
Dear God...

Teach us to pray
lesson 5

power phrase We should forgive others!
memory verse Luke 11:4a

Dear God...
Help me 

through this!
why am 
i here?

Wh
y?

where are you?Can I trust you?

Do you love me?

what do i do?

Thank 
You!

I’m Sorry.

Are you 
Real?

why 
would 

you care 
about 

me?
How do i get to 

heaven?
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Goals 
The child will...
‣ Hear that God expects him to forgive.
‣ Understand he can ask God for help when it is hard to forgive. 
‣ Know that he needs to be forgiven of his sins.
‣ Pray to believe on Jesus, asking for forgiveness.
‣ Practice forgiveness toward others.
‣ Include prayer in his everyday life.

Reminders
Sometimes the children will take out their anger and pain on you. Be patient and ask God to help you 
model what true forgiveness is like when they hurt or try to hurt you. 
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Bible Story the unforgiving debtor [Matthew 18:21-35]

recommended visuals
‣ flashcard visuals of the servant and the master, the servant and the other man, and the servant in 

prison
background
‣ One day the disciple Peter asked Jesus how many times he should forgive somebody who sinned 

against him. Peter thought that forgiving someone seven times would be more than enough. Jesus 
said that we should always forgive others. Jesus then shared this parable to explain why we should 
forgive.

story
‣ Retell the story from Matthew 18:21-35. 
conclusion
‣  After sharing this parable, Jesus explained that we must show forgiveness to others as God has shown 

forgiveness to us. We should forgive others!

testimony 
‣ Share a time when you did something wrong and had to ask for forgiveness.
‣ Share how remembering what God has done for you helped you forgive. 
‣ Share about how God has forgiven you even though you have sinned against Him.
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Challenge
recommended visuals
‣ pictures of people fighting physically and verbally*, picture of kids making up*, key point visuals*, 

verse visual*, Power Phrase visual*

introduction
Bad things happen in the world. People hurt each other often. This hurt can be physical, but it also can be 
with words. If someone makes fun of you at school, it might hurt really bad. Many times when someone 
hurts you, thinking to forgive that person doesn’t seem to be an option. You may want to get back at them 
and get revenge. This is not what God wants us to do though. He wants us to forgive others as the master 
did to the servant.  

key points
Forgiving isn’t forgetting. 
‣ Many think that to forgive someone is to forget what they did. When we do something wrong, we are 

held accountable for your actions. What happens if your mom tells you to take out the trash and you 
don’t do it? You will be disciplined for not doing what you were asked to do. If somebody wrongs you, 
they are still accountable for their actions even if you forgive them.

Forgiving helps others and you! (Colossians 3:13)
‣ Forgiving someone for the bad thing they did to you helps the other person. They will feel less guilty 

for what they did and hopefully your relationship will be restored. When we forgive others, we release 
the bad thoughts and feelings we have towards them. Even if they do not accept your forgiveness, you 
can still release the bitterness you have toward that person. Hanging on to this bitterness is not good 
for you. Think of a time you held a grudge toward someone. Was this a positive time? Forgiving others 
helps release the bitterness inside of us. 

‣ Forgiveness is not always easy. A lot of times we don’t want to forgive people. We can feel like people 
don’t deserve to be forgiven, but when we feel like that we should remember that we did not deserve 
to be forgiven. God chose to send Jesus for us even though we did not deserve it. When we don’t feel 
like forgiving other people, we need to remember that God forgave us so we should forgive others. 

God provides forgiveness! (1 John 1:9, 2 Corinthians 5:21)
‣ The servant in the story today was forgiven of a debt that he could never pay back. God has given us a 

chance to be forgiven of our sins. Like the servant, we can never repay God for the sins we have 
committed against Him. But He has forgiven us through faith in His Son Jesus Christ! When others 
have hurt us, should we act like the servant did to the man who owed him money? No, we should 
forgive others as God has forgiven us!

conclusion
‣ Invite the unsaved child to speak with a leader about how to accept the forgiveness God brings.
‣ Invite the saved child to speak with a leader about how to forgive others as God forgives us. 
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 Clean Arriving activity

supplies
‣ paper for each child, coloring tools
Have the kids scribble on their sheet of paper, encouraging them to make the scribbliest scribbles ever, 
and to make your paper as messy as possible! After the kids have created some very scribbled papers, ask 
them to flip their papers over to the clean side. Ask the kids which side of the paper is better for making a 
nice drawing, the old, messy side or the new, clean side. Let the kids draw their own picture on the clean 
side of the paper. Explain how God’s forgiveness is like starting with the clean side of the paper, even if we 
have scribbled up the first one. 

_

_

 

 Someone has to pay gospel presentation

Explain the concept that “someone has to pay” (Hebrews 9:22b). Throughout the lesson, point out different 
areas where someone had to pay for something. For instance, after the Memory Verse, explain that the bill 
for all of those things has to be given to someone and that someone pays for those things. After the Bible 
Story, explain that the master in the story didn’t make the servant pay. That means that the master had to 
pay for it. Explain to the children that our sin doesn’t just disappear because we ask God to forgive us for it. 
Jesus had to pay for it (1 Peter 2:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21).

discussion
Older Team: Ask the children if they deserve to be forgiven. Ask them why they think Jesus died to pay for 
sin. Discuss God’s love for people. 

