
Dear God...

Teach us to pray
lesson 1

power phrase Prayer is how we talk to god!
memory verse Luke 18:1b 

Dear God...
Help me 

through this!
why am 
i here?

Wh
y?

where are you?Can I trust you?

Do you love me?

what do i do?

Thank 
You!

I’m Sorry.

Are you 
Real?

why 
would 

you care 
about 

me?
How do i get to 

heaven?



 At
 a 
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Goals 
The child will...
‣ Hear that prayer is how we talk to God.
‣ Understand that he can pray to God.
‣ Know that God wants him to talk with Him.
‣ Pray to believe on Jesus.
‣ Include prayer in his everyday life.

Reminders
The children come from a variety of backgrounds and home situations. They may have very different ideas 
of what prayer is. You can take time during this lesson to hear what they understand prayer to be. Use your 
time with them to help them see what God says about prayer.
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Bible Story Jesus Teaches On Prayer [Luke 18:1-8]

recommended visuals
‣ flashcard visuals of Jesus teaching a crowd, the unjust judge and the woman
background
‣ Jesus often would go to where a crowd was and start teaching the people about God. Many times, 

Jesus would tell stories that were actually parables. A parable is a story with a hidden meaning, like a 
treasure. In order to find the hidden meaning, people have to really listen to the parable and think 
about it. Jesus knew that the people who really wanted to know about God would search for the 
meaning of the parables and find out.

story
‣ Retell the story from Luke 18:1-8.
conclusion
‣ Jesus wanted people to understand that God is better than the unjust judge. He will help those who 

follow His way. 
‣ Jesus wanted people to know that they can talk to God in prayer. Prayer is how you can talk to God 

too! 

testimony 
‣ Share a time when you saw God answer your prayers in the way that you had hoped.
‣ Share a time when you saw God answer your prayers in a different way then you had hoped. Describe 

how you realized that God's plans are always better.
‣ Share how being in constant prayer and communication with God has changed your relationship with 

Him.
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Challenge
recommended visuals
‣ pictures  of telephones throughout history*, key point visuals*, verse visual*
introduction
‣ Explain how phone usage has changed over time, using pictures. Give examples of how rare phones 

used to be, comparing how commonplace they are now, which makes people more accessible to each 
other than ever before. 

‣ Ask what would it be like if there was a telephone to talk to God? Would there be only one? Would 
people have to wait in a long line to talk to Him? If everyone wanted to talk on the phone to Him, no 
one would get to talk for very long. That would be very sad and hard. Fortunately, God made a way 
that everyone can talk to Him at any time. 

key points
Prayer is how we talk to God.
‣ We get to know others better by talking with them and listening to them. God talks to us through His 

Word, the Bible. We can pray to God, and that means talking with Him.
God wants people to pray to Him. (Philippians 4:6)
‣ You can talk with God at any time and at any place. God wants you to bring your worries and needs    

to Him.
God always answers prayer. (1 John 5:14-15)
‣ Sometimes He says “yes,” and other times He says “no” or “wait.”
God wants people to pray to believe on Jesus. (Acts 16:31, Romans 10:13)
‣ When a person prays to believe on Jesus, he needs to admit that he has sinned. He also needs to 

believe that Jesus was God’s way to save us from the punishment for our sins. He should want to 
follow Jesus with his life. When a person prays to believe on Jesus, he becomes part of God’s family.

conclusion
‣ We talked about having a phone that we could use to talk to God, but the wait would be so long. God 

made a way for us to be able to talk with Him at any time and in any place! 
‣ Invite the unsaved child to talk with a leader about believing on Jesus.
‣ Challenge the saved child to spend time praying to God.
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 Communication Arriving activity

visuals
‣ pictures of ways to communicate (people talking in person, cell phone, letters, computer)*
supplies
‣ paper for each child, coloring tools

Ask kids to think of some ways that we can talk to others. See what kinds of answers the kids give. People 
talk with each other in person, with computers, sometimes with letters, and other ways. One way is talking 
on the phone. There are many different types of phones, but they all have one purpose – for people to talk 
with each other. Direct the children to design a phone on their piece of paper.

_
_

 

 Friends gospel presentation

visual
‣ foundational Gospel Truth visuals*
supplies
‣ scrap paper, writing tools
instruction and application
Do you have a friend that you talk to about everything? You even tell them your biggest secrets. We can 
talk to God the same way we talk to our best friends. Talking to God is called prayer. When God hears His 
children’s prayers He always answers them. Some people may think that God is everyone’s Father, but 
that’s not true. God created everyone, but He is not everyone’s Father. The way to become a child of God is 
to pray and admit your sins, believe on Jesus, and choose to follow God with your life. 
discussion
Older Team: Ask the team to share different things they pray about. Ask them why it’s important to make a 
decision to become a part of God’s family. Review the Foundational Gospel Truths. 

