
1 Timothy 3:1-3
Qualifications for God’s Shepherds



Review

� This is a letter from Paul to Timothy

� Timothy was left in Ephesus to charge certain person not to teach 
false doctrine (1 Tim 1:3)

� Paul’s purpose in writing to Timothy, that he would know how one 
ought to behave in the household of God (1 Tim 3:15)

� Last half of chapter 2 dealt with the roles of men and women in 
corporate worship



The 
praiseworthy 
task of an 
overseer (1)

The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, 
he desires a noble task.

The saying is trustworthy – certain, inevitable, sure

� Paul uses this phrase 5 times in his letters to Timothy and Titus to 
affirm the truth and refute false doctrines

� 1 Timothy 1:15, 1 Timothy 4:9, 2 Timothy 2:11, Titus 3:8

� Paul uses the phrase here to affirm the office of overseer & 
encourage those who aspire to pursue it

� Noble task – praiseworthy, good, excellent in its nature

� The church is God’s blood bought people – Acts 20:28

� Elder’s shepherd, steward, and care for God’s people



The 
praiseworthy 
task of an 
overseer (1)

� Why does Paul draw extra attention to the nobleness of the task?

� It is possible that false teachers were bringing about a distrust of 
leaders and a reluctance in the body of taking up the responsibility 
of leadership 

� Can we relate as we look at what is happening in our culture?

� Can we relate as we look at our church?

� Yet Paul writes that the office of overseer is to be aspired to

� Aspire - to exert much effort or energy for something



Overseers 
must display 
time tested, 
observable, 
godly 
character (2-3)

� Therefore an overseer must be above reproach

� Because of the nature of the office, there are qualifications the 
position demands

� Above reproach – a summarization of the remaining qualities and 
characteristics

� Not deserving or worthy of rebuke or criticism

� “It has in mind mainly aspects of behavior (inward and outward) 
that have observable results, and as a measurement it signifies 
that no grounds for reproach or blame have been found” – The 
Letters to Timothy and Titus, Philip Towner

� Blameless, not sinless – 1 John 1:7-9

� Elders are not sinless, but they have a Savior who is!  Colossians 
1:22 



Overseers 
must display 
time tested, 
observable, 
godly 
character (2-3)

� David Mathis – “What we’re looking for in our pastor-elders, in 
essence, is normal, healthy, model Christianity.”

� Not superstars, and not professionals, but blood bought saints 
working out their salvation with fear and trembling knowing that 
it is God who works to will and to work for His good pleasure 
(Philippians 2:12-13)

� Elders are to model normal, healthy Christianity – elders are to set 
an example for the flock – 1 Peter 5:3

� Above reproach becomes the backdrop to the remaining 
qualifications



Overseers 
must display 
time tested, 
observable, 
godly 
character (2-3)

� …the husband of one wife…

� Literally – a one-woman man

� It is important to look at the list and context of Paul’s instructions
� The list of qualifications all require time for testing and observation

� Paul is looking for the man to display a faithful reputation in his 
marriage

� Marriage is a picture of Christ and His bride
� Is the man loving his wife like Christ loved the church? (Ephesians 

5:25)
� Faithfully, sacrificially

� Is he faithfully guarding his heart from sexual impurity and the 
lusts of the eyes? (Matthew 5:28)



Overseers 
must display 
time tested, 
observable, 
godly 
character (2-3)

� …sober-minded…
- Temperate - not given to any extremes, particularly in thought
- Balanced, sober thinking
- To be watchful and observant of things going on around him and 

balanced in his assessment.  – Philip Towner

� …self-controlled…

� Moderate - wisely keeping self-control over one’s passions and 
desires

� Temperate, prudent

� This is tied together with sober-minded, yet it is referring to 
behavior and impulses



Overseers 
must display 
time tested, 
observable, 
godly 
character (2-3)

� …respectable…
- Becoming or proper
- A well-ordered life
- Honorable and dignified bearing

� These four together (the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable) give the sense of a reputation of being 
faithful, balanced, prudent, and well-ordered



Overseers 
must display 
time tested, 
observable, 
godly 
character (2-3)

� …hospitable…
- disposed to treat guests and strangers with generosity
- Dangers of travel in 1st century
- No widespread social welfare programs or unemployment 

benefits
- Poverty and hunger far more evident than what see or know here 

in the west
- How can we be hospitable today?

� …able to teach…
- Skillful in teaching
- Know the word and teach it to others

- Titus 1:9 



Overseers 
must display 
time tested, 
observable, 
godly 
character (2-3)

� …not a drunkard…
- Important to note that Paul is not prohibiting the drinking of 

wine/alcohol, but drunkenness
- Paul encourages Timothy to drink wine for his stomach and 

ailments (1 Tim 5:23)
- The bible speaks of wine as a sign of God’s blessings

� Prov 3:9-10
- Jesus first miracle was turning water in wine (John 2:7-8)
- This ties into sober-minded above – avoiding extremes
- Often drunkenness leads to other indiscretions and sins



Overseers 
must display 
time tested, 
observable, 
godly 
character (2-3)

� …not violent…
- A cruel and brutal person; one who is ready with a blow; 

contentious
- Ties in with self-control above.  One who is violent lacks self-

control
- James 1:19 – we ought to be quick to hear, slow to speak, and 

slow to become angry

� …but gentle…
- The opposite of violent; not harsh or cruel
- Reasonable, kind, fair; having the ability to defer to others, not 

regarding the truth, but in personal rights



Overseers 
must display 
time tested, 
observable, 
godly 
character (2-3)

� …not quarrelsome…
- Peaceable; not contentious
- Just like above, an elder is not to be violent in behavior, and also 

not quarrelsome in words and conversations
- This is a characteristic of the false teachers (1 Tim 6:4)



Overseers 
must display 
time tested, 
observable, 
godly 
character (2-3)

� …not a lover of money…
- Not greedy for gain (financially)
- Jesus speaks to this in his sermon on the mount:

- We cannot serve two masters (Matt 6:24)
- We are to seek first the kingdom of God (Matt 6:33)
- This ties into being hospitable above – a heart to be generous

- One who is a lover of money holds onto it as his god, his source 
security, and his happiness


