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POWER PHRASE
• I can be forgiven of my sins!

GOALS
THE CHILD WILL...
• Hear and understand the true events of the Easter story.

• Know that we celebrate Easter because Jesus rose from the dead and is victorious over sin and death. 

• Understand that Jesus was the final Sacrifice. There is nothing he can do to earn salvation – Jesus did 

it all.

• Know that he can have forgiveness and eternal life through faith in Jesus alone. 

• Believe that Jesus took the punishment for his sins.

• Choose to follow God with his life.

KEY DOCTRINES
• Sin – disobeying God’s Word – must be punished, and the punishment is death and Hell. (Ezekiel 18:4; 

Romans 5:12; Romans 6:23; Galatians 6:7-8; James 1:15)

• Jesus is perfect and without sin. (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:22-23; 1 John 3:5)

• Jesus Christ is our Sacrifice. (Isaiah 53:5-6; 1 Corinthians 15:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 9:27-28;        

1 Peter 2:20-24; 1 John 2:2)

• Jesus Christ bodily rose from the dead, proving that He conquered death and Satan. (Romans 14:9; 

Hebrews 2:14; Revelation 1:17-18)

• Jesus willingly died for all sin. (John 10:17-18; Hebrews 12:2; 1 Peter 2:23)

• Justification is through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. (Romans 3:28; Romans 4:5; Romans 5:1; 

Galatians 2:16; Titus 3:5-7; 1 Peter 2:21-24)

• Salvation is available to everyone willing to call on Jesus. (John 1:10-12; Romans 10:13; 1 Timothy 2:3-4; 

Titus 2:11; 2 Peter 3:9)

• Additional Scriptures: Isaiah 53:4-5; John 3:16; John 14:6; John 17:3-5; Ephesians 1:7; Ephesians 2:8-9;    

1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 1:8-10; Hebrews 2:9; 1 John 4:14

CHARACTER CONNECTION
• Meekness is yielding my personal rights and expectations with a desire to serve.

REMINDERS
• For believers, the details of the death and resurrection of Jesus can be very emotionally intense. When 

teaching the children, focus on the overall point of the lesson — forgiveness being found through faith 

in Jesus — rather than details that could frighten them, intimidate them, or scare them into believing. 
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JESUS IS ALIVE!
BIBLE STORY - MARK 14:32-16:20
Recommended Visuals

• flashcard visuals

Introduction

• One of the longest and last nights of Jesus’ life began after He had dinner with His disciples and He 

had gone to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray. Jesus knew that what was about to happen was 

going to be the hardest thing He had ever done. He asked His friends to come to the garden and pray 

with Him. Jesus went away from His friends, and He began asking God the Father if there was any 

other way for people to be forgiven for their sin. He kept going back to His friends; and every time He 

went back to them, they were asleep. He kept asking them to stay awake and pray with Him, but every 

time they fell asleep. The third time Jesus came back, Judas, one of His friends, arrived with a crowd 

of soldiers. Judas had betrayed Jesus. He told the chief priests, who wanted to kill Jesus, where Jesus 

was. The soldiers arrested Jesus and took Him to the court.

Story

• Retell the story from Mark 14:32-16:20.

Conclusion

•  Over the next forty days, Jesus appeared to many people. He appeared to all of His disciples. Right 

before He went back to Heaven to be with God the Father, He gathered all of His disciples. He told 

them to go into the entire world and to tell the whole world the Gospel, which means good news. He 

wanted them to tell everyone the good news that because He had died, taken the punishment for 

their sins, and risen from the dead, they could be forgiven. This is still good news today! I can be 

forgiven of my sins!

TESTIMONY
• Share how you came to understand that God sent Jesus to take the punishment for your sin so that 

you could be forgiven.

• Explain what it meant to you when you fully understood your need for Jesus as your Savior.

• Tell of a time when knowing that God has forgiven you of all your sins, helped you to forgive someone 

else.
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CHALLENGE
Recommended Visuals

• Pictures of famous people (current famous child actor / actress, current famous OKC Thunder player, 

President George Washington, Jesus)*, four 11” x 17” visuals with the following phrases and pictures: 

“For God so loved the world” with heart and representation of the people in the world; “that He gave 

His only begotten Son” with crucifixion scene; “that whoever believes in Him” with representation of 

the people of the world; “should not perish but have everlasting life” with representation of eternal 

death and representation of eternal life*, key point visuals*, Power Phrase visual*, John 3:17 verse 

visual*, Bible

Introduction

• There are many famous people in the world. (Show the pictures and ask one or two children to tell you 

about one or two of the famous people.) Some of these people are alive now. Some of these people 

lived a long time ago. Was George Washington a real person? Since George Washington was a real 

person, can I change him to be someone different from who he was? If I decide that George 

