
1 TIMOTHY 2:8-10
THE ROLES OF MEN AND WOMEN IN CORPORATE WORSHIP



PAUL ADDRESSES THE MEN IN THEIR ROLE IN CORPORATE 
WORSHIP (V8)

• I desire then that in every place

• Paul is connecting his instructions to the men to what he previously stated

• Prayer is to be made for all kinds of people (1 Tim 2:1)

• Paul’s instructions to Timothy – that he will know how one ought to act in the household of God

(1 Tim 3:15)

• Every place – wherever there was a gather for corporate worship

• Early church met in homes of members

• The men should pray

• Men and women have different roles in life and in corporate worship



PAUL ADDRESSES THE MEN IN THEIR ROLE IN CORPORATE 
WORSHIP (V8)

• The creation account – before the fall

• Men and women as equals; made in the image of God

• Genesis 1:27

• Galatians 3:28

• Given different roles

• Genesis 2:15 – the roles of the man: to work and keep the garden

• Genesis 2:18 – the role for the woman: to be a helper for the man

• Paul then takes God’s creation design for application in the NT

• In marriage and in Church government, the man is appointed to lead

• Ephesians 5:23 – Marriage

• 1 Timothy 3:1-7 & Titus 1:5-9 – Qualifications for Overseers/Elders



PAUL ADDRESSES THE MEN IN THEIR ROLE IN CORPORATE 
WORSHIP (V8)

• Men are called to take the lead in corporate prayer

• Is Paul prohibiting women from praying corporately?

• Not clear from this context – we must let scripture interpret scripture

• Anna the prophetess – Luke 2:36-38

• Corporate worship in the Corinthian church – 1 Cor 11:4-5

• There is an appropriate way for both men and women to participate in corporate prayer

• Paul is not prohibiting women from corporate prayer – Paul is challenging the men to lead in this

• Prayer is of first importance, and men ought to model this and lead the church by example



PAUL ADDRESSES THE MEN IN THEIR ROLE IN CORPORATE 
WORSHIP (V8)

• Lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling

• Paul begins to address the men in how prayer ought to be given

• Lifting holy hands

• Many postures of prayer – standing, kneeling, falling on your face, bowing your head

• There is an outward expressiveness in prayer

• First and foremost – prayer is to God and we need to assess our hearts before Him

• Holy – moral purity; undefiled by sin

• We have been ransomed and bought with a price

• Yet, still in the process of sanctification

• We need to approach God in humility and dependence – Isaiah 66:2b



PAUL ADDRESSES THE MEN IN THEIR ROLE IN CORPORATE 
WORSHIP (V8)

• Our hearts to need to be right before God and right with others

• Without anger or quarreling

• Paul turns to dealing with our relationship to others

• Ephesians 4:26-27

• James 1:19-20

• Quarreling – idea of inward deliberating or disputing

• Negative and angry connotations – clarified by Paul’s use of anger preceding

• Inner thoughts and conversations that we have about plans and actions towards others

• Fruit of false teachers – 1 Tim 6:3-5



PAUL ADDRESSES THE MEN IN THEIR ROLE IN CORPORATE 
WORSHIP (V8)

• We need to be right with others before we come to God

• Matthew 5:23-24

• Men, we must give thought to our hearts and lives before God. 

• This is a daily preparation and endeavor, not just a Sunday morning activity. 

• We need to resolve to be reconciled with our brothers, so that corporate prayer will not 

be unheard. 

• Our prayers need to be engaged with body and heart.



PAUL ADDRESSES THE WOMEN IN THEIR ROLE IN 
CORPORATE WORSHIP (V9-10)

• Likewise also

• In the same way that Paul addressed the men, he now turns to address them women in regard 

to their dress

• that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control

• Adorn = to make more attractive by adding ornament

Bible Sense Lexicon

• Paul is not prohibiting adornment, just reminding them of the proper focus of adornment

• Respectable = becoming, proper, befitting admirable propriety

• Modesty = a self-conscious timidity which fears representing oneself in an unworthy manner



PAUL ADDRESSES THE WOMEN IN THEIR ROLE IN 
CORPORATE WORSHIP (V9-10)

• Unworthy to whom? Ultimately to God

• He is our savior who paid a ransom for us – we belong to him

• Caution: we also need to avoid the extreme of false modesty

• Self-control = wisdom working itself out in self-control over one’s passions and desires

• There is a way of adornment that is honoring to God and a way that is dishonoring

• not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire

• Cultural context

• “The Roman woman emphatically pursued the cult of beauty and personal adornment.”

T.G. Tucker in his book, Life in the Roman World of Nero and St. Paul



PAUL ADDRESSES THE WOMEN IN THEIR ROLE IN 
CORPORATE WORSHIP (V9-10)

• Paul is expressing the extravagance of the adornment

• Braided hair for the Romans in the first century was extravagant

• For the wealthy; usually performed by a slave

• Was a piling on the of the hair to make it wavy and then fastened with expensive clips or pins

• Sometime involved the interweaving of gold thread and colored cloth

• Gold or pearls or costly attire

• Often very expensive and beyond th means of the average church member

• Extravagance was unbecoming of one who professed godliness

• Isaiah 3:16-24

• God is honored with a humble and contrite spirit (Isaiah 66:2b)



PAUL ADDRESSES THE WOMEN IN THEIR ROLE IN 
CORPORATE WORSHIP (V9-10)

• but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good works

• Proper adorning for women who profess godliness in good works

• The idea Paul has conveyed:

• I desire…that women should adorn themselves…not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly 

attire, but with good works [which] is proper for women who profess godliness.

• Aim of our lives ought to be love that issues from a pure heart, good conscience, and sincere faith

• Ultimately, adornment is to be good works

• Created for good works

• Ephesians 2:10



PAUL ADDRESSES THE WOMEN IN THEIR ROLE IN 
CORPORATE WORSHIP (V9-10)

• Good works are an indication of a sincere faith

• James 2:14-17

• Good works

• In the context of the family – 1 Timothy 5:10

• In the context of sharing wealth – 1 Timothy 6:17-19

• In the context of daily needs – Titus 3:14


