
LESSON 4
GOD WANTS ME TO FOLLOW HIM!
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MEMORY VERSE
Proverbs 3:6, “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”

GOALS
THE CHILD WILL...
• Realize that God wants him to follow Him.

• Understand that following God isn’t always easy. 
• Believe that God will always be with him. 

• Understand that he is responsible for his actions. 

• Know that he can have a personal relationship with God through faith in Jesus.

• Believe on Jesus for the forgiveness of his sins.

• Choose to follow God with his life.

REMINDERS
Keep in mind as you teach this lesson that the Holy Spirit is the One Who convicts hearts. Lead the 

children to understand truth so that they can make a sincere choice about following Jesus when the time 

is right.
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JESUS MAKES THE DISCIPLES FISHERS OF MEN
BIBLE STORY -  JOHN 1:35-42; JOHN 21:1-19
Recommended Visuals

• flashcard visuals

Introduction
• Andrew and Simon were fishermen.  They went out to the sea in their boat with huge nets to catch fish. 

These brothers were also Jews. The Jews were God’s special people who were waiting for the Messiah 

to come save Israel. Andrew heard someone talking about Jesus. Andrew believed that Jesus was the 

Messiah. Andrew ran to tell his brother Simon that he had found the Messiah! When Simon met Jesus, 

Jesus changed Simon’s name. Jesus knew that He was going to use him to help build His church, so He 

gave Simon the special name of Peter. Peter was still a fisherman, but he spent time with Jesus to learn 

more about God.

Story

• Retell the story from John 1:35-42 and John 21:1-19.

Conclusion
• Jesus made them breakfast and talked with Peter.  Jesus knew He was going to use Peter to tell people 

God’s special messages and build His church. Jesus was going back to Heaven to live with God until it 

was time for believers, the people who follow Jesus,  to come be in Heaven with Him. But until then, 

Jesus was sending Peter to be a witness to the world about Him. God knew where Peter was and God 

chose to use him to tell the world about Jesus. We should choose to follow Jesus and tell others about 

Him. God wants me to follow Him!

TESTIMONY
•  Share how Jesus called you to Himself and you realized that you had to make your own choice to 

believe on Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins.

• Tell of a time when you were in what seemed like an impossible situation,  but God showed you that He 

was still there with you.

• Explain that it’s not always easy to choose to follow God. Give some examples of how God helps you to 

do what is right. 
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CHALLENGE
Recommended Visuals

• pictures representing ways to follow Jesus (reading Bible, praying, being kind,  telling others about 

Jesus)*, key point visuals*, Power Phrase visual*, Proverbs 3:6 verse visual*, Bible

Introduction

• Jesus spent three years with the disciples,  teaching them and showing them how to follow God.  After 

Jesus died and rose from the dead, He needed to go back to be with God the Father in Heaven. Before 

He went, He told His followers the final things He wanted to let them know. He wanted them to keep 

following God and telling others about Him. He wanted many others to be forgiven of their sins and 

know God. Jesus knew that Peter would help make this happen.  Peter had to listen to God and follow 

Him with his life.

Key Points

Each of us has to choose to follow God!

• People don’t become Christians by accident. People don’t become Christians because their parents 

are Christians or because they go to church. A person doesn’t become a Christian because they get 

baptized or someone says a prayer for them. Becoming a Christian is a choice that each person has to 

make. God sent Jesus to be punished for our sin. God’s Word explains that a person has to believe on 

Jesus to be forgiven of sin (Acts 16:31). That means that a person has to admit he is a sinner who can’t 

pay for his own sin without being separated from God forever. Then a person has to believe that Jesus 

died for his sin and that God brought Him back to life (Romans 10:9). Then a person has to choose to 

trade what he wants to do for what God wants him to do.  God becomes the Lord of that person’s heart 

and life (Romans 10:13).

A Christian has a job to do!