Washington wasn’t ever really a President, does that make it true? If I decide that Mr. Washington died 

when he was young, does that mean it happened? We have pictures of him and we know facts about 

him, so we know that he was the first President of the United States and that he was sixty-seven years 

old when he died. The same thing is also true for Jesus. Jesus is a real person who lived on earth 

more than 2,000 years ago. He was a Jew Who lived in the nation of Israel. The Bible tells us the truth 

about Jesus. I can’t decide that Jesus was anything other than what He was. I need to find out the truth 

and believe the truth about Jesus.

Key Points

God sent Jesus.

• Read John 3:16 to the children. God the Father created the world and every person. He loves the 

people in the world very much. (Post “For God so loved the world” visual.) God loved the people of the 

world so much that when they did wrong against Him, He made a way for them to be forgiven. 

Because the people God had created broke His Law, they would have to be punished for their sin. 

The Bible tells us in Romans 6:23 that the punishment for sin is death and eternal separation from God. 

Jesus came to earth to take the punishment for the sins of the whole world, so the people could 

spend forever with God without having to get the punishment they deserve. (Post “that He gave His 

only begotten Son” visual.) Jesus lived in Heaven with God the Father before He came to earth. 

Jesus never sinned. 

• Jesus served God by telling people the truth about God. Jesus never sinned. He never broke God’s 

Law (1 Peter 2:22). All other people have broken God’s Law, and deserve to be punished for their sin. 

The punishment for sin is death (Romans 3:23). Death isn’t just when the body dies; that happens to 

everyone. This death means that people will be separated from God forever. 

• (Post “that whoever believes in Him” visual.) God said that whoever believes in Jesus would not perish 

but have eternal life. (Post “should not perish but have everlasting life” visual.) When you believe that 

Jesus died on the cross, taking the punishment for your sins, and believe that God raised Jesus from 

the dead, you will be saved from the punishment that you deserve for your sins.



CHALLENGE CONTINUED
Jesus died as my Substitute. 

• The verse we learned today (John 3:17) says that God didn’t send Jesus to condemn us or get us into 

trouble. We are already in trouble! Because we’ve chosen sin over God, we deserve to be punished. 

God sent Jesus to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. Because Jesus took my punishment for 

sin, I can be forgiven.

Jesus is the risen Savior!

• Jesus not only died to take our punishment; He defeated sin and death. He came back to life to show 

that He was really God. Every other person in history has died and has never brought themselves back 

to life. Jesus was not like every other person. He is 100% human and 100% God. Everything Jesus said 

and did is really true. We really can be forgiven of our sins and have a right relationship with God! 

(Read John 3:16-17.)

Conclusion

• God wants us to know Him and be forgiven of our sin, so He has made a way so this can happen. 

Anyone who believes on Jesus can be saved from punishment and be forgiven of their sin.

• Invite the unsaved child to ask Jesus to forgive their sin. 

• Challenge the saved child to tell others the truth about what Jesus did for every person. 
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    THE TRUE MEANING
ARRIVING ACTIVITY
Supplies

• paper, coloring utensils (colored pencils, crayons, markers)

Instruction and Application

• As the children arrive, tell them that we are learning about Easter today. Have them draw pictures of 

what they think Easter is really about. When they are finished drawing, allow them to share their 

pictures with the rest of the team. Explain that it can be fun to celebrate Easter with the Easter Bunny, 

Easter egg hunts, and Easter baskets; but none of these things are the true meaning or reason we 

celebrate Easter. Begin teaching the children that we celebrate Easter because Jesus died on the 

cross and rose from the dead three days later!  

    FLOWERS FOR THE GRAVE
YOUNGER TEAM DISCUSSION ACTIVITY
Supplies

• play dough

Instruction and Application

• Give each child some play dough and show them how to make a flower with their play dough. When 

everyone has made a play dough flower, tell the group that you are going to pretend to go to Jesus’ 

gravesite to put your flowers at His grave. Ask the children how they think Jesus’ friends felt when they 

were going to visit His grave. Lead the group to the designated “gravesite” and encourage the 

children to have sad faces like Jesus’ friends might have had because Jesus died. When you arrive at 

the “gravesite,” turn to the children in surprise and exclaim, “He’s not there! Jesus came back to life!” 

