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The Blessing of Following God’s 

Creation Design

1 Timothy 2:11-15
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Roles for women in corporate worship 
regarding learning and teaching (v11-12)

▪ Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness.

▪ Paul continues the instruction to women in the context of acting with 

respectability, modesty, and self-control

▪ Quietly = absence of sound

▪ 1 Timothy 2:2 – peaceful and quiet life

▪ Quiet here = untroubled, free from disturbance

▪ Tied to the following phrase: with all submissiveness

▪ Obedience or subjection that is not under compulsion

▪ This becomes a peaceful contentment in their God given role

▪ Paul calls women to learn and grow, but there is an appropriate way 

this is done in corporate worship
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Roles for women in corporate worship 
regarding learning and teaching (v11-12)

▪ I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a 

man

▪ Is Paul prohibiting women from teaching in all capacities?

▪ Titus 2:3-5; 2 Timothy 3:14-15; Acts 18:26

▪ Clearly Paul is not prohibiting women from all teaching

▪ The type of teaching is qualified by the following phrase: exercise 

authority over a man

▪ Paul is prohibiting a woman authoritatively teaching a man in 

corporate worship
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Roles for women in corporate worship 
regarding learning and teaching (v11-12)

▪ rather, she is to remain quiet

▪ What does Paul mean here?  We need to look into the word quiet

▪ Quiet (as in v11) = absence of sound

▪ Does this mean that women are to say nothing in the corporate 

worship setting?

▪ 1 Cor 11 – women are to pray and prophesy in corporate worship

▪ 1 Cor 12:7 – men and women are given spiritual gifts for the building up of 

the body

▪ Tongues, prophesy, and interpretation of tongues are all audible participation in 

corporate worship



z

Roles for women in corporate worship 
regarding learning and teaching (v11-12)

▪ To help understand silence, let’s look at Paul’s instructions for 

prophesy done in an orderly way in corporate worship from 1 

Corinthians 14:29-34

▪ NT congregational prophesy = revelation rooted, Holy Spirit inspired, 

fallible speech – not authoritative

▪ Distinct from OT prophecy – thus says the Lord

▪ Verse 34 – the women should keep silent, points back to verse 29 

regarding the weighing out of prophesy

▪ Weighing out prophesy is authoritative and therefore the women should keep 

silent

▪ Paul uses the Law as his foundation for this exhortation – just like 1 Timothy
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Roles for women in corporate worship 
regarding learning and teaching (v11-12)

▪ Paul is not prohibiting women from silent reflection on the prophesy 

(v35)

▪ Just like 1 Timothy 2:11

▪ Women are encouraged to ask husbands at home

▪ Prohibited from questioning out loud during corporate worship

▪ So what does “silent” mean?  Are women to say nothing in church?

▪ 1 Corinthians 14:27-28

▪ The silence must be taken in context of how Paul uses it.  In 1 Cor 14:27-

28, the one who speaks in tongues must remain silent regarding speaking 

in tongues if there is no interpretation.  It is not a prohibition from speaking 

in the other aspects of the corporate worship service
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Roles for women in corporate worship 
regarding learning and teaching (v11-12)

▪ Paul is saying the same thing in 1 Timothy 2:12.  The women should 

remain silent regarding speaking out in an authoritative teaching 

manner during corporate worship

▪ Here is the idea: women are to have a quiet, submissive heart as they 

sit under the authoritative teaching of the men in the church

▪ What a vulnerable place for women to place themselves!  We need to trust 

God in all Hid ways

▪ Women’s submission to the authority of the church speak to the 

importance of qualified Elders ruling and governing; this is something Paul 

deals with directly following his instructions in chapter 2

▪ It speaks to the importance of charging certain person not to teach false 

doctrine
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God’s good creation design (v13)

▪ For Adam was formed first, then Eve

▪ Paul supports his previous teaching with the creation account

▪ Men and women equal – made in the image of God

▪ Genesis 1:27; Galatians 2:28

▪ Yet, they have different roles

▪ Adam was formed first – first is not a connotation of 1st = superior, 2nd = inferior; 

both have distinct God given roles

▪ Genesis 2:15; Genesis 2:19; Genesis 2:18

▪ God has given the role of leadership to the man

▪ In marriage or Church government, men are appointed to lead

▪ Ephesians 5:23; 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9
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The disaster that comes from 
disregarding God’s creation design (v14)

▪ and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and 

became a transgressor

▪ Paul is not calling out Eve as the worse sinner

▪ Romans 5:12 - Paul puts the responsibility of sin entering the world 

squarely on Adam

▪ What Paul is doing is showing the disaster that comes from 

disregarding God’s creation design

▪ Genesis 3:1-6

▪ The serpent spoke to the women – in doing so, he placed her in a place of 

leadership that she was not designed to fulfill
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The disaster that comes from 
disregarding God’s creation design (v14)

▪ The man was there and did nothing – verse 6; he took a place of 

submission to his wife

▪ Genesis 3:17 – Adam listened to the voice of his wife; in essence, he obeyed her

▪ Adam and Eve hear God and they hide, yet we see God call to the man, 

not the woman

▪ God’s design is that men should lead; He holds them accountable

▪ When we disregard God’s good design, transgression is sure to 

follow; in all areas of life.
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The Blessing of Following God’s 
Creation Design (v15)

▪ Yet she will be saved through childbearing

▪ Yet she – this points back to Eve being deceived and becoming a 

transgressor

▪ She took a role that she was not design to fulfill

▪ She will be saved through childbearing

▪ Paul is not saying that childbearing is the means of her salvation

▪ 1 Timothy 2:5-6 – Christ is our sole mediator who gave His life as a ransom
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The Blessing of Following God’s 
Creation Design (v15)

▪ Childbearing

▪ Has the sense of motherhood – distinctly female

▪ This is pointing back to Eve’s role as a helper to Adam not a ruler over 

Adam

▪ Genesis 1:28, to be fruitful and multiply

▪ The curse on the woman makes this role much more painful – Genesis 

3:16

▪ Similarly, in the context, Paul is pointing back to the appropriate roles 

of women in corporate worship – see the use of she and then they
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The Blessing of Following God’s 
Creation Design (v15)

▪ These roles may not be popular culturally.  These roles may be discounted 

by false teaching

▪ We need to trust God in this. His ways and design may not make sense to 

us, but His design is good, and it is for our good. 

▪ The sense here is that she will be saved in the process of fulfilling the 

God designed role of a woman

▪ The idea is of perseverance – working out your salvation in fear and 

trembling
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The Blessing of Following God’s 
Creation Design (v15)

▪ if they continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control

▪ Faith, love and holiness

▪ This is a continuing in and giving evidence of the fruits of a 

transformed life

▪ Paul uses similar language to Timothy in Chapter 1 – aim of charge

▪ False teachers have turned from these very fruits and made a 

shipwreck of their faith
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The Blessing of Following God’s 
Creation Design (v15)

▪ Self-control = wisdom working itself out in self-control over one’s 

passions and desires

▪ We need to take our passions and desires captive to obey the word 

of Christ

▪ This ties into how Paul started addressing women and their role in 

corporate worship

▪ Adornment to be moderated with self-control

▪ Good works – a testament to self-control

▪ Contentedly sitting under authoritative teaching with self-control
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Questions to Consider

▪ How have you disregarded God’s design of the roles of men and 

women in your life?

▪ How have you seen transgression happen in your life as a result 

of your disregard for God’s design?

▪ By God’s grace, what steps can you take to move into the role 

he has designed for you?