• Christians have a big job to do.  Christians can help make it possible for others to know God.  They are 

supposed to show others what it means to follow God.  They are supposed to tell others what Jesus did 

for them. They have to listen to God and follow Him with their lives. Give examples of how to follow 

God and how to tell others about Jesus.  Emphasize that these are things people should do because 

they are Christians. These things do not make a person a Christian (Ephesians 2:8-9). (Review the A-B-

C’s.) We have been learning verses from God’s Word that tell us what God’s followers should do. Say 

Proverbs 3:5-6 together. These verses tell us that we should trust in the Lord with all of our hearts and 

depend on Him. We need God’s help to be able to follow Him. We can’t follow God in our own 

strength. We have to rely on God’s power to help us. 
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CHALLENGE CONTINUED
Conclusion

• Christians have an amazing job to do with their lives. Their job is to be a witness to the world for Jesus. 

We can tell others about Jesus through our words and our lives. God knows where we are and what 

He wants us to do. We need to follow His plan. God wants me to follow Him!

• Invite the unsaved child to know God and ask God to forgive his sin.

• Invite the saved child to choose to follow God and show others how to follow Him.
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    WHOM I TRUST
ARRIVING ACTIVITY
Visuals 

• pictures of leaders in children’s lives (e.g., parents,  older siblings, police officers, fire fighters, teachers, 

coaches, bus drivers)*

Supplies

• coloring tools, blank paper

Instruction and Application

• Show the children the people in the pictures.  Talk about why we might trust these people or about 

situations in which we would have to trust them.  Have the children draw pictures of themselves doing 

something with a person in their life that they trust a lot. Ask questions about the different people 

they trust and why they trust them.

 

✓
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    JESUS IS THE ONLY WAY
GOSPEL PRESENTATION
Visuals

• Acts 16:31 verse visual*, “What’s Your Choice?” Foundational Gospel Truths visual*

Supplies
• pencils, 8.5X11 pieces of paper for each child, a small box, decorating supplies (glue, stickers, sequins, 

ribbon, etc.), pipe cleaners cut in half, scissors

Instruction and Application

• Write the word sin on the top, left-hand corner of the paper.  Try to “cover up your sin”  by folding the 

top corner of the paper (held portrait view) and make the top edge even with the side edge. Explain to 

the team that often people will try to cover up their sin by doing good things to make up for the wrong 

they have done. Show them that the word sin is still there, and share with the children that when we 

try to cover our sin, it is still in our heart.  Fold the topmost corner down to meet the corner diagonal 

from it, forming the shape of a “church.” Explain that some people think they can be forgiven of their 

sins by going to church. Fold the “church” in half and then fold the two sides down to form an airplane. 

Explain that some people will try to fly around the world doing good things, but this won’t save them 

from the punishment they deserve for their sins. Share with them that God said there is only one way 

to be forgiven of sin. The sin has to be removed and paid for by someone. Tear off the entire wing 

sections,  open the paper, and it should form a cross with the word sin having been torn off. Review 

Acts 16:31 with the children and teach them that the only way to be saved is by believing that Jesus 

already took the punishment for them when He died on the cross.  When we believe on Jesus,  He 

completely removes our sin from us; He doesn’t just cover it up. Review the “What’s Your Choice?” 

portion of the Foundational Gospel Truths outline. 

Discussion

• Older Team: Give the children each a piece of paper and instruct them in how to make the paper cross 

you just finished making. Have them share with the team different ways that people try to make up for 

their sins. Review the “What’s Your Choice?”  portion of the Foundational Gospel Truths outline. 

Remind the children that only Jesus can take away our sins.

• Younger Team: Give the children each two pipe cleaner halves and show them how to make a cross 

with their pipe cleaners. Teach the children how Jesus died on the cross to forgive them of their sins. 

• Quiet Team: Allow children to use the paper to make a cross and decorate it.  Review the “What’s Your 

Choice?” portion of the Foundational Gospel Truths outline.

• Active Team: Make the paper airplanes with the team.  Set a small box several feet from the Small 

Group area. Instruct the children to attempt to “fly” their airplane into the small box and discuss with 

them how doing this is nearly impossible.  Explain that salvation without Jesus is completely 

impossible. 

✓
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    LEARNING TO LISTEN
MEMORY VERSE
Visuals

• pictures of teachers with their students*, verse visual*, verse printed in multiple-sized fonts on paper*

Supplies
• paper, writing tools

A.G.A.I.N. acrostic 

A — ATTENTION GRABBER

Share that good students have teachers to help them become better than they think they can be; the 

teacher points out weaknesses so they can perform better the next time. Explain that when students 

follow instructions, they’re letting the teacher help direct their path or future.  It also shows they’re 

listening and obeying the teacher. Share that we should trust God to be our Lord and direct our future, 

because He knows the future, sees our weaknesses, and wants to make us stronger. 

