
John 16:1-4 THE TEACHING OF 
JESUS PREPARES US 
FOR HARDSHIP!



The teaching of  the Lord equips His followers to 
stand firm (16:1)

1 “I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away.
§The inspired record of  the teaching of  Jesus, shared by Jesus and taught by the 

Apostles to the churches, are of  fundamental importance
§As the words of  Lord are to the nation of  Israel, so are the words of  the Lord to 

His church
§Deuteronomy 32:46–47 
§ John 15:7–8 

§The things Jesus teaches us are not just to enlarge the content of  our minds, but to 
sustain us through dark days of  pain, hardship, and affliction



The teaching of  the Lord equips His followers to 
stand firm (16:1)

§ In the grip of  His truth, we will not waver or shrink back in days of  affliction and 
suffering
§Hebrews 10:36–39 

§The Holy Spirit comes in the power of  truth (Cf. 15:26-27) to grant suffering and 
desperate followers of  Jesus insight and power beyond their natural abilities 

§The Holy Spirit and the truth are the resources Jesus provides to keep His people 
from apostasy in the face of  affliction

§Those who forsake the truth and the church show their faith was spurious
§ 1 John 2:19 



The world always rationalizes hostility against 
followers of  Jesus (16:2)

2 They will put you out of  the synagogues. 
§ Social and economic pressures are true and powerful
§ John 9:18–23 

§Peer pressure is real, and it is not always rational
§Opposition toward followers of  Jesus spread quickly from a Jewish context and 

remains in force to this day



The world always rationalizes hostility against 
followers of  Jesus (16:2)

Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God.
§ Defenders of  Judaism who put followers of  Jesus to death felt confident they were doing the 

work of  God
§ This includes the Jewish leaders who will spearhead the crucifixion of  Jesus the following day
§ This includes the Apostle Paul, who before he became a follower of  Jesus, he persecuted the 

church as Saul of  Tarsus
§ Acts 7:58–8:1 

§ Defenders of  any belief  system or world view are convinced that their hostile actions and 
reactions are right 

§ Jesus prepares us to withstand challenges and not crater to opposition



Ignorance of  the triune God fuels opposition 
toward His people (16:3)

3 And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor me.
§ Jesus tells us plainly that a Christ-centered biblical worldview will bring hateful 

opposition from all other worldviews
§The way of  Christ is not one good way among many other good ways
§The exclusivity of  the way of  Christ rubs the wrong way all those who do not have a saving 

relationship with God through Christ
§Those who genuinely know the Lord will not do such things to the people of  God



Followers of  Jesus are as sustained by His 
teaching as they would be by His presence (16:4)

4 But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you.
§ All that Jesus teaches is reliable
§ The truth of  the Lord is a guide and a guard for the hearts of  His people
§ “when their hour comes” - when hatred, persecution, and death mark the lives of  followers of  Jesus, 

the pain and the grief  are real, but we are not left in hopelessness
§ Lamentations 3:16–27

§ It is always good to remember the teaching of  the Lord because it reminds us who He is!
I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.
§ In His absence they need to be prepared
§ Power and truth will remain by the power of  the Spirit and abiding in His teaching



Questions to Consider

§In what ways can the power of  the Holy Spirit and the teaching of  Jesus 
prepare you for hardship?

§How can you keep yourself  from being shocked and defeated by 
opposition from the world?

§How are you experiencing the sustaining power of  the teaching of  Jesus?
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