
John 16:5-11
THE HOLY SPIRIT EMPOWERS THE WORK OF JESUS 
IN THE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS 



Self-centeredness reacts poorly to the challenges 
the purpose of God brings (16:5-6)
u “But now I am going to him who sent me,”

u The divine mission He is on (“who sent me”) will now have Him returning to His place of glory with His 
Father in heaven

u Then Jesus moves to expose the self-centeredness of their hearts saying, “...none of you asks 
me, ‘Where are you going?’”
u Some interpreters believe that what Jesus says is not true, because of Peter’s question recorded in 

chapter 13
u John 13:36
u The same self-centered concern is what Jesus is pointing out here
u The disciples are not really interested in, or happy for the Lord, that He is returning to glory with His 

Father
u They are wrapped up in what they think is best for them and what will make them the happiest in 

that moment
u 6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart.

u The disciples are comfortable and feel safe in the company of Jesus
u The knowledge that He will die and leave them exposes their self-centeredness



Followers of Jesus must learn that God’s 
unseen purposes are always best (16:7)
u “Nevertheless, I tell you the truth:” – this phrase stresses the importance of 

what Jesus is about to say 
u “it is to your advantage that I go away” – what He’s about to do is best for 

them
u Romans 8:28

u “for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send 
him to you.”
u Jesus is going to fulfill the promise of the New Covenant for the people of God
u The fullness of New Covenant grace includes the power and presence of the Holy Spirit
u This is what Jesus referenced on an earlier occasion

u John 7:37–39 
u The Holy Spirit indwells every believer by the gift of regeneration 
u Hearts of stone become hearts of flesh, so that obedience characterizes the lives of all 

believers
u God’s ways can be mysterious, but His way is always the best way



Exposing sin and divine accountability are 
works of the Holy Spirit (16:8-11)
u 8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and 

righteousness and judgment:
u The people of this world need to understand their accountability to God 
u How will this happen?

u The Spirit of God, operating in and through the people of God, will bring the truth of God 
and conviction of sin to the people of this world

u The Spirit of God works in unseen ways in the hearts of people to bring life and conviction 
to unregenerate people
u Gospel truth is shared by the Spirit-empowered people of God
u As we go and as we share, we trust the Spirit of God to bring CONVICTION

u It is only when people recognize their precarious position that they cry for 
mercy and only mercy will save him



Exposing sin and divine accountability are 
works of the Holy Spirit (16:8-11)
u 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 

u Unbelief is clearly sin
u People do not naturally believe in Jesus
u The Holy Spirit uses the truth shared by the people of God, with the lost, to 

reveal to them that their rejection of Jesus is wrong
u 10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you 

will see me no longer
u People do not naturally see themselves in the state of condemnable 

unrighteousness
u The only righteousness acceptable to God is perfect righteousness

u Matthew 5:20



Exposing sin and divine accountability are 
works of the Holy Spirit (16:8-11)

u The only person worthy of eternity with the Father is Jesus
u The Holy Spirit convicts of the lack of personal righteousness 
u The Holy Spirit reveals our only hope of being right with God is in Jesus

u Philippians 3:8–9 
u Bringing people to the place of humble dependence on Jesus is the work 

of the Holy Spirit
u 11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

u If people realize they are sinners and that they can’t produce acceptable 
righteousness, what is the consequence of this before a holy and just God? 
Judgment!
u Ephesians 2:1–3 

u The Holy Spirit produces desperation for the only Savior, Jesus Christ the 
righteous



Questions to Consider

u How are you looking for the purpose and direction of God in the 
challenges and changes the COVID 19 panic is causing?

u In what ways are you seeing the glorious power of the Holy Spirit in 
your life and in the lives of your brothers and sisters in Christ? Are 
you sharing this with others to the glory of God?

u How are you seeing the Holy Spirit empowering you to be a gospel 
witness?

u pastormark@norwood.org or      cgaona@norwood.org

http://norwood.org
http://norwood.org
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