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overview
A quick glimpse into any of the communities we serve reveals many tragic situations. As you walk 
through one of our inner-city neighborhoods, you will !rst see the undeniable evidence of 
poverty. But as you look closer, you will see broken relationships that produce countless academic, 
social, relational, mental, emotional, and spiritual needs.

Children from under-resourced, inner-city communities have many needs. Here in Oklahoma, 
Novo connects faithful, loving mentors with children to address root issues, and guide them to 
reach their full potential. Mentors provide much-needed moral, character, and spiritual 
development for children. These mentor relationships positively change the community.

from community leadership
Mick Cornett, Mayor of Oklahoma City: ”One area where we have work to do is our inner-

city district. And if you ask ten people why this is so, you are likely to get ten different 

responses. But none of that finger- pointing is going to get us very far. Here is what I believe 

will get us heading in the right direction. First of all, changes in state law on several fronts... 

two, the continual benevolence of our philanthropic community... and three, the 

acknowledgement that if you live in this community, this is ‘your’ problem and we’re going to 

need ‘your’ help to fix it. But fix it, we will.” 

a quick look at our city
The Oklahoma KIDSCOUNT data books, Annie E. Casey Foundation, and 
www.datacenter.kidscount.org are some of the best places to get statistics and data on our kids. 
This year, the KIDSCOUNT report focused on four key areas affecting child well-being: economic 
well-being, education, health, and family and community. The entire report is available online. The 
information below contains key statistics and data from the past few years.

poverty
As of 2011, the poverty rate for Oklahoma City’s children was 28%. More than 43,000 children live 
in poverty. Despite this dismal statistic, it is important to recognize that poverty is not the only 
challenge affecting these precious children. Violence, crime, divorce, alcoholism, prostitution, and 
drug abuse are just some of the realities in many of their lives.
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incarcerated parents
The state’s incarceration rate for women is 128 per 100,000 residents compared to the national 
average of 65 per 100,000. More than 4,500 Oklahoma children have a mother in prison. Oklahoma 
leads the nation in the rate of women sent to prison and is ranked 4th in the rate of male 
incarceration. 3% of Oklahoma children have a mother, father, or both parents in jail.

involvement of children with drugs and alcohol
Before the age of 13, 1 in 4 children drink alcohol (25.2%); 1 in 10 (9.4%) try marijuana. In addition, 
6% of all of Oklahoma children under age 18 suffer from drug or alcohol addiction.

children in single-parent / guardian families
In the latest recorded year, 38% (or over 55,000) of Oklahoma City’s children lived in single-parent 
homes.

abused and neglected children
39 children died from abuse or neglect in the latest recorded year. 45 out of 1,000 children in 
Oklahoma are subjects of investigation due to a report of neglect or abuse.

juvenile crime
An average of 599 Oklahoma youths between the ages of 10 - 17 are arrested each year for 
committing a violent crime. In Oklahoma County, children and youth account for roughly 1 in 6 
arrests (15.9%).

gang activity
There are more than 5,150 identi!ed gang members and over 120 gang sets in the greater 
Oklahoma City area. Children as young as 8 years old have been con!rmed as gang members.

academic challenges
According to the 2012 KIDSCOUNT data book, only 27% of Oklahoma’s 4th graders are pro!cient  
in reading as of 2011. An average of 14 high-school students drop out of school each day. Our 
state’s graduation rate is purportedly just 7 out of every 10 students who should be graduating 
actually do.

teen pregnancies
Almost 2,400 babies were born to Oklahoma girls 17 years of age and younger in the latest 
recorded year. 93 of these new mothers were aged 14 and younger. Only 4 other states have a 
higher teen birth rate.
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from the founder
While these statistics may seem bleak and overwhelming, we can change them.  We have the 
amazing privilege to bring hope and light to a dark world. Acts 26:17b – 18 says, "I now send you 
to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to 
God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sancti!ed 
by faith in Me.'" 

God can and will use you to change these realities in our inner city!
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