
Dear God...

Teach us to pray
lesson 4

power phrase I should ask God for what I need!
memory verse Luke 11:3 

Dear God...
Help me 

through this!
why am 
i here?

Wh
y?

where are you?Can I trust you?

Do you love me?

what do i do?

Thank 
You!

I’m Sorry.

Are you 
Real?

why 
would 

you care 
about 

me?
How do i get to 

heaven?
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Goals 
The child will...
‣ Hear that God can provide for his needs.
‣ Understand that he should ask God for the things he needs.
‣ Know that God loves him and wants to provide for him.
‣ Understand that his greatest need is to be saved from his sins.
‣ Pray to believe on Jesus.
‣ Include prayer in his everyday life.

Reminders
God cares about both the needs and the wants of those who follow Him. Let the children know that in this 
lesson we are talking about “needs,” but we will talk about “wants” in a few weeks.
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Bible Story Elisha MEets Two Women [2 kings 4]

recommended visuals
‣ flashcard visuals of Elisha at the school of the prophets, the woman and her two sons with the jars of 

oil, the woman with her husband and child, Elisha raising the boy from the dead
background
‣ Elisha was a prophet of God. He was a teacher at the school of the prophets. A prophet was a person 

who God spoke to and gave messages to for His people. Prophets usually had to tell people hard 
messages, which meant that a lot of people did not like them. Elisha, just like many other prophets, 
had to ask God for what he needed. 

story
‣ Retell the story from 2 Kings 4:1-37. 
conclusion
‣ God provided what Elisha and his friends needed when Elisha asked. God will do the same thing for 

His kids now. God wants you to ask Him for what you need!

testimony 
‣ Share a time when you were in need, you asked God for what you needed, and He provided for you.
‣ Share a hard time in your life and how God still gave you joy through this difficult time.
‣ Share about a situation you were facing that seemed impossible. Share how you prayed for God’s help, 

and He gave you all that you needed.
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Challenge
recommended visuals
‣ pictures of Amy Carmichael’s life*, gift box, wrapped, or picture of gifts *, picture of the world*, picture 

of a heart*, verse visual*, key point visuals* 
supplies
‣ a wrapped gift box
introduction
Amy Carmichael was a lady that lived not so very long ago. When she was a little girl, she prayed for blue 
eyes. She had brown eyes, but she really loved blue eyes and she just knew God was going to give her blue 
eyes. She prayed and asked God to give her blue eyes and had faith that He would say “yes.” But God said 
“no.” He knew that one day she was going to need her brown eyes. When Amy grew up, she used her 
brown eyes to disguise herself. She would stain her skin dark brown and dress up like the people around 
her in India, who all had brown eyes and dark skin. She needed to do this to rescue children from the 
temple of a false god. God loved Amy and knew what she would need, even if it wasn’t what she wanted at 
the moment. Amy rescued more than one thousand children that would have had horrible lives without 
Jesus. Even though God did not provide Amy with what she wanted, He always provided what she 
needed. 

key points
God doesn’t give bad gifts. 
‣ Look at all the awesome things God made in creation! Ask the kids to name some of the things God 

made. God made our bodies to heal themselves when we get cut or scrape our skin, He made rain to 
water the earth, He made many good things to enjoy! (Read James 1:17.) Every good gift is from God!

God knows everything. 
‣ God knows the future, and He knows the past. He knows what is in the hearts and minds of people. He 

knows what people want and what is best for them. He knows EVERYTHING! (Read Proverbs 15:3.)
God wants us to ask Him for what we need. 
‣ God doesn’t sit in Heaven and know everything and then do nothing. God loves the people in the 

world. That’s why He sent Jesus, to pay for the sin of the people in the world so they could be His 
children and have a relationship with Him (John 3:16). When His children come to Him and ask Him for 
something, God loves them, and He wants to give them only good things! When we have a need or a 
want, we should ask God, knowing that He knows what is good and loves us so much that He would 
say yes, or no, or even make us wait for a little while. 

conclusion
‣ God wants us to ask Him for what we need. He loves for His kids to talk to Him and ask Him for what 

we need and what we want. In a few weeks we’ll talk about asking God for what you want. 
‣ Invite the unsaved child to ask Jesus to answer his need for a Savior, and believe on Jesus. 
‣ Invite the saved child to go to Jesus for all his wants and needs and trust that God is good and loving 

and powerful.
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 needs Arriving activity

visuals
‣ pictures of a fish, a bird, a plant, and a car*
instruction and application
Show the pictures of the fish, bird, plant, and car and discuss what things each one needs. What does a fish 
need? What does a bird need? What does a plant need? What does a car need to be able to work and go 
places? What does it mean to “need” something?