Younger Team: Ask the team what prayer is. Talk to the team about when and where they can pray. Go 
around the group and have each child tell you somewhere they can pray to God. Discuss how God always 
answers His children’s prayers. Review the Foundation Gospel Truths.

Quiet Team: Give them each a piece of paper and have them write down prayer requests. Talk about 
different ways to pray to God. Ask them why it’s important to make a decision to become a part of God’s 
family. Review the Foundational Gospel Truths. 

Active Team: Play a game of telephone. Ask the team to share different things they pray about. Ask them 
why it’s important to make a decision to become a part of God’s family. Review the Foundational Gospel 
Truths. 

_

✓

✓
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 Always Pray memory Verse

visuals
‣ verse visual*, pictures of a fire station, firefighter, and a fire truck*, paper with the questions: Why is it 

important to pray?; What do you pray about?; When can you pray?; Where can you pray?; How often 
can you pray?*

supplies
‣ scrap paper, a small box, coloring tools

A.G.A.I.N. acrostic 
A  Attention grabber
Jesus told His disciples that people should always pray. They should not quit believing or trusting God, and 
they definitely should not quit praying to Him. It’s like a firefighter. He doesn’t wear his suit all day, but he 
makes sure his chief knows where he is and all of his supplies are ready to go. Christians are always 
supposed to be ready too. They should be ready to confess sin to God, to ask for forgiveness, and to thank 
Him. Christians need to keep believing and never stop praying. 

G  God’s Word 
Luke 18:1b, “Men ought to always pray and not lose heart.”

A  Awareness

_

_

_

_

I  In their lives
unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)

_

_

saved child (questions to ask a saved child)

_

_

N  Number of times

_

review game
Crazy Stand Ups (See Handbook for instructions.)

✓
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(continued) Always Pray memory Verse

discussion
Older Team: Ask the kids to tell you different things they pray for. Ask them how they think they are 
supposed to pray. Discuss why it’s important for God’s children to pray. 

Younger Team: Discuss with the team how and when they can pray. Ask the kids if God hears them if they 
are praying inside their mind. Ask where they can pray (school, home, on the bus, etc.), and ask the team 
how often they can pray to God.

Quiet Team: Have each child write down or draw a picture of what they pray about and invite each child to 
share what they wrote or drew. Ask the team what they pray about, how often they pray, and if they think 
God hears them when they pray.

Active Team: Write down these questions on separate pieces of paper: Why is it important to pray?; What 
do you pray about?; When can you pray?; Where can you pray?; How often can you pray? Place the 
questions in a box, have each child draw a question, and stand up to answer. 

 flashback review questions

story review questions

‣ Why did Jesus tell this story?

‣ What kind of person was the judge? 

‣ How is God different from the judge?

‣ Why did the judge decide to give the woman what she wanted?

‣ Why should we pray?

‣ How can someone become God’s child?
discussion questions
‣ What is prayer?
‣ How does a person pray? Does it need to be a certain way?

_

_

✓
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 Don’t Lose Heart craft

supplies
‣ red construction paper, coloring supplies (crayons, colored pencils, markers)
instruction
Give each child a paper heart. (Older teams can make their own hearts.) Write the Memory Verse on the 
heart. Luke 18:1b, “Men ought always to pray and not lose heart.” Decorate the paper heart.

_

 odds and ends additional ideas

Older Team:
‣ Have children share a time when they have seen God answer their prayers.
‣ Have children write out a prayer to God.
‣ Share prayer requests and praises and do a pop-corn prayer with the group. This is the type of prayer 

where anyone who wants to can pray. Explain to the kids that prayer is not just about asking God for 
things but also praising Him for who He is. Practice praying to praise God with the children.

Younger Team:
‣ Take turns praying. Teach the children that prayer is how we can talk to God. Write down the things 

you can pray about on a poster board that can be put up on the wall in your Small Group each week. 
You can add different items to the list every week.

‣ Take the Memory Verse or Power Phrase into a song or rhythmic chant (incorporate snapping or 
clapping hands onto legs).

Quiet Team:
‣ Play "Add to the Picture"- Once your team has cleaned up, take one piece of paper for the group and 

hand each child one crayon. Go around in a circle asking each child for their crayon as well as 
something we can pray about to draw. Use their crayon to draw the picture; then hand it back to them. 
Go on to the next child, using their crayons and their ideas to create a picture (that you draw).

‣ Use play dough to make different things you can pray to God about.

Active Team:
‣ Review the verse in different voices. Let the kids take turns picking out different, silly voices.
‣ Create a team name and poster for your Small Group. Have the kids pick out a name and mascot.

_

_
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