
Dear God...

Teach us to pray
lesson 2

power phrase My Relationship with god is important!
memory verse Luke 11:2a 

Dear God...
Help me 

through this!
why am 
i here?

Wh
y?

where are you?Can I trust you?

Do you love me?

what do i do?

Thank 
You!

I’m Sorry.

Are you 
Real?

why 
would 

you care 
about 

me?
How do i get to 

heaven?
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Goals 
The child will...
‣ Hear that God’s name is special.
‣ Know that he can talk to this holy God.
‣ Believe that Jesus is God’s way of salvation.
‣ Pray to believe on Jesus.
‣ Include prayer in his everyday life.

Reminders
Help the kids understand that prayer is a conversation, and that we can talk to God any time of the day or 
night. 
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Bible Story Paul’s life – before and after salvation [Acts 7:58-8:1a; 9:1-19]

recommended supplies
‣ flashcard visuals of Saul persecuting the church, Saul coming to Ananias, and Paul writing/traveling to 

churches after conversion
background
‣ After Jesus went back to Heaven, there was a man named Saul that lived in Israel. He was a Pharisee 

and well-respected by other Jewish leaders. He aimed to follow the Law of God word for word.
‣ Saul didn’t believe that the Law spoke of Jesus. He thought Jesus was just another man and not the 

Son of God. He began to hurt those who believed that Jesus was God. He approved the stoning of a 
Christian named Stephen. Saul actively persecuted those that believed that Jesus was God. He started 
going house to house and dragging those that were Christians to prison.

story
‣ Retell the story from Acts 7:58-8:1a; 9:1-19.
conclusion
‣ Remember how Saul arrested and killed Christians? After receiving the Holy Spirit, he became a 

completely different person. He started to go by a different name, Paul. Paul’s relationship with God 
was so important that it changed his whole life! Paul traveled to many places around the world to tell 
others about Jesus. Paul also wrote several books of the New Testament. Think about that – the same 
man that killed people for believing that Jesus was God would end up writing parts of the Bible. Jesus 
radically changed Paul’s life!  

testimony 
‣ Share the story of when you chose to make Jesus the Boss of your life.
‣ Share the changes you have seen God work in your life since you have believed on Jesus.
‣ Share a time when you had to choose to honor God with your actions or to do what everyone else was 

doing. What choice did you make? What were the consequences, good or bad, of that choice?
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Challenge
recommended visuals
‣ pictures of people interacting together*, visuals for the key points*, verse visual*
introduction
‣ Use a volunteer to act out what a relationship looks like. Act like total strangers at first, demonstrating 

that you have no relationship, then slowly asking questions to get to know each other better. Explain 
to the kids that this is like the relationships that we have. The more you know about a person and the 
more time you spend with them, the closer you are. This is like our relationship with God, too. 

‣ When God created people, He made them in His image. He created them to want to have 
relationships. A relationship is the connection or friendship one person has with another person. You 
have a relationship with your friends, family, leaders, and many other people. Relationships get 
stronger when we invest time in them. Think about what you and your best friend like to do together. 
Doing things together with your best friend is investing in that relationship. We need to be wise about 
what relationships we invest in.

key points
We need good relationships with other people.
‣ Not every relationship is good for us. Some people may be mean to us. Others may not necessarily be 

mean, but they may get us into trouble. We need relationships that will help us make wise decisions 
and lead us away from sin. While no one is perfect, we need to seek out relationships that will 
encourage us to be who God created us to be. These are the relationships that we should pursue.

God wants a relationship with us. 
‣ Before sin entered the world, people enjoyed a direct relationship with God. Sin, however, broke that 

relationship with God and separated man from God. The punishment for sin is death, so the only way 
to restore the relationship was by sacrifice—someone had to die in our place. That is why God sent His 
only Son Jesus to be the final Sacrifice, to die in our place, so that we can have a relationship with God 
(1 John 4:14)! When we believe that Jesus is God and accept Him as the Savior of our life, we enter into 
a relationship with Him! This relationship is not something we deserve, but God loves us despite our 
sin!

My relationship with God is important.
‣ While our relationships with other people are important, our relationship with God should be the 

center of our lives. In today’s story, after Paul believed on Jesus, God became the most important 
relationship in his life. We can build this relationship with God by praying, reading the Bible, and 
worshiping Him. Following God is not always easy, but He promises to never leave us nor forsake us 
(Hebrews 13:5b).

conclusion
‣ Invite the saved child to think of ways to make their relationship with God more important.
‣ Invite the unsaved child to speak with a leader on how to enter into a relationship with God.



small group content

5

 Heaven Arriving activity

Supplies
‣ paper for each child, coloring tools

Ask the kids what they think Heaven will be like. Have the kids draw their ideas on their pieces of paper 
and see what each child's unique perspective is. Share pictures, if time allows.