_

_

 

 Green light gospel presentation

visual
‣ stoplight visual*
supplies
‣ scrap paper, writing utensils

Look at this stoplight visual; it can represent a person’s life. God says that every single person has sinned 
and that we are “stopped” in our relationship with God. God says sin separates us from Him, which is why 
we can’t have a good relationship with Him. Some people believe that if they are really careful they can 
make it to Heaven, or if they are good and do good things then God will let them come to Heaven. The 
Bible says that we are not saved by good works (Ephesians 2:8-9). In Acts 16:31 God does say that if we 
believe on Jesus we will be saved from our sins, which is like God giving us a “green light.”

discussion
Older Team: Ask the team what they think happens to a person who doesn’t know God. Ask them why 
they think those things.  

Younger Team: Draw pictures of different good things they can do. Then go through each picture and ask 
the kids if those things will get them to Heaven. If they say yes, then remind them of what Ephesians 2:8-9 
says. 

Quiet Team: “Can you know who God is and not have a relationship with Him?” Have the team look up the 
verses Acts 16:31 and Ephesians 2:8-9. Give them the opportunity to tell you what they think the Bible is 
saying or just allow them to think about it. You can correct any misunderstanding by explaining the verses 
again. 

Active Team: “What makes a person separated from God?”
Then have them look up Romans 6:23 in the Bible or have them each say one part of the verse while they 
are standing up.

_

✓

✓
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 Delight in memory Verse

visuals
‣ pictures of various things you either need or want (e.g., food, water, clothes, house, bed, toys, TV, etc.)*, 

stoplight visual*, verse visual*

A.G.A.I.N. acrostic 
A  Attention grabber
Have kids look at these pictures and tell which things they believe they really need and which things they 
really want. Allow for discussion; and as they share the things you can “live without”, help them apply the 
same concept to their own lives. We should definitely ask God to provide the things that we need in order 
to live, because He loves talking with us and providing for our needs. There are times when we can ask 
God for the things we want, but we will talk about that more in a few weeks.”

G  God’s Word 
Luke 11:3, “Give us day by day our daily bread.”

A  Awareness

_

_

_

_

I  In their lives
unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

_

_

saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

_

_

N  Number of times

_

review game
Stop and Go (See Handbook for instructions.)

✓
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(continued) Delight in memory Verse

discussion
Older Team: Have your team answer the question, “Is it possible to be disrespectful in the way that you ask 
God to provide for your needs?”

Younger Team: Have the team draw pictures of things that they need. Have the team find things in the 
program site that they need. 

Quiet Team: Have your team write or draw the answer to the question, “Why do you think God provides for 
people’s needs?” Give them the chance to explain their drawings. 

Active Team: Have the team act out how they should ask God for things they need. They could also go on a 
scavenger hunt to find different objects in the room that they need. 

 flashback review questions

story review questions
‣ What can you tell me about the first woman in the story that Elisha met?
‣ What problem did she tell Elisha about?
‣ What was the only item she had in her house?
‣ What was the miracle that happened to the first woman?
‣ To whom did Elisha talk about his problems?
‣ What can you tell me about the second woman in the story that Elisha met?
‣ What problem did the second woman have in her life?
‣ Did God answer Elisha’s prayer to bring the boy back to life?
discussion questions

‣ Will God give you what you want every time you ask Him?
‣ Why do you think God doesn't always answer the way we think He should?

_

_

✓
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 More than enough craft

supplies
‣ coloring page of a container*, decoration supplies
instruction
Give the children each a paper with a container on it. Decorate the container while you discuss the story. 
“A woman told Elisha to go and borrow containers. When she got them she poured oil into them until she 
was out of containers. God provided for her and others. We should ask God for what we need.”

_

 odds and ends additional ideas

Older Team:
‣ Have the children make a list of things that they want/need. Discuss with them about the things God 

wants for their lives. Have them decide what are things on their list they should pray for and what are 
things they probably shouldn’t pray for. Discuss how they decide which things to pray for.

‣ Spend some time praying for things that the children have mentioned.
‣ Make a card for someone they know who is in need.

Younger Team:
‣ Draw things that we need in everyday life (water, food, etc.). Remind the children that God is providing 

for us right now by giving us those things. He takes good care of His creation.
‣ Bring pictures or actual objects that represent needs or wants. Have the kids sort items into categories 

based on whether each item represents a need or want. Talk about what qualifies as a need and what 
is a want. 

Quiet Team:
‣ Take the Power Phrase and turn it into a question. Ex: Power Phrase: "I Should Ask God For What I 

Need!" Question: Why should we ask God for what we need? How do we ask God for what we need? 
When should we ask God for what we need?

‣ List different items that someone would need or want. If the item is something they need, they hold 
up one finger in the air. If the item is something they want, they hold up two fingers. 

Active Team:
‣ List different things you need and want. Have the kids stand up when things you need are listed 

(water, food, etc.). 
‣ Go on a “scavenger hunt” for things in the program site that we need. 

_

_
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