
John 17:6-10
Lessons we learn as Jesus 

prays for His disciples



Jesus affirms that the people God gives Him obey God’s word (17:6)

“6 I have manifested your name to the people”

◦One aspects of the mission of Jesus on the earth was to make known the 
attributes of God behind the Messianic mission designed by God to save His 
people
◦ John 1:18 

◦The glory of God’s holiness and justice are revealed
◦ John 3:36 

◦The glory of God’s love and mercy are revealed
◦ John 3:16 



Jesus affirms that the people God gives Him obey God’s word (17:6)

“whom you gave me out of the world.”

◦The revelation of God that Jesus made on the earth was not made universally

◦ Jesus reveals His Father to those His Father specifically gave to Him out of 
the world

◦This prayer is consistent with the previous teaching of Jesus
◦ John 6:37 
◦ John 6:44 

◦ John 6:65 



Jesus affirms that the people God gives Him obey God’s word (17:6)

“Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.”

◦ Jesus describes those given to Him by the Father as those who kept His word

◦ “word” - singular, refers to the gospel message of Jesus, not all the particulars
◦ There are specifics of the teaching of Jesus that the disciples fail to understand
◦ There are also ways they fail to obey and ways they will forsake Jesus very soon
◦ Yet they stand out among the people as those who are devoted to Jesus
◦ John 6:66–69 

◦They risked their reputations and safety to follow Jesus

◦They are works in progress, just like you and I



Followers of Jesus recognize the divine resources of Jesus (17:7-8)
“7 Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you.” – At the 
present time the disciples acknowledge the divine resources of Jesus
8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them 
and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that 
you sent me.

◦They are convinced His life and ministry are tied to His eternal roots as God of 
very God

◦They accept that His teaching comes with the wisdom and authority of heaven

◦They don’t completely understand everything Jesus shares with them

◦ But they do believe what He shares are the very words of God



Jesus prays specifically for His people (17:9)
9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you 
have given me, for they are yours.

◦ Jesus makes it clear that His prayer is not for the people of the world

◦ Jesus is expressing specific attentiveness to those given to Him who are following 
Him

◦The children of God are granted special favor and receive particular attention

◦We have hope because we have been blessed with God’s favor

◦The world has no hope because it does not stand in the favor of God

◦We are what we are by God’s grace and mercy
◦ Ephesians 2:8–9 



Those in possession of the Father and the Son bring glory to the unified 
Godhead (17:10)
“10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine,”

◦The Father's ownership of the disciples is equally Jesus' ownership of the 
disciples

◦Only God can make such a claim

“and I am glorified in them.”

◦What God inspired and initiated for them at that time, will become much 
more refined and impowered

◦As it was for them, so it is for us!



Questions to Consider
◦How would you describe your gratefulness to God for giving you to Jesus as 
a soul to redeem?

◦What ways come to your mind that reveal you are keeping the word of 
Jesus?

◦How does your heart respond to the truth that you, in contrast to the world, 
have been given by God to Jesus?

◦How have you grown as a follower of Jesus to see the glory of the Godhead 
in life?
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