
John 15:26-27
THE WITNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT



The Spirit of truth will come as a witness for Jesus (15:26)

“But when the Helper comes,”
• Verses 26&27 show a change of focus 
• Verses 18-25 - the persecution and hatred they receive is the result 

of their association with Him
• Chapter 16 verses 1-4 - descriptions of opposition and hostility 

directed at the disciples
• If Jesus is no longer with them, will the persecution and hatred 

stop?
• The answer to that question is, “No”
• The Holy Spirit joins with followers of Jesus to supernaturally communicate 

the way, the truth, and the life of Jesus to people on the earth



The Spirit of truth will come as a witness for Jesus (15:26)

• Jesus speaks again of the Holy Spirit and says He will be coming to them
• Jesus uses the description “Helper” to refer to the Holy Spirit

• Paraklētos describes someone who comes alongside another as a helper or an 
assistant 

• The Holy Spirit comes alongside those trusting in Jesus to provide supernatural 
help and assistance

• The Holy Spirit comes to empower, not only the disciples/Apostles, but He comes 
to empower all followers of Jesus

“whom I will send to you from the Father,” 
• When Jesus returns to the Father, the Holy Spirit is sent out on His New 

Covenant mission
• Ezekiel 36:25–27 

• The Holy Spirit is sent out to give life and power to those Jesus purchases 
by His blood



The Spirit of truth will come as a witness for Jesus (15:26)

“whom I will send to you from the Father,” 
• When Jesus returns to the Father, the Holy Spirit is sent out on His New 

Covenant mission
• Ezekiel 36:25–27 

• The Holy Spirit is sent out to activate those Jesus purchases by His blood
the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.
• There is a substantive connection between Jesus and the Holy Spirit regarding 

truth
• Jesus comes to the earth as the very embodiment of truth

• John 1:14
• John 14:6 

• The Holy Spirit comes from the Father to give life to the people of God and to make the 
truth of Jesus known
• John 14:16–17 

• Jesus will be with the Father, and the Spirit of truth will make the power and presence of 
Jesus known to His followers  
• John 14:18–20 



The Spirit of truth will come as a witness for Jesus (15:26)

• The Spirit’s ministry is to bear witness of Jesus
• The Holy Spirit gives spiritual life to people and shines the light of gospel 

hope on Jesus
• The Holy Spirit works to conform those who are saved into the image of 

Jesus Christ
• 2 Corinthians 3:17–18 

• We see why the persecution and hatred of followers of Jesus will 
continue
• All those experiencing salvation by gospel grace are granted life in Christ 

by the Spirit and are transformed into the likeness of Christ by the Spirit
• This means that the Spirit of truth bears witness to us and through us as 

followers of Jesus



The disciples will be witnesses for Jesus (15:27)

27 And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from 
the beginning.
• The instruction of this verse is specifically addressed to the 11 disciples, 

but has application to all followers of Jesus in the New Covenant 
• Because the Spirit of truth is sent by Jesus from the Father to do His work, 

the Spirit of truth empowers all believers to do their work
• A significant aspect of the work of Christians is to bear witness to the 

world of Jesus
• In a world gripped by fear of disease and death, gospel hope found in Jesus 

needs to be shared and it will be shared
• There is no such thing as a silent Christian

• Acts 1:8 
• 1 Thessalonians 1:4–8 



The disciples will be witnesses for Jesus (15:27)

• We are not to trust in our intellect and persuasive powers – we 
have the power of the Spirit
• We are not to cower, frightened by our weaknesses – we have the 

power of the Spirit
• We need to pray for power to be bold witnesses
• Acts 4:29–31 

• The people of God need to humbly seek the power of the Spirit of 
God
• 1 Corinthians 2:1–5 

• His followers are empowered by the Spirit to be faithful witnesses in 
the most difficult circumstances



Questions to Consider

• In what ways do you see the Holy Spirit coming alongside you and 
others as a supernatural helper or power source?

• Are you prayerfully seeking the presence and power of the Holy 
Spirit to burden you and use you as a witness of gospel truth to a 
lost and needy world?
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