_

_

 

 Tickets gospel presentation

visual
‣ picture of a ticket*, "What’s the Problem?" visual*, "What’s the Solution?" visual *
instruction and application
Imagine you are planning to go on a really cool vacation to a beautiful place. You can’t drive there so you 
have to take an airplane. When you get to the airport you don’t have a ticket to ride the airplane. You tell 
the woman at the airline desk to please let you on the plane because you really want to go on your 
vacation, but she says, “I’m sorry. The only way you can get on the plane is with a ticket.” The Bible tells us 
the same is true about Heaven. The only way we can get to Heaven is if we choose to believe on Jesus and 
ask God to be the Boss of our life. 
Discussion (older, younger, quiet and active)
Review “What’s the Problem?” and “What’s the Solution?” posters of the Foundational Gospel Truths 
Outline. 

_

_

✓
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 Special Place memory Verse

visuals
‣ pictures to represent understood truths about Heaven*, verse visual*, diminishing verse papers*

A.G.A.I.N. acrostic 
A Attention grabber
Heaven is a very special place that is different from anything we’ve ever seen, which makes it hard to 
understand. There were a few people whom God allowed to see Heaven. They tried to write down what 
they saw, but it was hard to explain. In Heaven people will be righteous; we will have new bodies and new 
natures. Although we still won’t be able to understand everything, we’ll understand a lot more about God. 
In Heaven we will be able to see people we’ve never met, and we’ll get rewards for serving God. Most 
importantly, Heaven is where we will get to be with God in person all of the time. In this verse, Jesus is 
teaching us to pray and says we should remember how holy or special God’s name is.

G God’s Word 
Luke 11:2a, “Our Father in Heaven, Hallowed be Your name.”

A Awareness

_

_

_

_

I  In their lives
unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

_

_

saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

_

_

N Number of times

_

review game
Diminishing Verse (See Handbook for instructions.)

✓
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(continued) Special PLace memory Verse

discussion
Older Team: Ask the team if it matters how we talk to God and why. Ask the team what honor is and whom 
they honor. 

Younger Team: Talk about the special names we have for important people (Grandma, Mom, Mrs. Smith, 
etc.). Ask the team why they think Jesus told us we should remember how special God’s name is. Have kids 
give examples of good ways to use God’s name (in prayer, songs, etc.). 

Quiet Team: Ask the team to write on a piece of paper one reason why we should honor God. Put those 
pieces of paper in a box, and then randomly select the pieces of paper from the box to read aloud and 
discuss. 

Active Team: Ask the team for different ways they have shown honor to someone. Ask the team how they 
can show honor to God. Have them act out their answers. 

 flashback review questions

story review questions
‣ What name did Paul go by before he knew Jesus?

‣ Why did Paul's life change?

‣ What kind of person was Paul before he met Jesus?

‣ What kind of person was Paul after he met Jesus?

‣ How did Paul find out he needed a relationship with God?

‣ What happened to Paul's sight after Jesus spoke to him?

‣ Who visited Paul in the city of Damascus?

‣ What happened when Ananias obeyed God and visited Paul?

discussion questions

‣ How do your actions affect those around you? How do others' actions affect you?

‣ How can God still change people's lives today? 

_

_

✓
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 A card for god craft

supplies
‣ ½-sheet construction paper, coloring supplies (crayons, colored pencils, markers), decorating supplies 

(pom-poms, stickers, glitter)
instruction
Explain how we honor people on their birthdays by giving them cards. Give the children a ½-sheet of 
construction paper. Have them write a letter to God or draw pictures to God. After writing/drawing, have 
the children decorate the cards. Explain to them how important our relationship with God is. 

_

 odds and ends additional ideas
Older Team:
‣ Recite the Lord’s Prayer as a group. Discuss what each part means.
‣ Discuss different ways that they can show honor and respect to God, to their parents, to their leaders, 

to peers, and to themselves.
‣ Make a “contrast and compare” list of words and actions of honor/dishonor and respect/disrespect.

Younger Team:
‣ Have the children take turns telling you a name that they like or wish they had. At the end tell them 

some names of God and talk about how special God’s name is.
‣ Make the face of a baby doll dirty. Explain to the children that our lives are dirty and sinful, but when 

we make the choice to believe on Jesus, God cleanses us from all unrighteousness. Let the kids help 
clean the baby's face.

Quiet Team:
‣ Whisper sing some songs that the children sang in Large Group.
‣ Play "Catch the Verse." Have some object that can be rolled or passed around. Roll/pass the object 

while everyone says the verse. When either the verse ends or the leader says "Freeze" or "Catch," the 
child that has the object must try to say the verse on their own or answer a question about the verse 
that the leader proposes.

Active Team:
‣ Have each child stand up one at a time and tell what is important to them. 
‣ Sing a song from Large Group. Use hand motions and simple body movements.

_

_
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