Younger Team: Tell the kids they get to buy candy today. When it is each child’s turn, ask them for a large 
amount of money to buy their piece of candy. When they don’t have money (or enough money), have 
another volunteer pull out pretend money and pay for their candy. Explain how this is what God did for us, 
with Jesus paying the price for our sins.

Quiet Team: Have the kids write down or draw a picture of a time when someone has hurt them. Give 
them the opportunity to share with the group and have them talk about how they can or did forgive that 
person.

Active Team: Have the kids act out ways to forgive people. Ask them why God wants them to forgive even 
when it is hard. 

_

_

✓
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 How Much? memory Verse

visuals
‣ “bill” for approximate cost of program supplies* (e.g., snacks per child, craft supplies, staff, balloons, 

etc.), verse visual* 
supplies
‣ writing tools

A.G.A.I.N. acrostic 
A  Attention grabber
Give each child their “bill” for coming to the program, and ask them to pay the bill. When the children 
exclaim about how little money they have, explain that all they have to do is ask for it to be taken away. 
Crumble up the paper and tell them that they no longer have to pay because someone else paid it for 
them. Introduce them to the verse and how God forgives His children as they should forgive other people 
that have done them wrong.

G  God’s Word 
Luke 11:4a, “And forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.”

A  Awareness

_

_

_

_

I  In their lives
unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

_

_

saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

_

_

N  Number of times

_

review game
Hide a Word. (See Handbook for instructions.) 

Note: Explain that forgiveness is like erasing. When the marks are erased, they are gone for good.

✓
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(continued) How much? memory Verse

discussion
Older Team: Ask the children if someone has ever done wrong to them and if they forgave that person. Ask 
if they have ever done wrong to God and discuss God’s forgiveness.

Younger Team: Ask the children about a time when someone did wrong to them, and ask if they should 
forgive that person. Have them use stuffed animals to practice how to forgive someone. 

Quiet Team: Ask the children to tell about a time that someone has hurt them or hurt their feelings and if 
they think that person should be forgiven. Ask them why they think they should forgive other people.

Active Team: Have them write down ways people have hurt them. Then have them take the paper and get 
up to throw it away. Explain that forgiveness means to put the way someone hurt you away from you and 
to not bring it back up. 

 flashback review questions

story review questions
‣ What does it mean to forgive?
‣ What did Peter ask Jesus about?
‣ Which servant owed the most money?
‣ Who was more kind – the servant or the master?
‣ Did the servant deserve to be forgiven? Why or why not?
‣ Why was the servant punished for not forgiving the man?
‣ The story that Jesus told is a parable. What is a parable?
‣ What should the servant have done?
discussion questions
• Why do you think God wants us to forgive others?
• Is forgiving others easy or hard to do? Why?

_

_
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 Praying Hands craft

supplies
‣ construction paper, scissors, and writing tools
Fold a piece of construction paper in half. Place your hand (fingers together) on the paper, with the 
outside edge of your palm at the fold of the paper. (If tracing your left hand, your paper will open on the 
right side and the left side of your hand will be against the crease. Reverse if tracing your right hand.) Trace 
the outline of your hand. Cut out the outline and open the fold, making a card that when folded, looks like 
praying hands. On the inside of the hands, have the children write things to pray about. 

_

 odds and ends additional ideas
Older Team:
‣ Have the children come up with different scenarios where it might be hard to forgive someone, when 

someone has done something REALLY bad. Have the children decide as a group if that person should 
receive forgiveness or not. (Review the Memory Verse.) Also use this time to discuss the thief on the 
cross, or the story of Paul.

‣ Have the children think of someone in their life that needs their forgiveness or someone that they 
need to ask forgiveness from; have them write a short letter to that person.

Younger Team:
‣ Scribble on a paper with a marker. Try to erase the marker. Keep on trying even though you won’t get 

anywhere. Forgiveness is not easy to give. Just like this was really hard to erase, it can be really hard to 
forgive, especially without God’s help. Talk about a time it was difficult for you to forgive someone.

‣ Offer a prayer time where the children can pray and ask God to help them forgive someone who has 
offended or wronged them.

Quiet Team:
‣ If your team’s attention span allows for it, take the time to share your testimony with them (in regards 

to the lesson). This allows them to know a bit more about you, about God, and it opens doors for them 
to ask questions.

‣ Ask the kids if they can think of scary or hard times when they most need to pray. Ask them if they can 
think of any times when we shouldn't pray? Make sure to explain that we should ALWAYS pray, even in 
the times they said we shouldn't pray. 

Active Team:
‣ Give the kids play dough and have them tell about a time when they had to forgive someone. 
‣ Call out different scenarios, and have the kids stand up (or sit down, or raise two hands, or jump on 

one foot, etc.) if they think the person in the scenario should forgive. 

Copyright © 2014, Novo Ministries. All Rights Reserved.

✓

✓