G — GOD’S WORD

Proverbs 3:6, “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”

A — AWARENESS

I — IN THEIR LIVES

 unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

 saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

N — NUMBER OF TIMES

review game

Play Diminishing Verse. Write or print the verse in multiple-size fonts on paper. Start with the largest-size 

font, having everyone say the verse. Continue saying the verse as you take away one font size at a time, 

making the print harder to read until it is tiny.

Variation: Post the papers with the verse around the room for children to find prior to playing the game.

✓
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LEARNING TO LISTEN CONTINUED
MEMORY VERSE
Discussion

• Older Team: Ask them to tell about a time that they didn’t know who to listen to for advice. Ask them 

for ways that God makes Christians stronger. 

• Younger Team:Ask the team to show how they can tell when someone is listening to them. Then ask 

them to show you how they know someone is listening to them. Ask them why it is important to listen 

to God. 

• Quiet Team: Have them draw a picture of someone they listen to when that person gives them advice. 

Ask them to think about ways they can hear from God.

• Active Team: After two kids answer a question about the verse, do a contest to see which of the two 

can do the most sit-ups in fifteen seconds. Repeat this for every two questions answered. Ask them to 

share what they think of when they imagine a coach. Ask them why people may not always want to 

listen to and follow God.  

    FLASHBACK
REVIEW QUESTIONS
Supplies

• sheet of review questions with storyboard boxes to write or draw the story (one per child)*

Large Group Review Questions

• What was the name of Andrew’s brother? (Simon)

• What did Simon and Andrew do before they became disciples of Jesus? (They were fishermen.)

• Who were Simon and Andrew waiting for before they met Jesus? (The Messiah)

• What did Jesus change Simon's name to? Why? (Peter. Jesus knew that Simon Peter was going to show 

many people how to follow Jesus.)

• What things did Peter and Andrew do when they traveled with Jesus? (Taught people, healed the sick 

and demon possessed)

• Who did the disciples think Jesus would become? (King of Israel)

• Why did Jesus come to the earth? (To live the life the people were supposed to live and to take the 

punishment for the sins of the world)

• What happened on the third day after Jesus died? (He rose from the dead!)

• What happened when the disciples put their nets on the right side of the boat? (Their nets were so full 

that they began to break.)

• How did Jesus want to use Peter? (As the leader of the Church)

Discussion Questions

• How does someone become a Christian?

• Why should we trust God to direct our future?

✓
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    OTHER SIDE
CRAFT
Visuals

• a coloring page of the disciples fishing*, 5-8 small fish cutouts per child*

Supplies
• liquid glue, coloring tools

Instruction and Application

• Talk to the children about the night when Peter, Andrew, James, and John were out fishing.  They 

fished all night,  but didn’t catch anything! Jesus knew where the fish were,  and He knew what He 

wanted to show the men. Talk to the team about how Jesus told them to fish on the other side of their 

boats,  and when they obeyed, they caught so many fish that their boats began to sink. Jesus showed 

the disciples that He would direct them if they listened to Him. Share that when they follow God, then 

He will direct them. Instruct the children to color their page, and then glue fish cutouts to their paper 

on one side of the boat. 

    WHAT’S THE POINT?
APPLICATION ACTIVITY
Supplies

• colored pencils, markers, sheets of white paper

Activity #1

• Play a game of Follow the Leader.  While playing, encourage the children to be good examples.  Point 

out that when the followers “follow the leader,”  they look like the leader; and when we follow God, we 

begin to act the way He acts and love people the way He loves people.

Activity #2

• Give the children each a sheet of paper and have them make a footprint by tracing their foot with a 

marker. Beside their foot have the child, or help the children,  write one way that they want to follow 

Jesus that week. As a team, talk about different ways that we can encourage others to follow Jesus.

✓

✓



SM
A

LL G
RO

UP C
O

N
TEN

T

10

    NOW WHAT?
ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
Supplies

• “Fishing” Coloring Page*

• “Fish” Dot-to-Dot*
• “Fishing” Word Scramble*

Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. 

They can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.

✓
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