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overview
To succeed in inner-city ministry, we need to get out into the community. This means meeting 
people and having a presence in the community. At Novo, we take time to intentionally connect 
with parents, guardians, and others in the community.

meet and greet
A Meet and Greet provides an opportunity to distribute !yers, meet children who may attend 
Novo Bible Club, and inform children and guardians about available programs. At a Meet and 
Greet, we let children and guardians know when club begins, gather children to attend club, and 
answer any questions parents or guardians may have. 

Meet and Greet events usually happen twice a year — at the beginning of the school year and 
before summer programming begins.

canvassing
Canvassing happens at apartment and housing project sites each week. Volunteers go to the 
homes of program attendees, remind them about programming, and walk the children to the 
program site. 

We do this to make sure as many children as possible get to attend programming and to provide a 
helpful service to parents and guardians.

visitation
Visitation is an effective way to establish relationships with guardians of participants and to 
develop relationships with the children. 

Visitation gives us a chance to remind children about Novo Bible Club, answer questions, 
encourage the children, and deepen relationships.

on-site reminders
• Always notify property managers before canvassing or visiting at apartments or housing 

projects. Get permission from school principals before you distribute !iers on or near school 
property.

• Always work in teams of two or more. You should stay within sight and earshot of  each other.
• Stay alert in these neighborhoods and always keep a cell phone accessible.
• When you talk with parents and guardians, be gracious and give well-thought-out responses.
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be prepared to communicate with parents and guardians
• Tell them who can attend Novo Bible Club (children in K4 - 5th grade, or 4 - 12 years).
• Let them know where the program is located.
• Tell them when club is held (day and time).
• Talk clearly and slowly, be friendly, and introduce yourself #rst.

from the founder
Any time you spend in the neighborhood introducing people to who we are and what we do is 
time well spent!  Most of your relationships with parents, grandparents, guardians, and neighbors 
will start with contact during a "Meet and Greet" or canvassing. Seize the opportunity to be kind 
and courteous and create a favorable impression. This is your chance to start wonderful 
relationships.
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