Allow children to cheer quietly as you lead them back to the Small Group area. Talk about what good 

news it is that Jesus is alive and that we can be forgiven of our sins! 
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    WHAT REALLY HAPPENED?
GOSPEL PRESENTATION/OLDER TEAM DISCUSSION ACTIVITY
Visuals

• pictures to go with the content of each of the notecards below*, notecards with events of what 

happened for the children to read from*

Instruction and Application

• Lay the pictures out (or tape them to the wall) so they are visible for the whole team. Explain to the 

children that these cards all tell us something about the week that Jesus died or of the time right after 

He came back to life. Allow each child to pick a card and read the information and the question to the 

group. Choose one child at a time to select a card, based on the picture that’s next in the story line. 

Allowing only one child to go at a time keeps the focus on the topic at hand rather than letting the 

children get distracted by what’s on their own card. Engage the children in a brief discussion about 

each picture. Allow them to answer the question that is on the card and ask any questions they may 

have about that specific event. Ask the team if they have ever had a time where they heard a group of 

people describing the same event. Ask them if it was hard to figure our what really happened. Explain 

that sometimes it’s hard to know what actually happened with something because there are many 

different ways that people describe something. Talk about how that sometimes happens with the story 

of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Sometimes we think that Jesus died on the cross and that He stayed 

dead, but that is not what happened! Jesus was dead for three days, but now He is alive forever! 

Jesus is perfect. He lived His whole life here on earth and never sinned! He never got angry with His 

parents, He never cheated on anything, and He never lied! He is perfect, and we are not. We have sin, 

we do lie, we do get angry with our parents, and we do cheat. All of those actions are sins. When we 

choose to sin it means we are sinners. Sin is saying, doing, or thinking anything that breaks God’s Law. 

Just like there is a punishment for people who break the laws the government makes, there is a 

punishment for people who break God’s Law. That punishment is being separated from God forever. 

We have broken God's Law, but God loves us so much that He did the most amazing thing for us. He 

sent Jesus to live the perfect, sinless life we were supposed to live. Then Jesus took our punishment 

that He did not deserve. Jesus taking our punishment is a little bit like this. Imagine if you stole 

something and got caught, and your friend stood up and said that he would take the punishment that 

you should have gotten. Then your friend got in trouble for you so you didn't have to. That is what 

Jesus did for us, even though we did not deserve it! The Bible tells us that if you believe that Jesus 

was punished for your sins, that He actually rose from the dead, and choose to follow Him, you will be 

saved and forgiven of your sins. You can be saved and forgiven of your sins all because Jesus is alive!

✓
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    REMADE
MEMORY VERSE
Visuals

• verse visual*, two paper copies of the Memory Verse cut into strips*, pictures of condemned buildings 

on one side and restored buildings on the other side*

Supplies

• Bible, two colors of plastic eggs (enough for the strips of paper), 15–20 pencils, drawing tools, paper

A.G.A.I.N. acrostic 

A — ATTENTION GRABBER

Show pictures of condemned buildings and explain that they’re condemned for being unsafe. Share that 

people can be condemned, not for being unsafe, but because they’ve sinned. Explain that some thought 

Jesus came to condemn people, but they were already condemned to death; He came to die in their 

place and to be raised from the dead. Show the restored buildings, and share that when people believe 

on Jesus, they’re given a new heart, and spirit and their soul is made alive.

G — GOD’S WORD

John 3:17, “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through 

Him might be saved.”

A — AWARENESS

I — IN THEIR LIVES

 unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

 saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

N — NUMBER OF TIMES

Review Game

Play Egg-cellent Review. Place the papers with the verse on them in plastic eggs and hide them around 

the Small Group. Use the two copies of the verse and the two colors of eggs to create a game. Divide the 

group into two teams; let each race to open their color of eggs and assemble the verse.

✓
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REMADE CONTINUED
MEMORY VERSE
Discussion

• Older Team: Ask them what they know about Jesus’ death and resurrection. Ask them why it is so 

important that Jesus didn’t stay dead, but that He came back to life. 

• Younger Team: Ask them why they think we celebrate that Jesus came back to life. Ask them why it’s 

good that Jesus died for them.

• Quiet Team: Have the team draw a picture of a condemned building on the front of their paper, and a 

building that is remade on the back. Ask them to write things on the first side of the paper that people 

believe/do before they believe on Jesus. On the other side, write things that people believe/do after 

believing on Jesus. 

