
John 16:25-33
THE HUMBLING REALITY OF GOSPEL GRACE IN JESUS 



Interaction with God is gloriously 
enhanced in the New Covenant (16:25-28)

Avenues to receive fuller communication come in the New Covenant (16:25) – 25 “I have 
said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no longer 
speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. 
u Jesus shares truths with the disciples in illustrative ways to help them comprehend
u There are limitations to capacity of humans to receive spiritual truth
u Clarity will come following the death, burial, resurrection and ascension of Jesus

u They will have inspiration from the Spirit of God to understand and share the teaching of 
Jesus with confidence and boldness

u John 16:13–14 
u New Covenant followers of Jesus will have the illumination of the Spirit to grasp these inspired 

truths and the power of the Holy Spirit to live them out



Interaction with God is gloriously 
enhanced in the New Covenant (16:25-28)

Avenues to share communication with the Father come in the New Covenant (16:26-27) – 26 In that 
day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; 27 for 
the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from 
God.
u “In that day” – the coming day of life, illumination and power from the Holy Spirit
u “you will ask in my name” – direct access to the Father through the work of Jesus
u “I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf” – mediatorial access will be in place 

and the reality of having access to the heavenly Father will be openly enjoyed
u “for the Father himself loves you” – the relationship is real and familial, characterized by love 
u “because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God” – The beauty of this 

relationship is intimately tied to Jesus
u Our relationship with God is not earned by loving and believing in Jesus
u God’s grace to us in Jesus opens avenues of loving communication

u 1 John 4:7–8 

u Jesus blesses His followers with a loving relationship with the Father that is beyond description 



Interaction with God is gloriously 
enhanced in the New Covenant (16:25-28)

Open avenues of communication are the result of the mission of Jesus (16:28) – 28 I came 
from the Father and have come into the world, and now I am leaving the world and 
going to the Father.” 
u Jesus summarizes His gospel mission
u New Covenant grace is established through His atoning work
u This is the love of God on display for us

u 1 John 4:9 
u Open avenues of communication are the result of the mission of Jesus



Be careful about claiming too much too 
soon (16:29-31)

Claiming insight into information that is not understood is unwise (16:29) – 29 His disciples said, “Ah, 
now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech!
u The disciples interpret the hour for Jesus to stop speaking to them in figures of speech as the 

present hour
u They assume their insight is more advanced than it actually is
u “No misunderstanding is more pathetic than that which thinks it no longer exists.” (D.A. Carson)
Declaring devotion without clear understanding is unwise (16:30-31) – 30 Now we know that you 
know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe that you came 
from God.” 31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe?
u His disciples affirm that the knowledge of Jesus is beyond question
u The response of Jesus, “Do you now believe?” is a challenge to them to take a deeper look at 

their hearts
u Humility and dependence show one is wisely aware of one’s weaknesses
u The coming rebuke reminds us of the prideful claim of Peter that is now representative of them 

all
u John 13:37–38



Jesus knows our hearts and our needs 
better than we do (16:32-33)

Personal devotion is weaker than we realize (16:32) – 32 Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has 
come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not 
alone, for the Father is with me.
u Jesus lets them know that they will abandon Him very soon

u Matthew 26:55–56 
u They claimed they would follow Him to prison and to death
u Their personal devotion is weaker than they realize

u God repeatedly helps us to see our weakness so that we know where our true source of 
persevering strength resides
u 2 Corinthians 11:30
u 2 Corinthians 12:9–10 



Jesus knows our hearts and our needs 
better than we do (16:32-33)

Divine provision is more wonderful than we imagined (16:33) – 33 I have said these things 
to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take 
heart; I have overcome the world.”
u The source of peace they need is not within; it is with Him
u Jesus wants His disciples to know that He is aware of their shortcomings
u When reality hits like a ton of brick, Jesus wants them to know He is their peace
u In Him there is peace for His followers; in the world there is tribulation for His followers
u “take heart” – could be rendered take cheerful courage
u The world continues to produce wretchedness and opposition
u Jesus continues to be the only hope and source of victory – He overcomes the world



Questions to Consider

u How is interaction with God, enhanced in New Covenant gospel grace, 
a blessing to you?

u In what ways are you currently battling your pride by claiming too much 
too soon?

u How have you come to know that your devotion is weaker than your 
realized?

u How have you come to know that God’s provision is more wonderful 
than you imagined?
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