
John 17:1-5

The Centrality of Glory in the 
Lord’s Prayer to His Father



God the Father and God the Son are glorified 
through the provision of eternal life (17:1-3)

• “1When Jesus had spoken these words” – John’s summation of the farewell 
discourse recorded in chapters 14-16

• “he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said,” – It is likely that Jesus has His eyes 
wide open and lifts His face toward the sky
• This is a common way for Jesus to address the exalted presence of His Father in heaven

• Mark 7:34

• John 11:41 

• It is good to use a variety of postures in prayer, but it is the posture of our heart that is of 
greatest importance



God the Father and God the Son are glorified 
through the provision of eternal life (17:1-3)

“Father, the hour has come;”
• A future time or hour is referenced earlier in John’s gospel with regard to the 

mission of Jesus
• John 7:6–8 
• John 7:30 
• John 8:20 

• The hour has arrived for the culmination of the gospel work of Jesus – “Father, the 
hour has come” 

“glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you,”
• The cross is the means for sinful men and women to become forgiven and cleansed 

sons and daughters of God
• Colossians 2:13–15



God the Father and God the Son are glorified 
through the provision of eternal life (17:1-3)

“2 since you have given him authority over all flesh”
• The Lord Jesus has dominion over the whole world
• His crucifixion, resurrection and exaltation proclaim His rule and reign over all mankind 

• Philippians 2:8–11 
“to give eternal life to all whom you have give him.” 
• All authority belongs to Jesus to grant eternal life to all those the Father has given to Him
• Eternal life comes to those whom God chooses to bless with saving love and mercy
• This blessing is not earned by performance or any type of attractiveness
• People are chosen by God for salvation for the purpose of putting His abounding grace and 

mercy on display for eternity
• Romans 9:14–16 

• People are selected before time to be granted life and mercy in time to the glory of God’s 
amazing grace
• Ephesians 1:3-14



God the Father and God the Son are glorified 
through the provision of eternal life (17:1-3)

“And this is eternal life that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ who you have sent.”
• In this prayer, Jesus defines eternal life
• Those with no saving knowledge of Jesus Christ exist forever separated from the goodness of God to suffer 

punishment for sin eternally
• Mark 9:43–48 

• Those who are granted the saving knowledge of God in Christ will live forever, blessed for days without end 
by the goodness of God
• Revelation 21:3–4 

• Jesus says the eternal life given to His redeemed people is characterized by knowing the only true God
• The biblical concept of knowledge involves an intimate relationship that develops with a growing awareness 

of God’s glory and goodness
• This deep and abiding relational connection is for all those God saves 

• Jeremiah 31:34
• Hebrews 8:11 

• The knowledge of God is initiated in this life and abides with growing intensity forever
• There is no saving knowledge of God that does not involve the knowledge of Jesus as Savior and Lord (“and 

Jesus Christ who you have sent.”)



God the Father is glorified on earth by the incarnate Son 
completing the work of salvation (17:4)

• “I glorified you on earth,” – by His incarnation, Jesus brings the light of truth to 
earth in a visible manner that glorifies God
• John 1:14 

• “having accomplished the work that you gave me to do.” 
• Jesus speaks of His work as an accomplished fact



Jesus anticipates His return to eternal glory 
with His Father (17:5)

• “And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence” - once again He will 
receive the glory of heaven with His Father

• “with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.” – expresses the 
preexistent glory of Jesus prior to His incarnation
• John 1:1–3 

• Through His incarnation, Jesus willing set aside the glory that characterizes 
His exalted place as God
• Philippians 2:5–7 

• With a glorified resurrected body, Jesus will return to heaven, receiving the 
glory that is rightfully His as God



Questions to Consider

• As you contemplate the prayer of Jesus to His Father, how is your 
heart stirred by the realization that the glorious Father of Jesus is 
your Father because of the work of Jesus?
• What does the statement, “All the ground is level at the foot of the 

cross,” mean to you?
• In light of this passage, how would you describe eternal life to 

someone?
• How do you see the glory of God the Father and the glory of God 

the Son as priorities for your life?
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