• Active Team: Play a game while reviewing the verse where the team makes a little building out of 

pencils, as tall as possible. Each time one of them answers a question they may take a pencil and add 

onto the other pencils. If the building falls over, they will have to rebuild. Ask them what they think is 

interesting about the verse. Ask them why they think God made us if He knew we would break His 

rules. Ask them about ways that people try to be saved from being condemned, besides believing on 

Jesus.

    FLASHBACK 
REVIEW QUESTIONS
Supplies

• sheet of review questions with storyboard boxes to write or draw the story (one per child)*

Large Group Review Questions

• How long did Jesus live on earth? (About 33 years)

• Did Jesus have friends and family? (Yes, His mother was at the cross with Him, and His friends went to 

the tomb to look for Him.)

• Did anyone ever try to get Jesus to do wrong? How do you know? (Yes, the thief on the cross tried to 

get Jesus to save Himself.)

• What is sin? (Anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law)

• Did Jesus ever sin? (No, 1 Peter 2:22)

• Why did Jesus choose to do right, no matter what? (Because He loved God and wanted us to be 

forgiven of our sins)

• Did Jesus deserve to die? (No, because He had never sinned.)

• Who deserves to die? (We do because we sin and break God’s Law.)

• After Jesus died, did He remain dead? What happened? (No! He rose from the dead 3 days later.)

• Where is Jesus now? (In Heaven with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit)

Discussion Questions

• Why did Jesus come to earth?

• Why did Jesus have to die?

✓
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    SUBSTITUTE SACRIFICE
CRAFT
Visuals

• Paper with the following questions: “Why would Jesus choose to die?”; “If Jesus hadn’t died, what 

would we have to do to have our sins forgiven?”; “What if someone chooses not to ask Jesus to 

forgive him and be the Boss of his life?”*

Supplies

• 1⁄2-sheet of paper, 2 cotton balls, liquid glue, drawing tools

Instruction and Application

• Explain that before Jesus came, the people were instructed by God to kill or sacrifice animals, usually 

sheep, to take their punishment for sin. Share that people no longer have to sacrifice a lamb to have 

their sins covered up because of Jesus. Have the children trace one of their hands on the paper. Their 

fingers should have a small space between them. Have them turn the paper so that the fingers are 

closest to their body. Instruct them to tear the cotton apart and glue it to the palm of the hand (on the 

paper) and the part of the fingers closest to the palm. The cotton should cover the palm and the 

fingers up to the knuckles. Have them draw a face on the end of the thumb and hoofs on the 

fingertips. As they make their craft, discuss the suggested questions. 

    NO LONGER DEAD
CRAFT
Visuals

•  pictures of graves and tombs, the following questions / statements: “Did you know tombs had to be 

bought and saved for people? A man named Joseph of Arimathea gave his tomb for Jesus’ body”; 

“The religious leaders were afraid someone would steal Jesus’ body and say He had come back to life 

so they had guards watch it. No one had to steal His body. Jesus came back to life.”; “When Jesus 

came to life, He didn’t stay at the tomb. Angels stayed and told people visiting the tomb what 

happened. Do you know a name of someone who saw the angels?”*

Supplies

• small paper plate cut in half, square of brown construction paper (2x2), scissors, black, gray, and brown 

coloring tools, adhesive 

✓
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NO LONGER DEAD CONTINUED
CRAFT
Instruction and Application

• Ask what they think ghosts are. Share that Jesus isn’t a ghost or angel in Heaven; He is God the Son. 

Explain that when He died, He was completely dead and was put into a tomb. Explain the use of a 

tomb. Share that Jesus came back to life, and His body was the same yet different; He had scars from 

being nailed to the cross but went into a room with all the doors locked. Share that Jesus is still alive 

today. Explain that they’re going to make a miniature tomb as a reminder that Jesus didn’t stay dead; 

He defeated death and sin. Give them a half plate that they can color black or gray on the inside. This 

will be the inside of the tomb. Give them the second half of the plate and they can color the outside 

brown. This will be the outside front of the tomb. Cut a 1-inch half circle out of the center of the brown 

plate. Have the children spread glue on the lip of one half plate and adhere the other half plate to it. 

Have them crumple the paper square and form into a rock shape. Glue the paper to the side of the 

tomb’s entrance. Ask questions about the story while they assemble the craft. 

    
    NOW WHAT?
ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
Supplies

• “Jesus is Alive” Coloring Page*

• “Three Crosses” Dot-to-Dot*

• Easter Word Scramble* 

Instruction and Application

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. 

They can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.

✓
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