the children why they can’t do these commands. Explain that to have a 
relationship with God, we must be cleansed of all sin. This command of God’s is impossible for 
us to keep ourselves. Explain that Jesus lived the perfect life for us, and then died the death 
that we deserve so that when we believe on Him we could be completely cleansed or forgiven  
from our sin. We couldn’t do this on our own. Jesus made it possible for us to have a 
relationship with God.

Discussion
• Older Team: Have them look up and discuss the verses on the “What’s Your Choice?” 

Foundational Gospel Truths visual. Allow them time to write or ask questions they have about 
what it means to have a relationship with God.

• Younger Team: Help them look up the verse Acts 16:31. Have them tell you what they think it 
means to believe on Jesus and have a relationship with Him. 

• Quiet Team: Have them look up the verses on the “What’s Your Choice?” Foundational Gospel 
Truths visual. Allow them time to write or ask questions they have about what it means to have 
a relationship with God.

• Active Team: Continue to play the game where you give various commands. Allow different 
children to lead the game by having them answer questions about what it means to follow and 
obey God.

Note · Comment

✓
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On My Own
Memory Verse

Visuals
• Memory Verse visual*
Supplies
• Bible, a paper heart for each child, a ball, stuffed animal “pets”

A.G.A.I.N. acrostic 
A — ATTENTION GRABBER
Give each child a heart. Explain to them that sin is what keeps us from having a relationship with 
God. Ask them to list different examples of sin. Each time one is shared, have the children rip off a 
piece of the heart. Ask the children how we can make the heart whole again. They will describe 
things like taping or gluing together. Explain that it is impossible to make the heart whole 
again,where it has no flaws. There is nothing we can do to truly restore the heart. That is the same 
as it is with us. There is nothing we can do to take our sins away. It is only because Jesus was 
willing to die on the cross for us that we can have our sins forgiven and a relationship with God.
G — GOD’S WORD
John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this than to lay down one’s life for his friend.”

A — AWARENESS

I — IN THEIR LIVES
! unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

! saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

N — NUMBER OF TIMES

Memorization Activity
Have the children sit in a circle or around the table. Each child will say a word of the verse as they 
pass the ball around the group. If a child misses a word, have them start the verse over. Speed up 
the verse to make the game more challenging.

✓
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On My Own (continued)

Discussion
• Older Team: Ask them to tell you how they think they can be a true friend. Help them see that 

Jesus was the greatest Friend and that He will help His followers to be true friends. 
• Younger Team: Ask them to tell their stuffed animal “pets” what it means to have a relationship 

with God. Use this time to help fill in their mental outline about the Gospel and help them see 
that Jesus loves them very much.

• Quiet Team: Ask them to draw or write how they think they can be a good friend. Help them see 
that Jesus was the greatest Friend and that He will help His followers to be true friends.

• Active Team: Play “Follow the Leader” and talk about how we are more likely to do the things 
that our friends want us to do than someone we don’t know. Explain that when we have a 
relationship with God, it is easier to follow Him.

Note · Comment

Flashback
Review Questions

Supplies
• sheet of review questions with storyboard boxes to write or draw the story (one per child)*
Large Group Review Questions
• Where was Jesus teaching? (Judea)
• Why did people come to see Jesus? (They wanted to hear Him teach or ask for healing.)
• Why did people bring children to Jesus? (So He could pray for them)
• Why did the disciples try to send the children away? (They didn’t think they were worth Jesus’ 

time.)
• What did Jesus say? (Not to send them away; that they were important)
• What did Jesus do for the children? (He laid hands on them and prayed for them.)
Discussion Questions
• Are you too young to know and love God?
• How can you have a relationship with God?
• How does having a relationship with God make you a better friend?

Note · Comment

✓
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Cross Necklace
Craft

Visuals
• craft sample*
Supplies
• 6 beads per child, cording or string (a second necklace will also be made in the “Application 

Activity”)
Instructions and Application
• Talk about how Jesus is the ultimate Friend. He died and took the punishment for our sin so that 

we could have a relationship with God. Asking Jesus to forgive us and become the Lord of our 
life is just the first step. Today we are making these cross necklaces as a reminder of the price 
that Jesus paid for us and that each day we need to choose to live for Him.

Note · Comment

✓
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What’s the Point?
Application Activities

Supplies
• paper, markers, marker board, dry erase marker, 6 beads per child, cording or string
Activity #1
• Have the children share different commands that God gives us. You could write them down on a 

marker board. Then ask for different examples of how we can obey those commands that God 
gives us. Talk about how we need the Holy Spirit to help us obey and honor God.

Activity #2
• Give each child cording/string and beads. Remind the children that God wants us to tell others 

about Him (Mark 16:15). Have the children make a second cross necklace that they can give to 
a friend and tell them about God.

Note · Comment

Now What?
Additional Activities

Supplies
• “Jesus and the Children” Coloring Page*
• “Jesus and the Children” Word Scramble*
• “Jesus and the Children” Word Search*
Instructions and Application
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson 

concepts. They can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you 
teach during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for 
moments when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.

Note · Comment

✓

✓
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